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last week 1o lead the Anchor-

age Native Caucus as it seeks

a greater role for Native Alas-
kans in municipality life. Tied-

eman, a summertime commer-

not to run this year as he was
recently appointed by Mayor
Tony Knowles to serve as the
legislative lobbyist for the mu-
nicipality of Anchorage.

Mayor Jané Peterson was
chosen as vice president, Flor-
ene Booth as secretary, Ruth
Williard as treasurer, and Willie
Templeton as sergeant at arms,
Dea Halkett and Dan Perry
were elected as at-large mem-

“Our role is similar to that
of the federation,” Tiedeman
explains the purpose of the
caucus, “The Alaska Federa-
tion of Natives is an advocate
for all Natives, statewide. We
are an advocate for all Natives
living in the Anchorage area.”

Tiedeman notes that the cau-
cus will seek greater involve.

.-.*

supported Mayor Knowles, and
now we expect him to support
l.-.“

Among the prime issues
faced by the caucus are hous
ing, employment, education,
and fair treatment. “We're
going to take ¢ close look at
affirmative action plans in state
and local governments,” says
Tiedeman.  Agencies have
fallen *“tremendously” short in
the hiring of Natives, he
siresses.

“They have done fairly well

with the blacks, but the blacks .

were more organized earlier
than we. Now it is our. turn
to organize.” Tiedeman also
hopes the caucus can be effec-
tive in reducing stereotypes
held by the public concemning
Native Alaskans.

“The public seems 1o asso-
ciste Natives in one of two
wiys,” he explains. “As the
rich Native of the corporation,
or as the Fourth Avenue ster-
eotype. It's always high class

ized, and make themselves
heard.

Tiedeman, who was born and
raised in Cordova,



