Hammond releases results of d- 2 plan questwnnazre

Go.v. Jay Havmmond has re-
leased  the results of more than
1,100 ‘questionnaires ‘filled out
by Alaskans on the state’s pro-
posed D-2 plan. -

Hammond said, “This ques-
. tionnaire - was: but ‘one part of

a lengthy and. continuing proc-
ess. of involving the public in
the decision-making process. on
this Alaskan issue.”
“In general,” . the. governor
said, “the ‘survey  results indi-
cated support for some of the
. major - concepts of this. D-2
proposal. . ‘For. example,:
~agreed with' the. idea of estab-
lishing a permanent. cooperative

" Alaska Land Commission,

“Fifty-eight’ per. cent agreed
‘if the -commission were ' estab-
lished, it should have strong land
classification  and planning au-

thonty over state ‘and’ federal:

land . in the Cooperatlve Man
agement Areas.

“Sixty-one ‘per ' cent agreed
with ', establishing " Cooperative
Management = - Areas. Seventy:
seven per -cent agreed ‘if the
Comans were -established _then
the state should ‘actively “coop-
erate in the management of the
state ' lands ‘within the " area.

“Sixty-five per cent thought’

the  commission - should. have
the authority to identify trans-
portation- corridors across fed-
-eral lands, if it is established.
Sixty-two -per cent favored the
idea of establishing . Area Ad-
visory Boards under the com-
- mission.”
- A substantial number of resi-
.dents wanted more “public land

‘made available for.private own-

55%

_ership.” As - the lands. proposed

for (d) ' (2) withdrawals' were
carefully selected by the Sec-
retary of. the 'Interior for their

~1mportam long-term. public- val-

ues, it is unlikely that they will
be released for ' private  owner-
'ship. i .

However, the administration
recognizes ' the -importance - of

. private ' ownership and intends

to raise it as part of the federal

~consideration” of this bill as well
as reviewing  state programs in,

this regard.

Hammond smd in. general
most * Alaskans ' who' filled out
and returned ‘the questionnaires
felt that “‘too” much” acreage

‘had been proposed for new na-

tional parks and. preserves under
National ' Park ' Service . Manage-

‘ment while ‘the response to rec-

reation areas was more evenly
balanced.

'On the other hand; a ma:
jority “felt that' the acreage pro-
posed .for national forests, Alas-
ka resource lands, and National
Wildlife - Refuges -was either
“‘about right,”” or “too little.”

Hammond said, “It.appears
many individuals wish the entire

D-2 issue would simply ‘go away -

to allow a return to the system
that existed in the 1960’s. -

“It s, however, absolutely
clear that - Congress will * set
aside  large amounts -of land in
Alaska into the four federal sys-
tems. WhatI am"working for is
an_ alternative to. the  large,
restrictive set-asides by adding
a 'new concept to management
of our lands by. our people.”

Govemor Hammond began -

110,000 . questionnaires

the publl«. process W|th a state-
wide radio, address on Nov
Mt

In addmon he retemly spoke
before  several groups in- Fair-
banks ‘and  Anchorage on this
issue,

Thirty:two * public ‘metings

" state;
were

were : held, across -the
mailed out.

Included ‘in that group were
1,200 sent to. the 12 ‘Native
regional corporations, 13,500 to
179:schools, 720 to smaller vil-
lages, ‘1,500  at Fish and Game

offices across the state, and sev- -
-eral

thousand ' made,  available

at the public meetings.

" About 80,000 were dlsmbut

ed throughout the state as news-

paper inserts.
Hammond ' said,. “My ‘D-2

Task: Force will now begin. re-

shaping the D-2 proposal based
-on the public comments.”, ;

."Hammond 'has ‘already asked .
that: modifications' be ‘made to

allow state selections of Alaska
resource -lands “following - their
release. for such selection by the
Alaska Land Commission. He

also requested new: language ‘to

give the commission the power
to designate' prime uses on Alas-
ka re.ource lands, a responsibili-
ty the original proposal'would
have given to Congress.

In- “addition, . proposals * for
Wild..and Scenic River designa:
tions will be made in the next
draft of the governor’s bill.

Hammond said. the justifica-
tion . for ‘and boundaries of all

«.proposed - new ' federal refuges,

forests; parks, preserves, recrea-

tion “areas and , Alaska: resource,

lands 'will receive ' new ' and

v.thorough scrutmy ‘in the com-' )

ing months.

To meet congressional guide-
lines, it appears now. the state
will' have to submit a D-2 bill
to Congress in the fall: |



