
t

. .rr.

r

SFKt
"

A-

r

,

sr"sr" r

, -f-f

4 y4 ,

.. wa

j Cultural preservationreservation }; k topic1 ,thathat weighweighs heavily in Aethe hearts

| of Alaska ts NativeaUvecldett'foraUvecldettforelders
,'for obvious reasons.reasons. .

j i

TradrtkmalsgatheringTrditi
,

onal g thering designeddeigned to clarityclarify , preserve
.Southeast'sSoutheasts'' llM.-llM.Native-tire heritaget14ge

;

Event scheduled
,

for latelade February '

Traditional leadenleaders from the
TUngit.TUngitTlingit ., Haida and Tsimshian

nations announced recently
they are planning a cultural,event scheduled for Feb.Feb. 24

thru 26 , l982mJuneau.l982mJuneau1982 to Juneau.Juneau.

This historic gathering is a
n-rresultresult of previous meetings

where 14 Elders of these nana-na-

tions met to discuss various
cultural and historical issues.issues.

Consensus of those planning
the meeting is , "WeWe" must pass

the traditions , customs , legleg--

ends , historic events , songs.songs.

dance , and lifestyle on to

our children and children'schildrens'

children so they will know
who they are and where they .

come from.from. "

The group of Elders are
concerned that much of theiitheir

recorded history iss incompleteincompleft , ?

some inaccurate and most
.

often misunderstood ;: The El'El'
ders expressed an urgency to
begin preserving their culture '

and heritage before it is lost
forever George Davis , descendescen--

dant of the Dei She Taan

Clan stated , "ThereThere" are a lot of

people (elders ) that are passing
away.away. In this day and age , the
Titanic that sunk can be raised ,

if desired.desired. But what we can'tcant'

do as people is go to a person'spersons'

grave and ask that individual

to tell us about our people.people." .-

Walter Soboleff.Soboleff., descendant
of the Lee NetNei teebee) Clan , con-con-

curredcurred'ttatingcurredttating' stating , "WeWe" need more
than ever to unite ourselves
to preserve our folklore and
anything about, the culture of
our people . \ ,

We'veWeve' been
waiting a long time to do this.this.

Let us look to this goal.goal. If
it isn'tisnt' done nowywenowwe,, willwin have
lost about 90 percent of it.it. "

"TheThe" fulnessfglness of time has
come.come. Now Is the time to begin
recording our history and tratra--

ditions for 'ourselvesourselves' and our
people ," added David Kat'Kat',
zeek , Shun Goo KeKei) Dee desdes--

cendant and president of the
SealaskaSetilaska Heritage Foundation.Foundation.

Katzeek emphasizedemphasized the
needpeed for all traditional leaders
to join together and become
"ofof" one mind"mind" to attain the
goatgoal of cultural preservation.preservationpreservation.preservation .

x firtfti Bo6ffiRootli , Meilivaahistot3( tlak a htetor
iariSari for( or

, ,tlietii} , TymehiaiTsimshiaq) Tribal
'AssociationAssociation'AzociatitinAzociatitin' tommeptedbommented , ' "IfIf"
iwe"iweewe"ewe" lose"lose1034"1034""" oilrodr culturetrlture , we'vewevewove'
Post(ost ourQurplace,

,place in this part of
the world.worldworld.world

. We'reWere' just like sand
on the beach As long as we

maintain our culture , we ideniden--

tify with the land "

The special guests at tinthis
historical event will be tratra-tra-

ditional and knowledgeable
leaders who represent clans
from the Tlingit , Haida , and
Tsimshian nations as far north
as Yakutat and as far south as

Metlakatla.MetlakatlaMetlakatl; .

This historical event is being
sponsored by contributions
from Sealaska Corp.Corp. and a

grant from the Alaska State

Arts Council and coordinated
by the Sealaska Heritage FounFoun--

dation.dation.

The Foundation is a non.nonnon-.-

profitprofit.,. organization dedicated

to the preservation of Tlingit ,

Haida , and TsimshianTsimsMah culture
and history.history.

The foundation tois fully supsup--

ported by Sealaska Corp ,

IS.ISLS.LS.. WE1SSBRODTWEISSBROIQT PAPERS :'

Sealaska Heritage Foundation ,

Juneau , Alaska

Meeting-MeetingMeeting'-' heldfield in:;, the public
schoolkh6ol.hbusekh6olhbuse,. house of'of' Juneau , Ak?,

by request of Indian chiefs on
account of the 'jprcsencejprcsence'*esence of
His Honor, .GovGov.GoV6.GoV6.GoV6. . John G.GG .,

Brady , ChiefsChlefi of lhedifferenthe"differentthedifferent;" ,,

.tribestribes.,
tribes desiring to imakemake their

complaints-complaints
- ,

;to ththe? governorgovetrtof
, respectfully'respectfullyrespect fuO' asking'askingaskIngtHis',

* His'His' ; HonorHonoi
andpnd .agentagent., of Ihethe governmentgovernment
present toto'gisltittogisltit' assist them ; In getget-get;-
lingting "totosto" -thethea- 'the"a-the-

' " President'PresidentPresldent'Presldent ' of the,lhe
,11, _ _ _ _ . ?

_ _ _ , - - - -

r

- "
. .

. - -tt- .

United States and Congress in
session such relietlief In'Infit"fit'

"

an enactenact--

ment of tawslaws as will at least
partially relieve their comcom--

plaints made to the govergover--

nor.nor. The meeting held Dec.Dec.

14 , 1898.1898. (Complaintcomplaints have

been translated by the governgovtrn-govtrn - ;

menttrient interpreter , George ,

KostrometinoffKosttometinoff , as taken here-here- .

with.with. ;

CHIEF KAH-DU-SIIANKAHDUSIIANKAti-Dta-SIIANKAtiDta- - ,

FROM WRANGbLLWRANGELL
"LongLong" time ago before the

white people came to this
country , TlingilTlingit had lawlaws and

at every village there was a
chief, some villages two or

more chiefchiefs.chiefs. Now around
Wrangell we have namenames! otof dit-dit-

ferenfeVnt) mountains , different
creefcscreeks , bays.bays., jointspoints , all-all- have
names.namesnames.names. Around Taku , the Tlin-Tlin't'lan-'t'lantlan' ' -

git.gltglt
.

gave namenames to different
points, islands , , mountains , as
well as ChilkatChilkit and otheroilier
places.places.

"ThreeThree" principal rivers in this
country through which the NaNa--

tives of the country would go

into ulteriorinterior are Stickeen RivRiv--

er , Taku River and Chilkat
RiverRiver. ,. The Sitka Tlingit as well

as HoonahIloonah and they go to

Yakutat.Yakutat .

"EverEver" since It have been a
boy , I have heard the names of
different points , bays , islands ,

mountains , places where Tlin-Tlinnn.nn-.

git get herring , hunting and
make camps , that is why I1

think this country belongs to
us.us.

"LongLong" , long time ago bebe-be-

fore white people came to ttvt
country , our people livedDyed here
at certain places where they
went hunting and fishing.fishingflsl4ng.flsl4ng.

When the Russians were here

they did not have any stores
In the interior but they used
to trade with our people here
(means on the coast ) .

"II" ! was a boy when this
country was purchased and solsot.sot.
diersdiets came here to Wrangell
and to Sitka.Sitka. There was a

captain by name of Smith who
told us that Americans had
purchased this country , ThtenThOn
the 'businessbusiness' menmen Ifollowcdtollowedthe
soldiers.soldierssoldieti., 'TheyThey' commenctdcommenced io

: tradttrade withwith ourtier people *, 7

"OutOut"Our people did not obj'ecfobjecfobject'
;

did notilof'sajrilofsajr'say anythinganythingtoUlhem.Ulhem( theist.theist.
By bbdand by theytheybegan.beganbegan., to build
canneriescann ries and , take the'creeksthecreeksthe 'icreeks

.
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(Continued from Page Nine)

.- away , fjfonfro) ususe, where thethey) ,

make salmon.andsalmonand., whenwhat we told
themdiem theseChesscieeks,creeks belonged to.to.,

,uus they would not pay anylay
attentionatientiod toto us and said .allall.,all
thii'cpunlry'thiicpunlrythis

,;'cquatry'cquatry' belonged , to presPres.. ,

Jdentidenti, t" iec ;, big-big-, chief at ?Wash;,""IngtoIngtoy'lngtoeylngtoe'
? .:

,, "WeWe" havehave.. places where'where' we
used"usedused

"

to ,trap furs1furs :; , nownow the
white"white

"

, .manman., .getget., , up , on"these'ontheseors'ors"' "thesethese"

',
'

grounds.groundsgroundsL'j'heygroundsLjhey.
'They' tell wus lhalthat, they

*arc'arcare'are' hunting ,for gold, but the
judgejadges andfind .governorgovernor. , tells them
tot lppllook( forfor gpld.gpldgeld.geld.. WeWe know piatthst
the

"'whitewhite'
,

hliq people
, get lotstotsof'of'of' '

goldgoad rnoneyjoutnroney out Of thesethese placeplaces

"asas;"
,
welltell ;

,

'-ai'out
a-iout' ' out 6f the Yukon

RiverRiverw,; , Here at thithis .placeplace.,
as

,wcUwell
, Motheriisothef;,, , placeplaces ; they 'taketake' ,

ourour ;.' propertypmtrty;,'

, take , rwayway
ground , and whenwhen

"-

about
a-

bout
"

we
, ,corncom .

plain to themthemrabout., it-.i-ti- .i . the/thethey"they/"

employ a lawyerlawyer , and go totd'td'

Court. and win the case.case.

"ThereThere-there"- areaieanlmals
, animals and flshifish,

atsat
"-

places
p-

laces
"

place where-wherewheie -, '"' they make
homehomes.homes..;We are notnot fish.fishfuh.fuh. V/eVeWe/ like
to live like other people,,

(
livehve.hve,. ,

? We.We. makesnake-snake
-

thithis , complaint be-bebt-bt-
'causecause'cause'cause' '

'wewe'
, areBrio

A-

veryvery poor 'nownow' now,);

'TheThe' time"time" wflfwig come when we'we'

will not havehave anything left.left.
The money and everything

,
else

lie,in ,
'thlthl'}
this, .countrycountry.,

colriiry wUwill} be.bebd;
. , the

property1t mpert of the whitewhiff man and
ourour people will bavehave nothing.nothing.,,,

"We'meetWemeet"Wo'meitWomeit" '' here'here' tonight, for
the purposepurpose for'for'

,,yo'uyou' to write
To the ChiefChief'alChiefal

'
at Washington and"andan

"

toto'to' letkf them /snowsnow(/enow putui com-comsoiri -'
plaint/WeplaintWeplaint.veplaintve/. also ask him.him

.
( to'retoretore-' -'

turn, ourout, creekcreeks and .the.the.theihehdnt-ihehdnt. ., hunt *-

ing
,
groundgrounds

, the whitewhite people
havehave taken from usus.us,.

"OfOf'Of"" ' course ;; we are hot'ahotahot ', as

powerful asas'as' wfttiwhitb people.people. We

have no 'toldiers.toldiers.toldierssoldiers.soldiersI' . .WeWe. have'have' no
ttrcngth.ttrcngth'strength.strength.strength' . We asic'asicastir' the'the'

,
big

Chief at Washington isas children
askas t their .fatherfather.fathers.fathers.fathers.

,
. The missionmissionA

'-aries
a-

ries"-ariei
a-riei'"

,

'AndAnd' and'and'
teacherteacheri tell usu

that no OneOne but God make Uiethe
peoplepeople4 We'knowWeknowW' know that the samesame
God mademady ;us.us. AndAn4 God placed

"ireire
"u A here.here., ,iWhiteWhite people *"

?
are

sniartfourspurt errpepeopleople , are , nor.nornot,. aas
. imart'imartmart ', ai white peoplepeople"JutepeopleJute," .,, Ju t

likeYike"theYikethe" the wn"wniun
"

shiningihlaing"On.IthisihlaingOn.IthisihlaingOnIthis"oni. thi
'-
eerth-

'-
eerth

e-

erth
', '
earth.earth-.,

,

!

"TheyThey"WheyWhey" J'FeJFe, fe
.'
r

.,
.powerfulpowerfulpowerfrily,' They ,

. '
i ' '

"" " ''4 -ii- e
.

, . i'i'' ' '

;have the power.power. .TheyThey'They.' have

,men of'ofbf'bf'' wars.wars. It Is#s nqjtwee.twee. right
foefof archuch powerful 'peoplepeople' ple aas'as'

you'you' are to take away trod(rom
poor peoplepeople. ,. likeEke we'wewe ',, arearea, .ourour.;our
creekCreeki ', an4and hunting groundgrounds.grounds .

AmongAmong our'our' people wewe .havehave.,
have

,ChiefChiefs.Chiefs. We have nice ;
, people.people., .

'-
that'

t-

hat
''-
that
t-

hat' ' fawhy1s'1s' ' whyF I1i thinkthink thethe lvhitc'whitewhite'

' people ate our chiefchiefs.chiefs.. ,
' . ,

"LongLong" ,Umetime ago, .ourour. father('

used
'-
to

t-o'to-'tellto'telltell-;, tell' childrenchildren'whochildrenwho', who waiwai ,

the Chief.Chief. 'and-.and-.an-
d

'an-
d

'
.
what-whatwhat'-' happened

jfongjbng.timejbngtime.
,
time.time., age.ageigo, . and

,thatthat is whywiry
wewl, ,

know.howknowhowknow-howknowhow.- , thethe-ChiefttheChieft- hief , areere
;made sari. 4 .whatwhat. "whatwhat

"

, ourour ancestors?nce too ;

' usedcased Idro-dorodo'-, ,do ," Present are Johni.Johnilohn2.

[!sonsonCoogh-See'andsonCooghSee'andSeeand, , Koogh-SctKooghSct) - , ' and -another'another'another-another'another'another-- '

,
youngpung manman who are ChiefChiefs , and
alsoalso old mailmin , by namename ofof
Shoo-we-KahShooweKahShoo-we-rah"rah"rah- -( " We doldot not aaskt;

,thethb'wholethbwhole'whole of Alaska.AlaskaAlaska.Alaska.
"WeWe"W9W9" "

limplysimply ask , tfie(he"he" PrePiesl-Piesll-l-

"dentdent" to give'give' uius a grpund.groundground
.

where'where', we.wewe.we.
. cancase ialseialse'vegetablesialsevegetables' vegetable .

and placeplaces , ,wherejwewhere'where'we canciii huntrunt'runt( '

' ;and prepareprepare ilshj'WeilshjWefuh2' Wi r4oo'notonot', not;

Y want :all these ,, thingithings we'askweaskwe ', ask
for by foforcerce/.Wcrce.Wcrce.WcWc/., We have eyeeyes and
we .havehave.,have senseen eWe?, We seeecyouirtfyou'a-

r

youa-
r

,
'

powerful.powerfulpwerful.,, WWe /, do not
,
want to

be angry with you.you., We want toto'to'

be friendfriends with you ,;We limplysimply ,

ask you'you' to give
,

uus alltheealt , these$
things ,

'What'What"What'""' ' I amam layingsaying to you
nowflow artare , the-wordthewordthe- tvords of purour'peo.ourpeo.ourpeo'peo .
plepie to a

_
greatpeat r-manydifferentmany.many., different

villagevillages , Taku , $Itkatk j, ,ChHkalChilkat ,
and, 'otherother' places'placeslacc .' We get
married;nartled ; .taketake.,

'
;wivesve ,fromfront one

village to the otherathef landand what I
aniarm! saying toto.. you'nowyounowyou'powyoupow' arethetrethe

,

'wordword'wordswords' ofour.TlingiofourTlingiofout.out. Tlinglt'rTlingltr,' ,'

CHIEF JOHNSON
FROMJUNEAU-FROMJUNEAUFROM JUNEAU -

Chief of the TakuTahu Tribe
"' "WhatWhat" Kah-du-shaoKahdushao-- - hahas saidMW

hefee ford(old you.'tUyou.tUyoutUyou'you
.'14' rb truthOuth"Outh*" We haveGave

not
, talkedtallied 'toto',tW'youtWyou? ' you for./longfor.longfor.forlongfoe. /,long

time(met , for manymapy yearyears.years;., We ,

havc-not'taldhavcnot'taldnottaldhave -'not"ldnotld' '" anythinganythingto'toto' youyorl
itncesince; RusslaniRussians"Russians",Uvedvfd in'in' thithis
Couhtry'tCouhtrytcountryo' AlAll( thf people would
like to Sayay omethingsomething 'toto'to the
Governor.GovernorGovernor.Governor

'
. We , , areacre perfectlypetfectl ,

willingwilling'willing toto'to'

, givgive?
'-this
t-

his' thia
, councbunR

,

try Alaska to'yoti.toyoti.toyotito-you.toyou.toyou.you-,
' .. We ,.knowknow.know

thithis IW
" ourour country.countryyounfry.ry.,

HoHovel long
we havehavo'havo ' .beenbeenbeeri. livingvtrig herehere wewe ,?

, dodd'notddnot
'

not know.'wisyknow.wisyknowwisyknow'veknowve:.' , long'timellongtimellong' timew

, T.T. " ' ' ' -

'll' , l ,
rt'

, 1 .. L.riBbLriBb. ""' N'

. / R

'""II" do nofnot krioWWhether(

'
thehe

law-makinglawmakinglawmaking- peopl-
e

people-
' Jivingliving iit, at ,

Washington
;,

,
get , an/antiny/ "paypay'paypay"' ,? '*

thetho man who teachteacl the people
to doebe good.good. We.dWedWe ., d nutnot knowknow,

'"

anything -aboutabout'- about the United
'$tatetates law, , the-the,;- bwlaiv that.that. the ri

GovernorGoverriar knowknows"ThingsknowsThings:Thing
"

that
,
t!t

amam saying nownow'didnot'usewnowdidnotusew' did i, not'usenotuse'
,
, to

happenhsppen'hsppen;' in'inin
,

' oldenb1den , Idays.Idays4iys.4iys. TheTyre

governmentgovernment nownow sell WdLrland, Out
people-peoplePeopleI ,- weWe havehavo Implysimply( patches
sof( Of1 ground"ground" 'raisingraising' "vegetablctvegetablct"vegetablesvegetables"

f
and place'place' .wherewhere. LOur;our people '

gogoQhuntinghuntingpreeks; ,peekl wherwhere? Ihcythey '

, nsliwp'wantnsliwpwant, we 'want, you loZa give them t
" 'back to uus , " '

s'We.sWe.sWe' e.e. everaever ., .hadhadhad-- anyany trouble
.withwithvl. lth the(lie whilewhite people oof? Amer-AmerAmer.-. ' '

tea.teaice ., We tove.tove'love.love.love'
. youYou , aa4 diildrcnChildren

love'love' theirthen, 'pare'pare'*pan'npann' ; . blowaw yelye
know/thatknowthatknow/, that the , UnitedUrilted StateStates!

. )bayerave ., a greatgreaviiezldel? of trouble
//wittt'wittt'witttialiti"ialiti '" Indians , in'inn ' the , .StateState., States ai

,aboutstheland'never.hadaboutsthelandnever.hadaboutsthelandneverhadb iut th land,, We'We%' never ,.had '

thsit'thsitthit'troubM'withyoufithittroubMwithyoufi' '
troubbf' wilh ,

,you WrareWrote'Wrote' a,

'

' 7efe; %;tly'waihgtlywaihg, ., .
'
, g that , .youyou.,r-

'pefeKlyTpwllli
r-
pefeKlyTpwllli

' shouldhoudhivi( hive( Al"Al(ask'i.aski.aski"'%.
f' "WeWe" Nt ,

did; id rotnot know
_that the i

'

' .RuKlanRuKlan4tusslans. K; tdld'ld'thirlcountrythirlcountryi4.-icountryi4.icountryi4.i4icountry' .
- ; 01of

"

coanecourse 'wewevwt'
, inownow; itKnow."WhenKnow.WhenKnowWhen'nownow' . When

"thethe" the AmericAmericartsolberan ,
olliera, camecarne

"

_
to

thithis'this' country
,

'U.atUat'thatthat.
waswa jthcIht

firrtUs;, time lijt' 1 1 uevae .heardheard. that
'thithi'this.this.countrycountry.

,
watwiksgld,

?
d byy , the(he

RussianRussians.Russians.
the'theThe ' IndiansIndiana

, in the'StatetheStatethe'the' Statei
malefinale greatdeal,, , tff troubletroubk'troubk' forfo(
you abouttheab9uk , the , landrfland.dlandd. We newrnever "

made.made., any trouble.trouble., We , toylove?
youyou'4you4',' We'We' love

"""youyou"
, you aiai purput

i

t

friends.friendsfriendThe(.?. The Tlingit, are eeugetting( ( g
poor ; because their ground is1)
taken'takentaken'awaytakenaway'

, away 'frorti'frontfront them'them';. ,. We,
, ,

ask , youyore toto'' refuse , to'totd' do.doda. that
then our prop ? ale}te willwill starvestarve.starve,.

"AllAll"
, these people "CameCame"came here

for the , p irpoiepcie tt't'
) '" tell youyou'you' -

what they, .vanvan., vant aoto you can tell

, thcthe Chief :na WaehinglionWaslriiagton ;: VpWe
have not been/beenbeen /, talking totq '
you fortot'longtotlong' long tinti ,A )$ .,

,
butnowbut IwWx'weIwWxwe,

'we
are0 compelcompell!, 00,61kbtoyou0061kbtoyou( , taUt'lotaUtlo,

' , you , ;

becausebecaife'w'ru.ebecaifewru.ebecaifewrue'WhiWhi'' ' 4. *ixople* , arere taktok-tok-

ingIn all.lhowalllhowallthoot., ptoceplacps's"yplacpssy'
w"y from.fromft9m1.

usuI-I,- 'PlaciPlaci'*
PWA W64whw\wewhwwe1\Iwe-Iwe-

UM11*) Itoto,

make.foomakefoomskefoo,4'mskefoo4., , ,
'

4 X*lik * ; tot ssiy more
*

butbui Il'woulAlwoulA' would nothot oaf anything
'DWnow(

'

as ,, ww-ilwwilmw-dmwd-, people herehew
,

" prwntpresent'present '

whowW would
;like t talk

to you.youyuu.?"
,

' .
-

: - ;_ f

., .11. * . _ ; ' '' - . | ? ; -
Mi - "WKlkPWKlkP"
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