ative athletes lead
Anchorage schools

By Bill Hess
Tumedia Tames Stall

Doreen Ahgeak™s teamimales
had been lookmg L her tor
leadership last Frday night i
a haskethall contest which thes
hoped would end - victory
over West High Through three
quarters, the 557 tnmster
student Trovm Banrow had cone
trofled . sht amd b nded
e ball more than anyone clse
Hlh, wvet the

seone had  always been close

fromm Serviee

Service wis able to hold a lead,
wsually — only  one 1o thiee
poinls ahead of thewr oppon
ety Troem West

Then i the muddle of the
fourth  quarter,  with Service
ahead by only three, a player
shoved  Ahgrak
Ahgeak shoved back. The el
eree expelled hoth from the
game. The crowd had  been
angry at the ofticials all nght
[omg,  mow  Lans
teams hooed thenr displeasare
Ahgeak  sal

hands, having scored 19 points
L |

feawm Wesa

frosm  hasth
dowrn. bead

Lo the game Her average s .

Shiclly Kolnnka, center. had
alwavs heen g leader on the
teant, andnest o Algeak, wos
W Tuighest scorer. It owonld b
maintan e fead
with  Abgeak  gone, but the
team mel m @ huddle. then
bioke . koedunka  puned by
mates a0 viclory yell, and
charged back onto  fng F-|J'-.II'|'1..'
Mo

When the game ended, Ser-
vice had deteated West by g
wore of 39 o 36, OF those 9

|||.||_']| Tui

points, 30 had been scored by
Ahgeak and kolimka. The two
have been the wndispiited lead
ers s year e a season which
s seen Service nise Trom a ne
contender posation 1o rankmg
of il am the state, and a o
rend standmg of second in the
Anchorage  League. Baoth pirls
are Aliska Native, Kolunka
Painmshoan, and Ahgeak an I
mat Eskimn

“loqust keep saying we're
poing to gel it hack together,
we're gomg 1o wim!” Kohinka
describes bad moments in com
petition, like when her team-
mate was removed from the
game Ul always know we can
win, | knew we would win. We
just peed to stick together.”™

“Baskethall s my favorite
hobby " Ahgeak, a guard, ex.
plams  the enthusiasm  which
has enabled her to become a
starat 4 short heght.  She s
also wp  rehounder on the
tearm, unusial Tor a geard.
“Is just what | grew up with,
In"Barow  we had a gym,
and  thats where | spent all
my time, playing basketball ™
As much as seven hours a day.

Ahgeak receved inspiration
and encouragement from her
parents, Charlie and  Beverly
Ahgeak. “Both my mom and
my dad plaved bhaskethall,”
she explains. In fact, they were
bhath named “most  valuable
plzyer™ of  their  teams ai
Mount  kdgecumbe  High
School a1 Sitka,

Although  Ahgeak's parents
live w Barcow, they stll sup-

all the way

e

port her. During the Christmas

hohidays. Beverly Ahgeak fMew
from Barrow 1o
Anchorage 1o watch her daugh-
ter play an mportant game

Ahgeak does regret the nci-
dent which got her expelled
fronnn the game  with Wesi
I was qust sad. that on my
part 1 didn’t control mysell
hetter.”

“Proreen i 4 player with

very  good comtto],”" adds hes
coach, Bob Ferguson, “whao us-
willy  would  pot let such o

thing happen 1o her. She was
just provoked tooa point where
i owas hard not 1o do some.
thing In a way_ 1t had 1o hap
pen. You can't let yoursell be
intamadated ™

Although Service won  the
game . Ferguson does not feel i

was one of thew betler games.

The puls agree, going so Tar

1y descnbe woas perhaps the

Loughest they  have
plaved this season. “We play a
game  than
s normally ™ Ferguson ¢x
plons. " Tomght, we  played
then gaime We Townd wurselves
down  the

game

comm o] e

Illrnlllllil' upe .|n|I
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The guls pledge this won’

happen again ;. especially whien

they next face Fast. Bast s

currently  leading  the  league

they  have  deteated
Serviee  Twie, once by o
poaits,  and  then hy  nine.
Yoeu m hoth games, Service led
at halttume, and sometume built
up leads as hagh as 15 points
U1 oguiess oo tean didnt hold
Ahgeak

sy, CWe peeded e sLanm-

Already

oul long enmngh "

1)1

“Were o Lo beat them
this  tome,” hoarhimka
“We e poang 1o Lake the state
hohinka aiso
ook up haskethall o an early
age 1 stanted playing whén |
was e, she explams, be
cise of my height.” kohinka
pivres she was about a5 tall
al e s Ahigeak s now, Toe
day. she stands five feet, 11
amdd a hall mches. Like Ahgeak
she  receves  much  support
fromn Ber parents. Her mother
can usually be heard cheering
above the other students.

Both stars are seniors now,
and hope w continue playing
ball m college. There 15 no ac-
live recruttment program  fos
womens  bhasketball i Alaska.
Kohinka plans to attend the
University of  Alaska at An-
chorage. Ahgeak does not yel
know where she wants 1o go,
but has applied at several col-
leges. "1 dudn't tell them |
played baskethall,™ she says.

This omession should  not
complicate Ahgeak's chances
tor admittance. When asked
what her grades are, Ahgeak
modestly  says,  “They're
better than they used to be ™
She 5 an  honor  student.
Her last report card showed
five A's and one B.

Coach Ferguson has his own
ileas as 1o why these two stu-
dents have developed into such

s

Champrmship

(Continued on Page Thirteen)



Perserverance,
love, put

 athletes on top

(Continued from Page Six)
outstanding basketball players.
“Shelly has so much perse-
verance,” he explains. “She has
stuck with basketball for many
years. She has a lot of poten-
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