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Mice that Furnish Roots Win Hearts of Arctic People
By HOWARD ROCKROCK-

In
ROCK-

In
ROCK-

InIn ancient times and downdown-

through
down-

throughthrough history ,. people have hadhad-

aa low opinionopmion of mice . LearnedLearned-
men

Learned-
menmen have devised ingenious trapstraps-

and
traps-

andandandchemiandchemistschemistschemi ts have manufacturedmanufactured-
many

manufactured-
manymany poisons to exterminateexexterminate-
them

termma tete-

themthem .

Although there are undesirundenr-undenrundesir-undenr-
Jble

undesir-
able

! ¬-

ableJble ones in10 the Arctic , there isI-
Sone

is-

oneone type of tinytmy , industriousmdustrlousmdustrlous-
mice

industrious-
micemice hatthat( has won the hearts ot01of01-

I.sklmos
of-

EskimosEskimosI.sklmosIsklmos:. . These mice work ferfer-ferfer-

vently
fer-

vently
¬-

vently gathering food for man .

Through one ofofnJture'sofnature'snature'snaturesnJture'snJturesnJture's-
bountiful

nature's-
bountiful

'

bountiful andanduniqueunique systems ,

they provide polygonumpolygon urn rootsroohrooh-
to

roots-
toto AlaskaAIJskd nativesnJhves who relishrelish-

them
relish-

themthem as a delightfuldelightdelightfulchangefulfulchangechange inIliIn-

diet
Il-

idietdiet..

Without doubt , the resourceresource-resource-
fulness

resource-
fulness

¬-

fulness of Arctic mice in10 gathergather-gather-
tng

gather-
ing

¬-

ingtng succulent roots canC,1nC1n, be comcom-com-

pared
com-

pared
¬-

pared to beeshees inm the temperatetemperate-
one

temperate-
70ne

temperate-
Tone/oneone70neTone/ thatthJt manufacture honeyhoney-

The
honey-

The
honey-

TheThe Arctic'sArctics' littleht tie mice storestore-

prodigious
store-

prodigiousprodigious amounts of thesethese-

roots
these-

rootsroots intn the tundra to furnishfunmh .,

perhaps grudgingly , needed foodfood-

for
food-

forfor Arctic people .

PolygonumPolygo.num.
is a leafy plantplant-

thJt
plant-

thatthatthJt grows on the tundra , hughug-hug-

gmg
hug-

ging

¬-

ginggmg the ground instead of grow-growgrow-

ingupward
-.

ingupwarding upward . The leaves are green ,

shootingshootmg from the center . TheThe-

tip
The-

tiptip of each leaf has a splash ofof-

rust
of-

rustplantfromrust color . Looking at the plant
from above , it has the appearappear-appear-
ance

¬.-

ance ofofaa burst of green sprayspray-
tnter

spray-
mtersoersedinterspersedmtersoersedtnter ocrsed withwithrustrust..

Long RootsRoots-
The

Roots-
TheThe mainmJln root of the plant ,

which grows straight down andJndJnd-

has
and-

hashas one or two branches , somesome-some-

times
some-

times
¬-

times grows eight inchesII1ches longlong-

The
long-

TheThe largeIJrge base of the root reaches
5/8585/1111/ . ofofanan inchI/lchIlchinchin/ in10 diameter .. SinceSI/lceSIlceSIlce-

the
Since-

the /the root grows straight down , itIt-

IS

it-

isis quite easy to pullpultpultItpullitit outout-

cleanly
out-

cleanlycleanly by takingtakI/lgtakIlg/ holdholdofof thethe-

Ie

the-

leavesleavesIe aves
leavesMiceavesMiceMice gathergJther thistIllS root for thethe-

long
the-

longlonglongwlllter'slongwinter'swinter'swinterswlllter'swlllters' supply of food .

To store them , the busy littlelIttle-

anllllJls
little-

animalsanimalsanllllJls dig just beneath thethe-

grassy
the-

grassygrassy tundra , a surprisinglysurpnslllglysurpnslllgly-
lJrge

surprisingly-
largelargelJrge chamberchJmher , usually roundroundInin

shape , about a foot in diameterdiameter-
and

diameter-
andandandaa foot in depth .

Some LazyLazy-

Some

Lazy-

Some

Lazy-

SomeSome mice seem to10 be moremore-

industrious
more-

II1dustrrous
more-

industriousindustriousII1dustrrous than others and fillfiltfill-

this
filt-

tllIS

fill-

thisthistllIS chamber full of roots . LazierLazier-

mice
Lazier-

mice
Lazier-

micemice fillfillItit only about half full..

Cache HuntingHunting-
InIn the fall women andandchIchilchIchil--chil-

dren
! ¬.

dren,dre ",, go out on the
(, tundra in1010-

search
in-

searchsearch ofofrootroot caches TheyThey-

search
They-

searchsearch carefully eachedch likely spot ,

m10in Order not to miss any cachecJche ,

if possible
possibleThe
The searchers walk slowlyslowly-

along
slowly-

alongalong the tundra testingtestmg thethe-

ground
the-

groundground underfoot with eacheach-

step
each-

stepstep . Presently the ground underunder-under-

neath
¬.-

neathneJthneJthaneathaa searcher'ssearchers' foot givesgives-
way

gives-
wayway and the mother , or oneone-
of

one-
ofof the childrendllidren , locates a rootroot-
cache

root-
cachecache , then happily announcesannounce\announceannounce-
'lIere's

\ .,

'Here'sHeres\'lIere's'lIere'slIeres"here's'\"' ' one , right here1here'" "

The mother then slitsshts anInIn-

openmg
an-

openingopeningopenmg inm the cache just largelarge-

enough
large-

enoughenough through which to putput-
her

put-
herher handhanddndhandandanddnd forearmforearm-

She
forearm-

She
forearm-

SheShe pulls the roots out by

handsfulhandsfu1.. In the process of storstor-stor-

mg
stor-

ing

¬-

ingmg the roots , the proprietorpropnetorpropnetor-
mouse

proprietor-
mousemouse cuts each root into aboutabout-
mcltIong

about-
inchlonginch-longinchlongmclt-IongmcltIong- , bite-sizebitesizebite.sizebitesize-. pieces .,

Leave SomeSonicSome-

As

Sonic-

AsAs the mother digs out thethe-

roots
the-

rootsroots , she gives her children ,

as Eskimo mothers have fromfrom-

generation
from-

generationgeneration .toto.to generation , thisthlthis-

warningwarningwarnmg
warning"Youwarnmg"V

"YouYou"VOll"VV" Oll must never take all thethe-

roots
the-

rootsroots inIt\It\Itaa mousemou\emoue\ cachecJche . TakeTJkeTTake-

about
JkeJke-

ahoutaboutahout halfhalfofof them andJndand leaveICdveICdve-

the
leave-

thethe rest for the mousemou e to eatcateat-

dUring
cat-

duringduring the winter.. It you taketJkctJkc-

JII

take-

allallJII of them , the mouse willwill-

starve
will-

starvestarve and die , andJndJndItandititItion'twon'twont\\ion'tion'tiont\ ' bebe-

around
be-

aroundaroundaroundnextnext year to gathergJther morell1\Hell1Hell1He-

roots
more-

roots \roots for us ".
Roots arcMeare gatheredgJlhered fromfrom-

caches
from-

cachescaches untiluntiloneone or two good-goodgood-

sied
goods-

u
-.-

si/edsiedsulIed/ ed seal skinskm sacksJck are full TheThe-

hJrve
The-

harvestharvesthJrve t is taken home for toodfoodtood-

To
tood-

To
food-

ToTo prepare them anotherJnotherJnother-
WdY

another-
waywayWdY ,. the mother washeswJshes thethe-

roots
the-

rootsroots with waterwdter , putspUb aJ heaphCdp inmm-

J

m-

aaJ wooden bowlhowl , mixesImxes themthem-

wllh
them-

withwithwllhwllhawithaa littlelit tic seal oil andJndandservesserveserve

.
them ., Eaten in thistIllsthus mannermJnner , theythey-

are
they-

areare chewy and half sweet..

Tasty YamsYams-

To

Yams-

To

Yams-

ToTo prepare them anotheranother-
way

another-
wayway ,. the mother of the househouhouse-

cooks
ee-

cookscooks them inHIm boilingboUmg waterwater-
When

water-
WhenWhen cooked , they taste quiteqUite-
sImIlar

quite-
similarsimilar to sweet potatoes oror-

YJms

or-

yamsyamsYJms .,

Unique ProvisionProvision-

And
ProviProvision-

And
inin-

And
()

AndAndsoso , the industriousmdu trlous littlelittle-

mice

little-

micemice thatthJt gathergdther great quantitiesqUJnlllle\qUJnlllleqUJnlllle-
of

quantities-
of

\
of polygonumpolygonunn roots for the longlong-

winter's
long-

winter'swinter'swinters' supplyupplyupplyofsupplyofof food havehJvehJve-

been
have-

beenbeen veryvvfrvrv valuablevJluJble little animalsdnlJl1dbdnlJl1db-

to
animals-

toto Fsk'imosFskimosFsk'l1l1oSFskl1l1oS' down through thethe-

Jges
the-

agesagesJges . They areJre livinghvmg proof thatthJtthJt-

not
that-

notnot all ofofaa speciessp cles is badOJdhadbad-

The
OJd-

The
had-

TheThe ancient bskimoIskmloEskimo: , inmmIllshishis-

searchsearchdrch for variety.drletydrletyvarietyIn. inHI food , dede-dede-

pend
de-

pend
¬-

pend upon mice to provideprovl e thistl1l\tl1ltl1l-

pleasant
this-

pleasant \pleasant changechJnge inIli dietdiet-

As

diet-

A

diet-

AsAsA one olof nature'snaturesnltlHe\nltlHenltlHeulUque,
'\ uniqueulUqueulUque-

provl
unique-

provisionsprovisionsprovl lOn , certainlycertJlllly the littlelittle-

mice

little-

micemice of the tartJr north mustmmt behehe-

credited

he-

creditedcreditedcreditedwithwith furnishingfurrmiling aJ novelhovelnovel-

supply
hovel-

supplysupplysupplyojsupplyofoojof! toodfoodfoo torfur the survivalSlHVIVJISlHVIVJ-

Iot

survival-

ofotof manI11Jnmail inmIli the Arctic


