
AlilkatuktuklilkatuktukAtilkatuktukA
AtilkatuktukWrites
WritesW rites in 'MSMS' '

By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

Juneau
BAUMAN-

JuneauJuneau CorrespondentCorrespondent-

"Although

Correspondent-

"Although"AlthoughAlthough" I am young and aa-

woman

a-

womanwoman , I feel that I cannot rere-rere-

mam
re-

main

¬-

mainmam silent andandseesee my peoplepeople-
manIpulated

people-
manipulatedmanipulated and put down ,

,""
writeswntes Jeela AlilkatuktukAhlkatuktukAtilkatuktukAtilkatuktukininIII thethe-

current
the-

currentcurrent issue of "MSMS" " MagazineMJgazmeMagazine-

Indeed
MJgazme-

Indeed
Magazine-

IndeedIndeed ,, the shortwave broadbroad-broad-

caster

¬.-

caster for the Canadian BroadBroddBroad-Broad-

casting

¬.-

castingcastmg CorporationCorporatJon at Brough-BroughBrough-
ton

Brough-
ton

-.

ton Island , Northwest TerritorTerrttorTerritor-Territor-
ies

¬.-

ies , Canada , is anythinganythmg but siSI-SIS-

Ilent

si-

lent
¬-

lent as she speaks out on thethe-

CondItions
the-

conditionsconditions of the Inuit peoplepeople-

of
people-

ofof her area .
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Many of the conditionscondltJons sheshe-

3peaks
she-

speaksspeaks3peaks of, conditions similar toto-

those
to-

thosethose encountered by the NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople of Alaska , lead her toto-

conclude
to-

concludeconclude her article with pessi-pessipessi-

misrrt
pesspessi-

mism
-.

misrrtn1Isrrlmism . "TheThe" future looks veryvery-
bleak

very-
bleakbleak to me , and I often despairdespaIr-

when
despair-

whenwhen I thinktrunk of the power ofof-

the
of-

thethe government and the oil comcom-com-

petition
com-

petition

¬-

petition and the aggression ofof-

the
of-

thethe white culture . But my peopeo-peo-

ple
peo-

ple

¬-

ple are gettingg tt1l1g lost and I mustmust-

say
must-

saysay what I believe is right ,"
she writes .

AlilkaluktukAlilkatuktuk , 21 , is stronglystrongly-
critical

strongly-
criticalcritical of the high school educaeduca-educa-

tion

educa-

tion

¬-

tion program for Native peoplepeople-

inin111 Northern Canada Also of thethe-

atl1tude
the-

attitudeattitudeatl1tude ofofothersothers toward herher-

mamage
her-

marriagemarriagemamage to a white schoolteach-schoolteachschoolteach-
teacher

schoolschoolteach-
teacher

teach-teachteach-

teacher

-

teacher .

"WhenWhen" I waswas313\33\ , my familyfamily-

was
family-

waswas told by the white governinggovern1l1ggovern1l1-
gofficials

governing-
officialsofficials that it would bqbebit bestbest-

for
best-

forfor me if 1I were sent away 'toto'to-

get
'to-

get

'

get an education .
.'' The InuitInuIt-

love
Inuit-

lovelove their children and wantingwanting-
toto do what was 'bestbest' '' for me ,

my parents sent me away .
1I went

2,0002000, miles south to a vocationvocation-vocation-
al

¬.-

al school at Churchill , ManitobaManitoba-
toto spend the next three yearsyears-

living
years-

livingliving in a hostel and comingcoming-
home

coming-
homehome only during the summersummer-
months

summer-
monthsmonths ,

" Alilkatuktuk wrote .

While her teachers felt sheshe-

had
she-

hadhad made "giantgiant" steps forward "
in education , the author foundfound-

much
found-

muchmuch to criticize about the syssys-sys-

tem

¬.-

tem . "TheyThey" seemed to be tryingtrY1l1gtrY1l1-
gto

trying-

toto make me a brown carbon '-

copy of a white person . TheThe-

white
The-

whitewhite people made all the decideci-deci-

sions
deci-

sions

¬-

sions and because I did notnot-

know
not-

knowknow English , and they diddidnotnotnot-

speak
not-

speakspeak the Inuit language , wewe-

had

we-

hadhad little communication ," sheshe-

wrote
she-

wrotewrote .

Eventually , of course , AlilkaAlilka-Alilka-

tuktuk
¬.-

tuktuk learned English well andand-

went
and-

wentwent on to work for the CBC .

Now married to Tony Moss-MossMoss-

Davies

Moss-

Davies

-.

Davies , whom she met whilewhile-

working
while-

workingworking at Frobisher Bay , sheshe-

is

she-

isis encountering other difficuldifficul-difficul-
ties

¬.-

ties with the dominating non-nonnon-

Native
non-

Native

-.

Native culture .

She has been told she andand-

her
and-

herher husband are lucky to getget-

lowrental
get-

lowrentallow-rentallowrental- Eskimo housing , bebe-bebe-

cause

be-

cause

¬-

cause he is white . She is alsoalso-

told
also-

toldtold that their children will bebe-

regarded
be-

regardedregarded as white , a subjectsubject-
which

subject-
whichwhich greatly arouses her ire .

.'

"ThisThis" is silly ..'' .' I am Inuit ,

and my children are Inuit.. They

will be brought up to speakspeak-

Inuit
speak-

InuitInuit in a settlement that is 9494-

percent
94-

percentpercent Inuit ," she writes , leavleav-leaveleav-

ing
leave-

ing
¬-

ing no doubt of her feelingsfeelmgs onon-

the
on-

thethe matter.. "II" have been toldtold-

that
told-

thatthat theytheywillwill have to register atat-

school
at-

schoolschool as white people . If thisthis-

happens
this-

happenshappens , I will not send themthem-

to
them-

toto school ,
" she says .

The three-pagethreepage- article , enen-enen-

titled
en-

titled
¬-

titled "Canada1Canada1"CanadaCanada"Canada-"CanadaStranger" '- Stranger in111 MyMy-

Own
My-

OwnOwn Land ," is well worthworthreadreadread-read-

ing
¬.-

inglI1g..


