NOAA: Bowhead
W hale Resear_ch
Will Continue

Dr. Robert M. White, US.
member of the International
Whaling  Commission and  Ad-
ministrator  of the Commerce
Department’s National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
said that NOAA has taken steps
to ensure continuation of on-
going  research on bowhead
whales, recognizing the import-
ance of these whales to Alaskan
Eskimo communities.

Dr. White said a contract has
been signed with the University
of California. and Dr. Floyd
Durham, who has worked with
bowhead whales and the Eskimo
people in the Alaskan  Arctic
for the past decade.

Dr. Durham’s studies are be-
licved to be the only U. S,
research of its type being done
on bowhead whales.

Personnel from NOAA's Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service
are working with Dr. Durham
this year to assure a smooth
transition- when he retires from
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this phase ot his work later
this year

During the past 10 years Dy
Durham has studied the biology
ot the bowhead whale mcluding
reproduction, tood habits, and
size, e addition to gathering
data on the number of whales
taken by the Fskimos

The bowhead is on the En-
dangered Species Listand s pro-
tected by the Marine Mammnal
Protechon  Act of 19 but
the Bskimos e permitted 1o
take the mammals tor subsist-
ence and tor handicratt work

The Fskimos teave their vil-
lages for several weeks during
the whaling season cach spring
and the whales they capture are
shared by the entire community.

When Deo Darham s near a
whaling station at the time of o
Kill by the Eskimos, he may
measure the whale, examine the
condition of its  reproductive
system, estimate its age. and
make other observations.

In addition, he has establish-
ed anexcellent rapport with
Eskimos throughout the whaling
area, and they send him data on
whales taken by the vanous
communitics.

NMES hopes to continue the
whale reporting system, the only
one in existence i the Alaskan
Arctic. The work performed by
Dr. Durham is in full accord
with the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act of 1972,

Data obtained by Dr. Durham
have been made available to the
Federal Government and to the
International -Whaling "Commis-
sion, ~and the - flow of infor-
mation” will continue under the
new arrangement, Dr. White said

Dr. George Y. Harry, Jr..
Director of the NMES “urne
Mammal Laboratory, — Seattie,
Washington,  recently returned
from a trip to the Arctic with
Dr. Durham

Ihere they hiked over the
ice to a number of whaling
stations near Point Hope, where
the coastal whaling season begins
in Alaska, because the migratory
pattern of the whales brings
them past this location carly in
the season.

D Winte smd the adult bow

head whale averages 50 - o0
feet e Jength They ate oo
fined 1o the  Arctie regions,

ranging seasonally-trom the west
e Benmg and ORhotsk Seas 1o
the Fast Siberan and Chakeln
Seas

Another stock ocems methe
Atlantic Arctie Ihe
bowhead was casily captured by
carly  commercial whalers and
because ot s thick Tavers ol
blubber did noteasily sk

In addition o the ol ex-
tracted from the blubber, haleen
(whalebone) rom the bowhead
whale was vatuable for use i
making such articles as fishing

eeion

rods, umbrelly nbs, and most
mportant - those davs, wo-
men's corset stavs and - hoop
sKirts.



