
Indian Families SaidlaidSaid-

to
laid-

toto Face Removal Crisis
The removalremovalofof Indian chilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren
¬-

dren from their families is thethcthc-

subject
the-

subjectsubject ofofaa new quarterlyquartcrly bulbul-bul-

letin
bul-

letin
¬-

letin just published by the AssoAsso-Asso-

ciation
Asso-

ciation
¬-

ciation on American Indian AfAf-Af-

fairs
Af-

fairs
¬-

fairs . The eight-pageeightpage- bulletin ,

"IndianIndian" Family Defense ,,"" is dede-dede-

voted
de-

voted
¬-

voted to what the AAIA callscalls-

"the
calls-

"the"thethe" child-welfarechildwelfare- crisis " facingfacing-

American
facing-

AmericanAmerican Indian familiesfarruliesfamilies-
According

farrulies-

Accordmg
families-

AccordingAccordingAccordmg to a surveysurveyofofof-

states
of-

statesstates with large Indian populapopuJa-popuJapopula-popuJa-

hons
popula-

tions

¬-

tionshons by the AAIA ,
" 25-352535- perper-

cent
per-

centcent of all Indian children areare-

removed
are-

removedremoved from their families andand-

placed
and-

placedplaced in foster homes , adoptiveadoptive-
homes

adoptive-
homeshomes , or institutions - andand-

over
and-

overover recent years the problemproblem-
has

problem-
hashas been getting worse . "

An analysis ofofadoptIOnadoption andand-

foster
and-

fosterfoster care statisticss.tallsticsstallstics. , accordingaccordmgaccordmg-
to

according-
toto "IndianIndian" Family Defense ,

,"" inin-inin-

dicates
in-

dicates
¬-

dicates "atat" current adoptiveadoptive-
rates

adoptive-
ratesrates , within 10to years one inin-

every
in-

everyevery four Indian children underunder-
age

under-
ageage 18 in Minnesota will be inIin-

anan adoptive home , usually non-nonnon-

Indian
non-

Indian
non-

Indian
-

Indian . "
"IndianIndian" Family Defense "

states : "TheThe" child-welfarechildwelfare- crisiscrisis-

reaches
crisis-

reachesreaches from the rootrool of IndianIndian-

life
Indian-

lifelife in the family to the bureaubureau-bureau-
cracies

bureau-
cracies

¬-

cracies of federal and state govgov-gov-

ernments

¬.-

ernments .
" It is , the bulletinbulletin-

continues
bulletin-

continuescontinues , "perhapsperhaps"pcrhapspcrhaps" the mostmost-

Iragic
most-

tragictragicIragic aspect of American IndianIndian-
ltfe

Indian-
lifelifeltfe today .

"
( Continued on PagPage* 6)6)



Removal . ., e.e-

Continued(( Continued from Page 1)11)-

The

1-

)The

))

The bulletin documents itsits-

assertions
its-

assertionsassertions with case historieshistoneshistones-
where

histories-
wherewhere legal intervention waswas-

successful

was-

successfulsuccessful in111 reunitingreuI1Itll1g familiesfamilies-

that
families-

thatthat had been separated bybywelwelwel-wel-

fare
wel-

fare

¬-

fare officials . ItI t contains draftdraft-

legislative
draft-

legislativelegislative recommendations thatthat-

are
that-

areare based on discussionsdiscllssions withwith-

Indian
with-

IndianIndian communities over a concon-con-

siderable

¬.-

siderable period of time .

A report describes the formaforma-forma-

tion
forma-

tion

¬-

tion of what is probably the firstfirst-

allIndian
first-

allIndianall-IndianallIndian- statewide child-placechildplacechild-place-childplace-
ment

childplace-
ment

- ¬-

ment agency in the UnitedUmted StatesStates-
by

States-
byby a groupgroupofofofconcernedconcerned WisconWiscon-Wiscon-

sin
Wiscon-

sin

¬-

sin Indians . Resolutions adoptedadopted-
by

adopted-
byby tribes who have moved toto-

prevent

to-

preventprevent the removal of childrenchildren-
from

children-
fromfrom their reservations are rere-rere-

printed
re-

printed
¬-

printed .

The AAIAAAlA hopes that its bulbul-bul-

letin

bul-

letin

¬-

letin "willwill" demonstrate the nana-nana-

tional
¬.-

tionaltionalscopescope of the child-welfarechildwelfarechild.welfarechildwelfarechild.welfare-
cnsis

childwelfare-
crisis

-.

crisiscnsis - and become an instruinstru-instru-

ment
instru-

ment

¬-

ment for change .
"

The editors of "IndianIndian" FamilyFanulyFanuly-
Defense

Family-
DefenseDefense " write : "WeWe" would likelike-

to
like-

toto leamlearnteam of any families involvedinvolved-

inin legal cases regarding child welwel-wel-

fare
wel-

fare
¬-

fare ; about any child-welfarechildwelfarechildwelfare-
projects

childwelfare-
projects

-

projects that are planned or bebe-bebe-

ing

be-

ing

¬-

ing undertaken by a tribe ; andand-

from
and-

fromfrom individuals with knowledgeknowledge-
ofof family-defensefamilydefensefamily.defensefamilydefense--. problems . WeWe-

feel
We-

feelfeel it is urgentur ent to learn andand-

communicates
and-

communicatescommunicates the experiences ofof-

different
of-

differentdifferent tribes in coping withwith-

this
with-

thisthis problem .
"

A free subscription to the bulbul-bul-

letin
bul-

letin
¬-

letin can be obtained by writingwriting-

toto :

Indian Family DefenseDefense-
Association

Defense-
Association

Defense-
AssociationAssociation on American InIn-InIn-

dian
¬.-

dian Affairs , Inc .

432 Park Ave . SouthSouth-
New

South-
New

South-
NewNew York , N.YNY. . 1001610016-

The
10016-

The
10016-

TheThe Association on AmericanAmerican-
Indian

American-
IndianIndian Affairs is a national , nonnon-non-

profit
¬.-

profit , citizens ' organization withwith-

aa membership of 70,00070000, .


