ftdiror’s note) In reprinting
a portion af the text of "Be-

couge We Cherish You .. "

with a transcript of q meeting
held im  the public school
house of Juneau, Alaska, by
request of Indian leaders on
account of the presence of
his honor, Governor John G.
Brady (1898), the Tribal News
hopes 1o offer its readers a
contrasting view of Tlingit el-
ders speaking then and now.
Thowgh the content of the
[898 meeting is mostly about
land claims, the intent in pub-
lishing the transcript iz to give
the reader an example of the
oratory style of early Tlingits.

Both transcripts are pub-
'Whnﬂrunrufmﬁ'--
andﬂhn.

lnur Cherish You ..
Mlﬁu:putmm
_ , translated
and ¢ by Nera and Rich-

{In this excerpt, George Da-
viz Iy speaking to Charlie Jo-
seph, who hed pust finished
teliing how he came to be the
custodian  of hiz  maternal
uncles’ ermine headdress, Killer
Whale staff and Shark Tunic.)

Geotge Davis: 1 was reluc-
tant. Yes. When you sang
to the child of the Kaagwaan-
taan it was only my mind that
rattled its hand beside its
temple. Yes. This is how |
have weakened. Please forgive
me.

Charlie Joseph: “Thank you.
Thank you, son. Thank you,”
George Davis continues:

Sealaska elders ** Speak to the the Future "

child when the words of a song
are sung for him from where
they began to know each oth-
er. Yes, whoever's child a per-
son is. That is what you now
performed. Yes. Thank you
indeed .

(Here, he introduces Walter So-
bolefT)

His grandfathers usually
called for him , . . "ls Kas-
jaakwti among his people?”
Even when they can see him
Il!t:lls in the crowd they
would call for him then. Yes
“Here | am”™ is what he would
reply. Yes. This is what you
will imitate, Your grandfathers
are here. Please make yoursell
a servant of them,”

Walter Soboleff - “This pro-
gram this evening is indeed a

one 1o Tlingit cul-
::’r:%ﬂl years ago nev-
er spoke English and | am tak-

ing thal role tonight.
~We wish to pay tribute and
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Bold, inventive and highly graphic; the indigenous art ¢

Northwest Coast is distinguished by its sophistica.ion and

l complexity. It is also comprised of basically simple elements,

which, guided by a rich mythology, creates images of striking
power, Art is just one segment of this culture that is well

worth saving.

Sealaska Elders (et

(Continued from Page Nine)
indeed thank you many thank
yous to the young performers
who came before us t L.
I believe little did you

the songs you sang were very
close 1o the sacred songs of
Thingit culture,
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Davis an

L. to R) : Judson Brown, Wi

4 Daniel Paul, (Front Row Li fo R0}

and Paul Marks.
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