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TheThe murre , the bird that layslaylays-

uniqueuniqueul1lque cone-shapedconeshaped- eggs ,. in111 rereore-rereo-

cent
re-

cent
¬-

cent years has touchedtouchedoffoffoffoneoneone-

of
one-

ofof the most heatedheatedargumentsarguments inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska . And the argument stemstem-stem-

med
stem-

med
¬-

med over the fact that the blackblack-

and
black-

andand white bird ,. a.II. counterpart toto-

the
to-

thethe Antarctic'sAntarcticsAntdrctlc'sAntdrctlcs' famous penguinpen gu 111 .,

will only laIJlay>} and hatchhatchItsits eggseggs-

on
eggs-

onon ancientJncien t clitfscliffsclitfs-

From
clicliffs-

From
t fsfs-

FromFrom time immemorialnnmemonal., the
yearly}) eJrlyearly migrationrmgrJtlon ot01of the murresmurres-

to
murres-

toto AlaskaAIJska occurs duringdurrng MayMay-

Hundred
May-

HundredsHundredsHundred, ot01of thousandsthomJnd , olotof themthem-

come
them-

comecome to nest on the cliffschffs ofof-

C

of-

Jpe
of-

CapeCapeC Jpe LisburneLIbume, and Cape ThompThump-ThumpThump-
on

Thump-
son

-¬-

son,on inIII NorthwestNurtl1estNurtl1\Nurtl1\'. est AlaskaAIJskJ .

The twot0t\\t\ 0 capescJpe are locatedlucJted

near the villages of Point HopeHope-

and
Hope-

andand KivahnaKivalll1JKivalina . Cape Lisburne is

40 miles northeast of PointPoint-

Hope
Point-

HopeHope ; Cape Thompson is 3030-

mIles
33-

miles
0

miles southeast of this village .

Forty mileslull'SlullS! ' to the southeastsoutheat ofof-

Cape
of-

CapeCape Thompson is KivalinaKlvalina .

Caused ControversyControversy-
SinceSince 1958 Cape ThompsonThompson-

hashas been the subject of controcontro-contro-
versy

contro-
versy

¬-

versyversywithwith the nativesnatjve of thefilethe-

area
file-

areaarea ,. somesonic scientists andandconserconserconser-conser-

va

conser-

vationists

¬-

vationistsva trOI1lsts on one side , and thethe-

Atomic
the-

AtomicAtomic Energy CommissionCOmnUSSll1tl ,. onoilon-

the
oil-

thethe other
otherThe

The AEC startedstJrted plansplJns to dede-dede-

tonJte
de-

tonate
¬-

tonatetonJte nuclearnudeJr devicesde\lcesdelces\ torfor experexper-exper-
imental

¬.-

imentalImentJI excavationexcaVJtlOn on the easteast-caseast-

ern
! ¬,-

ern edge of the birdblfdblfdclrffsbirdcliffscliffsclrffs atat-

Cape
at-

CapeCape ThompsonThompson-
Soon

Thompson-
Soon

Thompson-
SoonSoon the question aroseJm e , if

Project Chariot were triggered ,

would it destroy the egg cliffscliffs-
by

hff,
by shock andandselsn1andseismicseismicselsn1 c action ofof-

the
of-

thethe detonation ?

Some scientists believedbeheved thethe-

Hnpdct
the-

impactimpactHnpdct of the explosionexplo'lOllexplolOll' wouldwould-
cause

would-
causecause the faceI'.IceIce. off ., the cliffscliffcliff.-

here
,

,

where\.here.here\'. murresmurresmoires andandotlerandotherotherotler; seaseJ birdsbirdbirds-
laylayla } and hatch tlicirtheir eggsegg " , toto-

coli
to-

collapsecollapsecoli .IpseIpse.
collapseSimilar

Similar to PenguinsPenguimPenguins-

Though

Penguins-

ThoughThough the murre is1S similarsImIlar-

Inin many respects to the famousfamous-
penguin

famous-
penguinpenguin qfof$ f the South Pole rere-rere-

gion

re-

gion

¬-

gion , particularly in markingsmdrk1l1gs ,

it is unlikeunhke the penguinpengu1l1 in thatthdtthdt-

it
that-

itit is a swift andandstrongstrong flyerflyer-

When
flyer-

WhenWhen restingrestmg on the cliffs , thethe-

stance
the-

stancestance of the murre is uprightupright-

and
upright-

andand strajght-backedstrajghtbackedstnught-backedstnughtstraight-backedstraight- , much likeIrkeIrke-

tha
like-

thatthattha t of the penguinpengVIl1 .

Early in111 May in great V formaforma-forma-

tions
forma-

tions
¬-

tions the murres flock to thethe-

Capes
the-

CapesCapes . They skim low over thethe-

ice
the-

iceice hummocks or overove ! the openopen-

sea
open-

seasea . Occasionally theytheyriserise into111to111t-
othe

into-

thethe air only to skim low overover-

the
over-

thethe surface .

It is not uncommon to seesee-

them
see-

themthem in formations with eidereider-

ducks
eider-

ducksducks that migrate at the samesame-

time
same-

timetime . There seems to be a kinshipkinshIp-
between

kinship-
betweenbetween theseIhese two species otofot-

marine
of-

marinemarine birds .

The great migrationmlgrJtlon ofor theIheIhe-

murres
the-

murresmurres is , ofofcoursecourse , to propapropJpropa-propa-

gate
¬.-

gategJte their speciespecles on the ancientancient-
nestmg

ancient-
nestingnestingnestmg areas at Cape LisburneLisburne-
and

Lisburne-
andand Cape Thompson ,. two of thethe-

few
the-

fewfew known nestingneslmg sites .

Nesting SitesSites-

The

Sites-

TheThe others are at the Chamis-ChamisChamls-ChamlsChamis-
so

Chamls-
so

-

so IslandsIslJnds , Little DiomedeDiomedc andand-

Big

and-

BigBig DiomedeDlOmede Islands . Big Dio010-010Dio-010-

mede
Dio-

mede
¬-

mede is located on thethc RussianRusst.lnRusstlnRusst.ln-

side
Russian-

side
.

side of the InternationalInternJtlOn. DateDJteDJte-

lme
Date-

LineLinelme three miles from the LittleLIllieLIllie-

Dlomede
Little-

DiomedeDiomedeDlomede . The nesting sites onon-

these
on-

thesethese islandsIsldnds are relativelyrelaltvel } smallsmdllsmdll-

colonIes
small-

coloniescolonies comparedcompdred with thosethose-

al
those-

atatal the cape rookeriesrookerres . In CapeCape-

Thompson
Cape-

ThompsonThompson the murres thatthJt useuse-

this
use-

thisthis siteSlte have been estimatedestlO1Jted toto-

number
to-

numbernumber about 220,00022000020,00020000, .

The murres apparently followfollow-

aa strong instinctivemsltnctlve pattern ,. anan-

anCIent
an-

ancientancient natural lawIJw , min nestingnestmgnestmg-
the

nesting-
thethe aforementioned areas TheyThey-

Ignore
They-

ignoreignore other cliffschffs that wouldwould-

seem
would-

seemseem to10 be ideal for expansionexpansIOn-
ofof theirtheH propagationpropdgatlon habitshabits-

New
habits-

NewNew CliffsOiffsCliffs-

One

Cliffs-

OneOne of these cliffschffs is he/hnn-hehnnl-.c7hrlnl.c7hrlnl.c7hrlnc7hrlnLe/hrin-Lehrinhehnn-
yik

Lehrin-
yjk

-. / -.

yikYlkyjk or Cape Lewis As scientistssClenltstssClenltsts-
have

scientists-
havehave observed ,. CapeCdpeC dpe Lewis is aa-

relatively
a-

relativelyrelatively new cliffchff , believedbeheved toto-

have
to-

havehave been formed by earthquakeearthquakea-

ctIOn
earthquake-

actionaction . It wouldwouldseemseem thatthdt murmur-mur-

res
¬.-

res would expand theirtheH coloniescolomescolomes-
to

colonies-
toto this cliffchff but for some strangeststrange-
reason

rangerange-
reasonreason they havehdve not done soso-

This
so-

TIllS
so-

ThisThisTIllS behavonalbehavorial patternpdllern raisedrJlsedrJlsed-
a

raised-
aa question among scientists whowho-

made
who-

mademade environmentalenvHonmental studies forfor-

the
for-

thethe Atomic Energy CommissionCommission-
inin1/11/ connection with Project CharChar-¬-

iotlottot ,. whether the great coloniescolol1lescolol1les-

of
colonies-

ofof murres atal Cape ThompsonThompson-
would

Thompson-
wouldwould establishestabhsh new nestingneslingnesling-
places

nesting-
placesplaces if the face of the ancientancient-
chff

ancient-
cliffcliffchff were demolished .

Would they abandon the cliffsclIffs-

.of

cliffs-

of.ofof-of.- of CapeClpe; Thompson because ofof-

their

of-

theirtheir seemingseemll1g dislikediSti\.ldiSti.ldiSti.ll\.: of newly-newlynewly-

formed
newly-

formed
-.

formed chitsdillscliffs ? ItII this phenomephenome-phenome-
non

¬-

non took placeplJce ,. where wouldwould-

they
would-

theythey go?' ?

Economic ValueValucValue-

At

Valuc-
A

Value-

AtAtA t any rater .ltcltc. , in111 view ot01of thethe-

behJvorlIJ
the-

behavoriaihehavorialbehJvorlIJbehavoriai, pattern otof the murrnurrnur-

res
mur-

resres ,. the conservationconerVJtlon$ ot01of thesethese-

birds
these-

birdsbirds becamebecJme foremostforemot in111 thethcthc-

opll1lOn

the-

opinionopinionopll1lOn ofofrnJnyofmanymanyrnJny scientistsMlentl\hMlentlh: \ mInIn-

rJlsll1g

in-

raisingraisingrJlsll1g the question atJt the sameJmesame-

time
Jme-

timetime remembering the economiceconor11lceconor11lc-
vJlue

economic-
valuevaluevJlue of these birds to the Eskihkl ¬.

mosnosnHJnHJ.howho\.ho.ho\'. useme themthcm for foodlood andand-

who
and-

whowho are fondfondofolof thethc eggsegg\eggeggthey\ theytheyI-

JY
they-

laylayIJYlay-

The
IJY-

The
lay-

TheThe mealmeatmCJ ( of thethc murre , alJIal-alal-

though
¬.-

though eateneJten quite extensivelyexextensively-
by

tenslvelvtenslvelv-
byby the people ol01of the capeCJpe areasJreJs ., ..

is notriot consideredconconsideredaslderedlderedJasJ favoriteIJVIHlleIJVIHlle-
toud

favorite-
foodfoodtoud byb } hemthem( But the eggs olufofuf-

the
of-

thethe murre isI a greatgreJt delicacydelicacy-

There
delrc.lcdelrclcdelicacy-

There
. }

There are.IreIre. two species'pecIcpecIc' , ofufofnurrmurnurr-nurrnurr-
res

¬.-

res ,. the common murre and thethe-

tlllckbilled
the-

thickbilledthick-billedthickbilledtlllck-billedtlllck- murre
murreNo
No NestsNests-

Murres

Nests-
M

Nests-

urres

Nests-

MurresMurresM urres do not buildburldburldnctsbuildnestsnestsnc\tsnctsncts-
The

nests-
The

\
The commoncommun murre simply laysIJYsIJYs-

Its
lays-

itsits eggs on011Oil longlung ledges on theIthe-

face
hehe-

faceface of the cliffchff The thick-billedthickbilledtlllck-billedtlllcktlllckbilled-
murre

thickbilled-
murre

-

murre laysIJYs itsIt , eggs on shorter orurur-

d

ur-

I'con
or-

discontinuousdiscontinuousd I'conIcon' tmuou\tmuoutmuouledges\ ledgesledges-

The
ledges-

The
ledges-

TheThe si/esie, lie/ otufof the murre egg isI-
Sabout

is-

aboutabout twice( wlce thatthJt of01 a.II. largeIdrgeIdrge-
clllcken

large-
chickenchickenclllcken eggegg-eeggwith,.- withwithaa very uniqueu'llqueullqueunique-
shape

'

shapehape The side"dede" viewvie\vievieof\'. of the eggegg-

glve

egg-

givesgivesglve it the appearancedppearancc otof aJJ-

wedge
a-

wedgewedge ofut piepiC roundedroundedonon thethe-

large
( hehe-

largelarge baseoJ\eoJe\ anddnddndonandonon the smallm.rlimrli. endend-

The
end-

Thc
end-

TheTheThc naturalnJlurJInJlurJIreanaturalreasonreasonrea on for thethe-

urllLJue

the-

uniqueuniqueurllLJueurllLJuehdpeshape\hdpehdpe\ of the egg isI to1010-

prevent
to-

preventprevent it from fallingtalfll1g oftuttoff thethcthc-

rocky
the-

rockyrocky ledge When it rolls , itIt-

rolls
it-

rollsrolls in111fit a smallsmallJrcsmallarcarcJrc anddndandstopsstopsstops-

with
, top

with the largeIdrge end downduwn thethe-

II1chne

the-

inclineinclineII1chne
inclineTheII1chneThe

The shell is thicktlut.ktlutkthisktlut.kwilichthiskwhich._ whichwilichwilich-

would
which-

wouldwould seem reasonablereasondblc becausebecaubecause-

it
ee-

Itit is laid on the rock surfacesurfsurfac-
eBeautiful

aceac-
eBeautifulBeautiful EggsEggs-

The

Eggs-

The

Eggs-

TheThe color of the egg is usuallyUSUJllyUSUJllyI-

S
usually-

isis beautiful lighthght blue-greenbluegreen- , motmot-mot-

tled
mot-

tled
¬-

tledtledwithwith brown flecksflct.ksflctks. all overuveruver-
It

over-

itit Few arearc buffbunbuncolorcolor to almostJlmostJlmost-
mrlk.wlute

almost-

milkwhitemilk-whitemilkwhitemrlk.wlutemrlkwlute-.
, mottled with.IthIth. brownbrGnbrG\\brGbrG-

fled
brown-

flecks
\ n

flecksfled . ,
flecksWhen

When the murremurrc eggscgp areJrcJrc-
tr

are-

freshlyfreshlytr hly laidIJld , the people otof PointI'Oll1tIOll1tI'Oll1-

tlIupc
Point-

Ilope
'

HopelIupcIlope readyreddy theirthclr umiaksullllaks foiI'mImfurfu-

rzgggatherng
'

jgg-gatl.ermgjgggatl.ermgjgggatl.ermggatlermggg-gat.crll1ggggat.crll1ggggat.crll1ggatcrll1gzgg-gatherngzgggatherng- !.. tripstflp' , either tr1ti( '

(C'apeCape
'-

ape
a- pe' LisburneLI\burneLIburne\ or CapeeJpe(

'-

ape
a- pe' ThompThomp-Thomp,-

011

Thomp-
son

¬-

son,011011, KivalinaKIVdlllldKivahna lo-thelothelo.thclothcto-theto-. southouth, travelstravel\traveltravel-
to

travels-

to
\

to CapeCJpe( '-

ape
a- pe' ThompsonThomponThompson-

Several
ThompThompson-

Several
onon-

SeveralSeveral days '
provisionsprovI"unsprovIuns" areMCM-

Ctaken

are-

takentaken along for campingCdl11pll1g nearneJrneJr-
he

near-

thethe( he cliffscllrfs
DryOry
cliffsDrycllrfsOry
OryweatherDryweatherweather is chosendweni-hlseriihlseri-

, torfortor-

egg
for-

eggegg gatheringgdthenng . In scalingcahng thethe-

chffs
the-

cliffscliffschffs , dry footingfootmgfootingisis" neededneeded-

When
needed-

WhenWhen the cliffscliff are.IreIre. wet andand-

or
and-

oror damp , they become slipperyhppcryslippery-
from

hppcry-
tfromt rom leavingsleavll1gs of the murres onon-

the
on-

thethe ledges , therefore , extremeextreme-
CJre

extreme-
carecareCJre hashd to be taken by thethe-

picker
the-

pickerpicker loto keep from fallingfJllillgfJllillgoftfallingoffoftoffoft-

Ihe

off-

thetheIhe cliffsdlffs
cliffsThedlffsThe
The picker also hashJ , lo10to overOver--Over-

some

¬.

comet.ometomesome. anotherJnother distr.iumi/distr.iumidlstrllillldistr.iumianddrsirn., hill/' and.lIldlIldMidMi-
ddisquieting

. .lIl-

ddisquietingdisquieting obstacleobstdcle Thellrclire layingIJYlngIJYlng-

l11urres

laying-

murresmurresl11urres swoop down atJt grealgredtgreatgredt-

peed
great-

speedspeedpeedpeedJndspeedand, andJnd juslJust miss111M the headhCddhCddofheadofofof-

the
of-

thethe
pickerThere

pickerplckerr-

ThcreThereThcre isI aJ great temptationtemptdllontemptdllon-
by

temptation-
byby the pickerpKker to throw up hishIS-

hand
his-

handshandshand to scareSCdre the murre awayaWJYaWJY-

To
away-

ToTo do this , however ,. would meanmean-

disaster
mean-

disasterdisaster for if he shouldhould lose hishhis-

hold
"

holdholdonon the cliffchff ,. the pickerpicker-

would
picker-

wouldwould fall to almost certaincertain-
death

certain-
deathdeath
deathAnd

AndAndsoso , the tradition o/o01ofogath/ gathgath-gath-

ering

¬.-

ering murre eggs prevails to thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent time in the Arctic ThisThis-

ageold
This-

ageoldage-oldageold- custom of food gettinggettmggettmgI-

S
getting-

isis a way of gettinggettingwelcomewelcomewelcome-
change

welcome-
changechange in111 diet It was , andandISis ,.

a pleasant diversion , thoughthough-
somewhat

though-
somewhatsomewhat dangerousddngerous ,. and mustmust-

be
must-

bebe classedclassedasas one that has concon-con-

tributed
¬.-

tributedtrlbuted loto the survival of manmdnman-

inin111 the Arctic .
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LEGAL NOTICENOTICEN-

OTICENOTICE . OF FILING OFOF-
VTILITY

OF-

uTILITYTARIFFUTILITYVTILITYuTILITYTARIFFTARIFF REVISIONREVISION-
The

REVISION-
TheThe ALASKA PUBLIC UTILIUTILI-UTILI-

TIES
¬.-

TIES COMMISSION hereby gives nono-

tlce
no-

LiceticetlceLice of the filing of tarifftaroff revisionsreVISions-
by

revisions-
byby YAKUTAT POWER , INC 11A3( rA3
53)53)) , DOT LAKE ELECTRIC , INCINC-

TAl70)
INC-

TAI70)( TA1-70)TA170)70TAl-70)TAlTAI-70)TAI- ) , KOTZEBUEKOTlEBUE ELECTRICELECrRICELECrRIC-
ASSOCIATION

ELEcrRIC-
ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION ., INC ((TA3-17)TA317)17- ))., andand-
NORTHWAY

and-
NORTHWAVNORTHWAYNORTHWAV POWER ANDANO LIGHT ,

INC . ( TA2-42)TA242)42TA2.42)TA2.42TA242-. ) for the purpose of InIn-

Cludlng
in-

eludingeludingCludlng automatic rate adjustmentadjustment-
clauses

adjustment-
clausesclauses In their respective tariffstan tis .

These clauses would allow each ofof-

the
of-

thethe utilitiesutilitoes to changech nge Its electricelectric-

in

electric-
rates

electric-
ratesrates to reflect increases or decreasesdecreases-
on

decreases-
ininon the price of fuel on011oil used by thatthat-
utility

that-
utilityutility for generatinggeneratlng electricityelectnCltyelectricity-

Yakutat
electnClty-

Yakutat
electricity-

YakutatYakutat Power , Inc . proposes ana-
nadtment

an-

adjustmentadjustmentadtment)", of 0926C/KWH0926CKWH0926t/KWH0926t0926e/KWH0926e/ for eacheach-
1.0tgallon

each-
1.0tgallonl.OfVgallonlOfVgallon1.0t/gallon1.0tgallon1.0t10tgallon.. // changech nge inon fuel costcoslcost-

Dot
cosl-

Dot
cost-

DotDot Lake Electric , IncI nc requestsrequests-
anan adjustment of 0 21/KWH21KWH2t1KWH2t/KWH2t/ for eacheac-
hlOtgallon1lOt/gallonlOtgallon10rgallonOf/gallonOfgallon0r/gallon0r' / change in fuel cost .

Northway Power and LightLI9ht , IncInc-
proposes

Inc-
proposesproposes a change of O.lf/KWHO.lfKWHO.lfOlfKWHO.lt/KWHO.ltKWHO.ltOlt0.it/KWH0.itKWH0.it0it. / forfor-

each
for-

eacheach Lot/gallonLotgallon1.0t/gallon1.0tgallon1.0t10t./. // change inon fuel cost..

KoUebueKollebueKotzebue Electric Association ,

Inc . proposes thatI hat a compensatingcompensating-
surcharge

compensating-
surchargesurcharge , computed as follows , bebe-
added

be-
addedadded to each consumer'sconsumers' monthlymonthlyb-
Oiling

monthly-
billingbillingbOiling for the firstforst 3 Ot0 ( increaseoncrease perper-
gallon

per-
gallongallon inon fuel costs over 26 475475gal475t/gal475tgal4751/gal4751475tgalI-
on

4751gal-
Ion

/galgal/
Ion the surcharge would be 0 55tl5t/5t5tl-
KWH

5t-
KWH

/
KWH , and for each succeedingsucceedong 660t60to-
ncrease

OtOt-

increaseincreaseoncrease per gallon , there would Ibebe-

an
be-

anan additional surcharge of 0 5f5t pperper-

KWH
per-

KWHKWH
KWHMore

More detaileddetaoled informationonformatlon maymay-
be

may-
bebe obtainedobtaoned from the utilitiesultlltles whosewhose-
addresses

whose-
addressesaddresses are YakutatYak utat Power , IncI nc ,

P.OPOP-OPO.- Box 257 , Yakutat , Alaska
99689 ; Dot Lakeuke ElectricElectnc , Inc.. .,

Mile Post 1361 , Dot Lake , Alaska ,

Northway Powerir and Light , Inc ,
Northway ., Alaska< a 99764 , and KotKot-
Zebue

Kot-
zebueZebue Electric .ssociationssociationAssociation. . , Inc . , PPOPO-
Box

OO-

Box
O-

BoxBox 44 , KoUebueKotzebue ., Alaska 9975299752-

iction

99752-
The

99752-
TheThe complelecomplete filIngs are availableavailable-
for

available-
forfor Inspectioniction also at the Offices ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Public Utilities CommisCommis-Commis-
Sion

Commis-
sion

-¬-

sion , 1100 MacKay Building , 338338-
Denali

338-
DenaliDenali StreetSlreet ,. Anchorage , AlasAlaska'
9950199 0 1..

Any Interested party may tfilefile-
wIth

file-

with
. .

with the Commission by 4.30430. PPMM . ,

February 12 , 1974 , a statement ofof-

hIs
of-

hishIs- - VieWS indand specific reasons In favorfavor-

of
'

of , or In opposition to ,. any of thethe-
above

the-
aboveabove described tarifftarIffrevisionstariffrevisionsIff revisions ,. toto-toto-
gether

to-
gether

¬-

gether with writtenwnlten confirmationnformatlonc :> thatthat-

the
that-

thethe same statement has also beenbeen-

mailed
been-

mailedmailed3 or delivered to the utiTityullrotyutilityullroty-

which
utility-

whichwhichmen filed the tariff revision .

IATEDDATED at Anchorage , Alaska , thisthis-

28th
this-

28th28th6th day of January , 1974 .

ALASKA PUBLIC UTILITIESUTIUTIESUTIUTIES-
COMMISSION

UTILITIES-
COMMISSIONCOMMISSIONCOMMISSIONJJ. Lowell JensenJensen-
Executive

Jensen-
ExecutiveExecutive DirectorDirector-

Pub
Director-

PubPub . : Feb . 6 , 1974


