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StateState,, Federal LawsLaws-

ProtectProtect CemeteriesCemeteriesEDIT-

OR'S( EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTE-NOTENOTEThe-,' The following letter was written by AreaArea-
Director

Area-
DirectorDirector MornsMOrris ThompsonThompsol1 for Alaska operation of the BureauBureau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Indian Affairs The letter is timely and it, t is aimed toward propro-pro-

tectIOn
pro-

tection
¬-

tection of the Native cultural and spiritual heritagehentage such as bunalbUilalburialbUilal-

sites
burial-

sitessites . The letterlett-erletter- has been sent to each of the 12 regional corcor-cor-
poratIOn

cor-

poration
¬-

poration presidents )
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JuneauJuneall , AlaskaAla\k.1Alak.1Alak.1k1\ . 998099XOI9980199801-
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MrMr RobertRubert MarshallMarshall-

President
MJrMarshall-

President
hJIIhJII-

PresIdentPresident
PresidentAllTNAPresIdentAIITNA

AllTNAAIITNA IncorporatedIncorporated-
Box

IncorpIncorporated-
Box

rJtedrJted-
BoxBox 823823-

Copper
823-

Copper
823-

CopperCopper Center , AlaskaAlas\o.1Alaso.1Alaso.1o1\. . 9957399573-

Dear

99573-

DearDear Mr.. MarshallMarshall-

To

Marshall-

ToTo help preserve the cultural and spiritualsp'ritualspritual' heritage ot01of AlaskaAlaAlaska-
Natives

kaka-

NativesNatives it is importantImportJnt that Native cemetery and historicalhlstorlLJI sitessites-
be

ItesItes-
bebeJlreadybeenalreadybeenprotected from further destruction . Many sites have alreadyJlready<

been ruinedrumed , graves destroyed and artifacts carriedearnedearnedaWJYcarriedawayawayaWJY . It isI-
Smore

is-

moremore than likelyItkely that with the growthgrowthandand expansion ofofindustryindustry ,

tourismtouTISm and population this( hisIus alreadyJlready criticalnitlcdlnitlcdlsituatIOncriticalsituationsituation will1'< 111 hebe in111-111fit-fit11-

1tellSlf
fi-

ttensified
¬-

tensifiedtellSlfedtellSlf ed . Everyl-verylvery- eflorleffort mustmu t he made to stoptlJp thistlm destruction ,

thus safeguardingsafeguJfdmg cultural anddnd historicalhlstoflcal treasurestreJsures andJndJndemutll1gandensuringensuringemutll1g thethe-

sanctitysanctityJnctlly of burialbUTIJIburialsitessitessites-

Pilfering
sites-

Pilfering
lleslles-

PtlfenngPilferingPtlfenng cemeteriescemcteTlcs , gravegravc sitessrte or other historicalImtoncJI sitesslte is1\11Jgalll\ jgamstagainstJgalllagainst-
both

11-

bothboth State and FederalFederdl law Historicalllistoncal sites located10cJled on011 lands1H1dlands-

controlled
,

controlled or owned by the UnitedUmted States are protected by thethe-

CongressIOnal
the-

CongressionalCongressional Act of June 8 , 1906 (1616(( USCUSU S C . 432 et seqsell )

AccordingAccordmg to thistillS Act , to10 steal from ,. or olherwiseolherwlseotherwise disturb , a.II. suesitesite-
on

IteIte-

onon Federal landlandISis a Federal offenseoffcnseoffense-
Historical

offcnse-
I

offense-
HistoricalHistoricalhstoTicalI sites found on State-ownedStateownedStateownedor- or controlled properlypropertyproperty-

areare protected by the Alaska HistoricIltstonc Preservation Act.. The ActAct-

states
Ac-

tstates ' 'states
". . . . itII is unlawful for a person to appropriateappropnatc , excavateeXCJvate , rereore-rereo-

move
re-

move
¬-

move , injure , or destroy , without a permit from thethc commiscomnl/ScomnlScommis--commis-
stoner / ¬.

sionerSlOnerstoner ( of Natural Resources ) , and "historichistoric)1IStOflC1IStOflC
"

) or arclieo'ogicalarclieoogicalarclCooglcalarcheologicalarclCooglcal-
resources

archeological-
resources

! .:'

resources of thetile State .

"NoNo" person may unlawfully destroy ,. mutilate , deface , injureIIlJure ,.

remove or excavate a gravesitegraveslte or a tomb ,. monumentmnumcnl. ) , gravegrave-grave-
stone

¬.-

stone or other structure or object , evenevcll though the gravesitegrJvegravesite-
appears

ltelte-

appearsappears to be abandoned , lost or neglectedneglccted ". ( QuotesQuoe! from A.SAS.,
41.35413541.35.2004135.2004135200.. . 200ac( a ) ( c ) . )

The Act goes on to name these penaltiespenaltIes-
"A"AA" person who violates a provision of thistl1l'> chapter is guiltygUIltyofofofaof-
misdemeanor

of-
misdemeanor

a

misdemeanor , andanduponupon convictionconv ctlOn is punishable by a fine of
$1,0001000$ I ,000000, , or by imprisonmentImpnsunment for notriotno ! more than six monthsmunths , oror-

by
or-

byby both .,
"

Persons violatingvlOlJllng these laws can be arrested by the local lawlaw-

enforcement
law-

enforcementenforcement officer or an Alaska State trooper inIII cases involvingII1volymgII1volym-
geither

involving-
eithereither State or Federally controlled lands . Even if the landlandISisI-
Sowned

is-

ownedownedownedoror controlled by the United States , the local policepohce ,. or aa-

State
a-

StateState trooper , ordinarilyordmanly are empowered to make the arrest.,.

also ,. an FBI agent or a U.SUS. . Marshal may be contacted .,

Under normalnonnal circumstances violations of Federal laws will bebe-

prosecuted
be-

prosecutedprosecuted by the U.SUS. . Attorney ( G ., KentKCnt Edwards , Box 680 ,

Anchorage ) and violations of StateSlate laws by the local10CJI DistrictDistrict-
Attorney

District-
AttorneyAttorney .

To informmform each community of theseIhese laws protectingprotectmg cemeterycemetery-
and

cemetery-
andand historicalhlstoneaJ sites this letter may behe reprintedrepnnted and circulated inIIIII-

IIhe
in-

thetheIhe villages in your region .,

SincerelySmcerely yoursyour ,

Morris ThompsonThompson-
Area

Thompson-
AreaArea DirectorDlfector


