North Slope residents once again protest offshore drilling

By Linda Lord-Jenkins
Tundra Tones Editar
Grovernment represenlalives
in Barrow to hear public com
ment on a proposed ollshore
oil leasing schedule last week
were told that North Slope
residents are tired of attending
hearings o voice opposition

that those residents are uncer
tain means anvthing n Wash
inglon,

Tireg but in no way will- -

ing to stop their opposition,
sald those testifying al a hear-
ing on opening a large tract of
land in the Beaufort Sea off
Cape Hallecut.

The heanngs on the Diapur
Field Sale Number Tl were
held in Barrow, Nuigsuit, Kak-
tovik, Fawrbanks and Anchor
age last week with a large bulk
ul opposiiion o the [lJiJ.ﬂ hl.'lr'lg
voiced in the North Slope.

The prioposed sale includes
major portions of the Beaulonl

Sca which are lowated on
near prime subsistence hunting
and fishing areas,

Annie Brower Trom Barrow
told the panel “We are like a
broken record.  We  never
change what we sayv. We are
against  offshore  dolling, We
just see dilterent people and

Wi say everythege we have sand

belore , then you come here

and turn around and da Ihlngn-

i a ditferent manner.”
According 1o terms of the

lease sale, Secretary of the In

terior James Watt will make a
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pur Field tracts are scheduled
to go on the sale block in
September if Watt decides 10
lease them. A ome-year starl-up
time is estimated for any first

rig.
The total proposed lease
sale area includes 372 tracts

of ocean space. But, the pro-
posed sale includes several al-
ternate sale proposals
including a two-year delay in
the sale, a no sale alternative,
an alternative which deletes
33 leasing blocks in the northf
northwest portions of the sale
area because of ice hazard con-
ditions; the fifth altemate de-
letes 49 blocks in the Cape Hal-
kett ares which is an important
area for Barrow subsistence ac-
tivities for bowhead whaling
and seal hunting

Altermate & would delete
47 blocks in the southern poi-
ton of the Beaufort Sea in
thie Colville River Delia which
i5 & highly productive wildlife
habitat for nesting birds, migra-
wory waterfowl, nesting birds,
caribou and fisheries;

Alternate 7 would eliminate
17 blocks in the Southern
Beaufort S¢a between the Col-
ville River and Prudhoe Bay
which has a large seal and cari-
bou population.

An environmental im-
pact statement which research-
es all environmental, scientific,
social and economic impacts
on on any oil lease sale stated

finding oil in the sale area and
the 1.8 million acre lease sale
area probably holds 2.38 bil-
lion barrels of oil and 1.78 tril-
lion cubic feet of gas.

Under the current proposal,
the drilling activity would be
conducted all months of the
year except for September and
October. There currently is a
six-month  summer  drilling
stoppage in offshore projects
whwhich was implemented two
years ago to prevent an oil spill
occurrence during migration of
the bowhead whale.

At a recent Alaska Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
hearing held in Anchorage to
discuss lifting that seasonal
restriction, North Slope offic-
jals opposed lifting that sea-
sonal restriction because of
fear of oil spills during broken
ice periods, The Tundra Times
incorrectly reported that the
seasonal drilling restriction was
for the winter months instead
of the summer months. '

The Borough's opposition
to litting that summer drilling
ban was continued at the most
recent hearing with Lloyd Ah-
vankana preseénting a slatement
on behalf of Mayor Eugene
Brower who was ill.

Brower's statement reminded
the hearing officers that “our
renewable resources come from
the sea. Our Native arts come

_-man-made

and they need to get il some-

where,” the statement said.

He said “The culture of the
Inupiat is not considered suf-
ficient in the eyes of the
US. people 1o stop the lease
sale,” so he urged that if the

“sale can't be stopped, that it

be delayed for at least two
years to allow for more re-
search and developmeni of
technology to clean up spills.

A delay would “Better en-
able us to assess the cumulative
impact on the Arctic ¢nviron-
ment and the Inupiat to help
preserve the culture from ex-
tinction."” '

Charlie Edwardson Sr., a
Point Barrow' village elder, told
the group that “The ocean is a
hazard. When the ice starts to
move in the spring, nothing can
stop it. Not when a piece is
larger than 40 by 100 feet. No
thing can stand
that,” said Edwardenn

Noah Itta told the group
that since the oil industry had
come o the North Slope,
prices in Barrow had risen
greatly and he asked why that
was happening.

wanl

‘No man is good enough to
govern other men without the
others’ consent.” The white
culture intrudes on the Inupiat
culture by their desire to go
into the Beaufort,™

Ross Ahngasuk told the
panel, “We've been talking,
speaking and people from oth-
er towns have spoken against
this. How is this testimony
taken?”.

He told the group that the
“0il companies have not given
ear 1o listen to the pleas of
the Eskimos. After they have
drained our land of oil, they
to drill offshore and
damage the small animals that
the big animals live off of. The
oil companies look at Native
people like a little bunch of
children even though they have
grey hair. They have no respect
for our knowledge.”

Barbara Bodenhom, direc-
tor of social services for the
Inupiat Community of the
Arctic Slope, told the panel

that putting drilling rigs in the -

Beaufort is like putting a nu-
clear reactor in a white per-
son’s back yard.

She said that the Inupiats
look at the sea like their garden
but white people had a diffi-
cult time understanding that

because a garden is a hobby to

them.
She said that the problem
with the lease sales is that

the people of the North Slope
are getting a feeling of help-

brunt of the development.”

Mike Jeffery of Barrow erit-
icized the report becausé it did
not include a National Marine
Fisheries reporl on the impact.

He also criticized the 're-
port’s refusal to talk about the.
lack of Coastal Zone Manage-
ment plan and Jeffery told
the panel that a law suil in
California fuled that the Coasi-
al  Zone ., management plan
must be considered, -

He also was critical of the
lack of a description of how
clean-up of an oil spill would
be conducted and about the
liability in case a spill occurs.

At a hearing in Anchorage,
numerous oil industry repre-
sentatives spoke in favor of the
sales. Their comments followed
comments from Dick Wilson
of the Alaska/Pacific Division
of Exxon Company who sup-
ported immediate sale of the
enlire leasing area.  Wilson
maintained that the industry
has the adequate technology to
clean up any spills.

He also said that recent
offshore oil spill statistics have
shown a decline in spills which
are good for the sale.



