Modification of
vocational
.education bill

WASHINGTON — The chair-
man of  a' Senate subcommittee
on education has agreed to mod-

. ify: a. vocational education bill
that presented a potential quas-
mire for  Alaska’s  vocational
education program

. As originally’ introduced by
Sen. Claibome Pell, D-R.L, the
chajrmarni; of the Subcommnttee
on . Education ‘of the Senate’s
-Committee on Labor and Public
. Welfare, the bill, $.2657, would
have ' required establishment - of
. state . boards .and = State Ad-
visory. Councils 'on Vocatlonal
Education.

Educators in_ the state feared
that mandating. such  organiza-
tions, by  establishing require-
ments for federal funds, would
have  seriously complicated the
educational decision-making
process.

Sen. Mike Gravel D-Alaska,
in a letter to Pell, requested
that  Pell :take those  factors
into consideration before - vot-
ing - the bill out of committee.
Gravel suggested that Pell con-
sider . including - in the. bill ‘a
provision ‘that would recognize
states that already have a “work-
able ‘and productlve planning
agency already in operation for
vocational education.” i

Pell responded - by ' offering

a.compromise’ that ‘would pro-
vide for a comprehensive plan-
ning -commission made up of
state agencies and public mem-
bers.
“  The  planning commission
would help to plan state pro-
grams, but would operate under
the State Board of Education,
which would “retain ‘full admin-
istrative responsibility .

‘The bill, with the compro-
mise, is scheduled for full com-

. mittee consideration.



