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DearDeuDear CommissionerCOmm1ss1oner SkoogSkoog :

This letterletterla,*"* being written at-

the
at-

the
itat

the direction of the , RurALRurAL-

CAP
RurAL-

CAPCAP Board ofot DirectorsDirecton , whichwhich-

recei
which-

recentlyreceirecentlytly concluded itsita AnnualAnnual-

Meeting
Annual-

MeetingMeeting In Kodiak .

The Board was quite disturbeddlstuJbeddisturbed-
that

dlstuJbed-

thatthat the ""newnew policies "" beingbeing-

forged
being-

forgedforged by ADF&GADFG& are apparentapparent-apparent-
ly

-'
lyry private business-andbusinessandbuslness-andbuslness-- that youyou-
have

you-
havehave no apparent commitmentcommitment-
toto meet with groups or organ-

izations
orga-

nlzation
organorgan-¬-

izationslzation' to gain input or to pro-

vide
propro-pro-

vide
-*-

vide explanations . AlthoughAlthough-
concem

Although-
concernconcernconcem for the policypolley initiativesinitiatives-

ofof ADF&OADFOADF&GADFG& is pervasivepervulve , andand-

applies
and-

appliesapplies to almost all of natal-
Alaska

ruralnatalrural-
AlaskaAlaska , two specificspeeifle concernsconcerns-
emerged

concerns-
emergedemerged from our meeting ., .-

1 . The apparent failure ofof-

ADF&G
of-

ADF&GADF&GADFG& to participate , in anyany-
way

any-
wayway , in the AAVCPVCP Land-UseLandUseLand.UseLandUseLand.Use-
W

LandUse-
Workshops

-.
WortahopsWorkshopsWorkshops held in early August .
According to the representative-
of

representative
of AVCP, on the RurAL CAPCAP-

Board
CAP-

BoardBoard , repeated requests for In-

volvement
inin-

volvement
in-in¬-

volvement in the workshopsworkshops-
werewere ignored by ADF&GADFG& person-
nel

personpenonperson-¬.-
nel.. Insofar asu the workshopsworkshops-
provided

workshops-
providedprovided an excellentexcenent opportunopportuneopportun-opportune-
ity

¬-
ltyityopportunltyfor ADF&GADFG& interaction withwith-
rural

with-
ruralrural citizens , and insofar as thethe-

workshops
the-

workshopsworkshops were held coincidentcoincident-
toto the SeiberlingSelberling Committee d-2d2d2-
hearings

d2-
hearings

-

hearings in Bethel , I shouldshould-
think

should-
thinkthink that ADF&GADFG& would havehave-

seen
have-

seenseen a compelling interest in atat-

tending
at-

tending
at-at¬-

tending .
2 . Your failure to respond , InIn-

any
in-

anyany way , to my letter of earlyearly-
August

early-
AugustAugust requesting that you meetmeet-
with

meet-
withwith our Board . Although wewe-

can
we-

cancan understand that you maymay-

not
may-

notnot have been able to attend thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeeting , your unwillingness toto-

communicate
to-

communicatecommunicate with us at all WI-
Sinterpreted

wasWISwas-
interpretedinterpreted as ""businessasusu-
al

"business-as-usu-"businessbusinessasusu"buslnesHS-usu"buslnesHSbuslnesHS- -- -.
al11" within ADF&GADFG&& : this is unun-
fortunate

un-
fortunate

un-un¬-

fortunate , especiallyespedally asu youryour-
visitvisityourvisitto our officeornce was , wewe-
thought

we-
thoughtthought , an excellent sign thatthat-
ADF&G

that-
ADF&OADF&GADFGADF&OADFO& was willing to go publicpublic-
with

public-
withwith its concernsconcems..

Perhaps thisthiJ is still the case .
If so , I would be happy to serveserve-
as

serve-
asasexplanationa conduit forfot your explana-

and

explana-
tion

explana-explana-

tion to the RurAL CAP BoardBoard-
and

Board-
andand the AAVCPVCP , and to continuecontinue-
anan effort to build a constructiveconstructive-
dialogue

constructive-
dialoguedialogue between ADF&GADFG& andand-

rural
and-

ruralrural AlaskansAlasbnJ . IfU not , tben-
nothing

thentbenthen-
nothingnothing has changed , and we cancan-
assume

can-
wumeassumewume the continuation of anan-
adversary

an-
adversaryadversary relationship .

Thank you in advance fortor opop-

ting
op-

ting
op-op¬-

ting for the former alternative .

Sincerely ,

PhOPhDPhil SmithSmith-
Executive

Smith-
ExecutiveExecutive DirectorDirector-

cccc : Tundra Times .


