Reorganization leans toward Anchorage power

By State Rep. H. Pappy Moss
D-Delta Junction

The third week of the
second session of the 12th
Legislature saw a final organ-
ization of the House. The new
Republicanded  organization,
after nearly three weeks of or-
ganization attempts, recon-
structed their last session's
nine-member finance commit-
tee by adding an additional
two members from the An-
chorage area. This increases
the size of the commiitee
to eleven members. Previously,
the Anchorage area had three
members. They now have five
on this major committee. The
Great Interior and South-
eastern regions still have only
one representative each from
their areas to see that their
constituent’s concerns  are
properly addressed. Unfortun-
ately, these two members ap-
pear to be dancing only to
the tune of the band from
Anchorage.

Unfortunately for the In-
terior, the lone Interior mem-
ber on the House Finance
Committee has already stated
that the other four members
of the House Interior delega-
tion won't get very much for

of Judiciary, HB 632, that

needed a cost (fiscal) note per "
existing law. This created much &
floor debate. During the de-

bate, comments were made
that it could be corrected over
in _the Senate cc -
since by that time, a cost
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kind of an approach to
work makes a unicameral legls-

lature more acceptable,

It seems to me that rather
than make a record in the num-
ber of bills moved from the
House in a short session, we
should move only those that
will need little or no change in
the other body. If the other
body uses the same tactics
of rapidly moving bills for
the sake of moving bills, nei-
ther house would be contribut-
ing to either good legislation,
or a short session, -

This session finds only three
days per week calendared for
floor sessions. The three day

equivalent of six days since
the sessions on these days are
normally not being adjourned
until 6:00 1o 8:00 PM, pri-
marily due to inept commit-
tee work. h

I note an intergsting devel-
opment{ in the headlines de-
partment of the Anchorage
newspapers that indicates the
manner in which the meat axe
budgets are made to appear
as a blessing. One paper, The
Daily News, accurately notes
that Juneau will be awash in
constituent mail in coming
weeks due to Anchorage Re-
publican Representative Cud-
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shook up, a proposal to add to
the originally cut funding will
be accepted. The folks would
be grateful for these small
favors and not notice the fact
that it is still a meat axe
death blow. Furthermorge, the
folks who might not need these
services won't notice that a
little thing like municipal rev-
enue sharing is also being meat-
axed. As a result we will prob-
ably see a flood of messages
from those folks who won't
relish a raise in their munic.
ipal taxes.
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