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The
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The
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The NNationaltional Indian CouncU-
on

Council-
on

CouncilCouncU
on Aging ((NICOANICOA) recently heldheld-
its

held-
itsits board meeting in Anchonge-
to

Anchorage-
to

AnchorageAnchonge
to view scrviservicesei being provided-
for

provided-
for

provided
for Alaskan Native elderly . Pies-
entations

Pres-

sentations
Pies-PiesPresPress-.

entations were given by thethe-

State
the-

StateState of AlaskaAWb Office onon-

Aging
on-

AgingAging , Alaska Native AreaArea-
Health

Area-
HealthHealth Service and Alaska NativeNative-
nonprofit

Native-
nonprofitnon-profitnonprofitnonprofit-- associations to acac-

quaint
ac-ac¬.-

quaint the boardboardwithwith problemsproblems-
ofof the Native elderly in AlaskaAhska .,

According to the Office onon-

AvJng
on-

piingAgingAvJngpiing , the State'sStates' elderly popu-
lation

popupopu-¬.-

lation isb 18,00018000, , with approxi ¬.

mately 3,8063806,, being Alaskan NaNa-

tive
Na-Na¬.-

tive . Under the Older AmericansAmericans-
Act

Americans-
ActAct ,. each state receives program
fundingprogramfundingbased on the total elel-

derly
el-el¬.-

derly population ,. without speci-
fic

specispeci-¬.-
ficfie designation for ethnicetluc groups .

As the State has not conductedconducted-
aa study showing services pro-
vided

propro-¬.-
vided for Native elderly versusversus-
nonNative

versus-
nonNativenon-NativenonNative-- , it was difficult toto-

perceive
to-

perceiveperceive if both were servedserved-
equally

served-
equallyequally ,. which is a major con-

cern
con-

cern
concon-¬-

cern of the Council .

According to Juana Lyon , exex-

ecutive
ex-

ecutive
ex-ex¬-

ecutive director of the Council ,

the problem of whether NativeNative-
elders

Native-
elderselders are getting equal treat-
ment

treat-
ment

treattreat-¬-

ment is serious both in AlaskaAlaska-
and

Alaska-
andand the Lower 48 ., The CouncilCouncil-
isis currently presenting legislationlegislation-
toto the U.SUS.. . Congress to aJleviate-
the

alleviateaJleviatealleviate-
thethe situation .

The legislation has been drafteddrafted-
by

drafted-
byby the Council to allowaJlow IndianIndian-
tribes

Indian-
tribestribes and oorganizationsan1zations which

serve the eldelderlydy tto apply fortorfor-
funds

'

funds directly (fromrom the .' federalfederal-
goveinment

federal-
governmentgovernmentgoveinment but stillItiU have thethe-

choice
the-

choicechoice to apply tto the state IS-

well
asISas-

wellwell . If the tribetnbe or organiza-
tion

organizaorganJzaorganiza-¬.-

tion
"

is"bb awarded direct funding ,
the amount will be deducteddeducted-
rom

deducteddeducted-
from(fromrom the StateState'sStates'. allocation fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe federal government..

The bill wouldwouldalsoalso mandatemandate-
the

mandate-
thethe Commissioner of the Admin-
Istration

Admin-
istration

AdminAdmin--¬-
istration on Aging to establishestablish-
ananProgramswhichOffice of IndianIndJ.tnIndJtn. ProgramsPrograms-
whichwhich would have the respon-
sibility

responrespon-¬.-
sibility of serving the IndianIndian-
elderly

Indian-
elderlyelderly and provideproTide technicaltechnical-
Issistance

technical-
assistanceassistanceIssistance to those tribestnOes apply-
ing

applyapply-¬.-
ing for aging funds in the areaarea-

of
area-

ofof grant applications .

The Council strongly feels afterafter-
the

after-
thethemeetingthattwtwo-daytwoday<Hfay-- Anchorage meetingmeeting-
thatthat this legislation would assistassist-

the
assist-

thethe non-profitnonprofit-- organizations thatthat-
serve

that-
serveserve the Alaskan Native . TheThe-

Council
The-

CouncilCouncil urges Alaska Natives ((0-

support
to(00to-

supportsupport their legislation .

InformationInfonnation presented at the

meetingmeetingglve, gave a briefbdef picture of-

the
of-

the
of

the problems of Native elderly '

in the areas of dental ,_ ,
put-

patient
put-putoutout-

patient
out-out-.-

patient care and the number oneone-

cause
one-

causecause of death , which is
,

accI-

dents
accPacd.JacdJaccI-accIacd.J-

dents

-.
dents . It *wasas interesting toto-

note
to-

notenote that though the staUstks-
are

statistics-
are

statisticsstaUstks
are grim , the AlaskanAIasbn NativeNative-
elderly

Native-
elderlyelderly are catching up to UJSU.sUs. .

statistics in longevity and chrochro-chro-
nic

chro-
nic

chro-chro-¬-
nic diseasesdiseles$ , such as heart prob ¬.

lems and alcoholism . The AugAug--Augc-

ast
¬.

ustcast 19771971 study also noted thatthat-
the

that-
thethe latent effects of tuberculosistuberculosis-
areare now susurfacingacing in the form ofof-

many
of-

manymany illnessesWnesses among the Na-

tive
NaNa-Na¬.- -

tive icedageded .


