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BEWARE OF FRAUDS
By MARILYN RICHARDSRICHARDS-
AA birdbud in the hand is worthworth-

two
worth-

twotwo in111 the bush That old adage

has a double meaningmeaOlng for concon-con-

sumers
con-

sumers

¬-

sumers inm Alaska .

People livingIlvlOg inm the bush havehave-

often
have-

oftenoften gotten a bad dealdeJI when itIt-

comes

it-

comescomes to buyingbuymg necessities andJndJnd-

luxunes
and-

luxuriesluxuriesluxunes Sometimes produce oror-oror-

dered
or-

dered

¬-

dered would arrivearnve spoiled or aJJ-

new

a-

newnew snow machinemachme or outboardoutboard-
would

outboard-
wouldwould break down and therethere-

would
there-

wouldwould not be a service stationstdtlon oror-

parts

or-

partsparts available for it for thousthous-thous-

ands
thous-

ands

¬-

ands of miles , and more moneymoneyI-

Sis lost Usually thetile villagers areare-

told
are-

toldtold it is their fault for damageddamaged-

goods
damaged-

goodsgoods andandnotnot the responsibilityresponsiblhtyresponsiblhty-
of

responsibility-
ofof the business ordered from oror-

the
or-

thethe carrier that brought itit..

Ed Noonan , an attorney withwith-

the
with-

thethe Alaska Legal Services officeoffice-

in

office-

inin Fairbanks ,. is warningwarmng villagers

of the dangersdJnger thattlut could happenhJppenhJppen-
after

happen-

afterafter the initialmltiJl land claimscI.l1mscIl1mscI.l1m-

schecks

claims-

checks
.

checks are given to NativesNJtlveNatives-

Noonan
Natives-

NoonanNoonanNoonJn foreseesforesee manvmJnvmarls hadbadbad-

bUSiness

had-

businessbusiness practicespldctlce> in111 store> tore torfortor-

villagers
for-

villagersvillagers bvbby], doordour to doordool salessales-sdlesales-

men

, ¬.-

men and merchantsmerchJnb sellingsellingtaultysellingtaulty-
products

faultyJultyt Julty-

productsproducts to ripripofripoftoftof! the landIJndIJnd-

claIms
land-

claimsclaims money ContractsContrJcts areJreJre-

dnother
are-

anotheranotherdnotherdnotherpcclJlspecial\pcclJlpcclJl\ problem ,. tootoo-

Most

too-

MostMostMo t businessesbusmesses , NoonanNmHIJIINmHIJII-

says
Noonan-

sayssays , that can get away with oneone-

unreported
one-

unreportedunreported case , whichwhichcouldcould bebe-

yours

be-

yoursyours , have already a.II. long listhst ot01of01-

victims

of-

victimsvictims . "AllAll" they'retheyre' interestedmterestedmterested-
m

interested-
ininm is profit " A case NoonanNoonJnNoonJn-
worked

Noonan-
workedworkedworkedonon was when an air taxitaxi-

service
taxi-

serviceservice which had been illegallyIlIegaJlyIlIegaJly-

chargmg
illegally-

chargingchargingchargmg interestmterest to a passenger'spassengerspassenger'slon-
g

passenger'slon-
g'

long overdue bill Noonan saidsaid-

they
said-

theythey couldcouldnotnot legally do so sincesince-

they
since-

theythey did not give priorpnor notice toto-

the
to-

thethe passengerpdssenger before travelingtrJvelingtrJveling-
thdt

traveling-
thatthatthdt they wouldwouldchJrgewouldchargechargechJrge interestmterestmterest-
Noondn

interest-
NoonanNoonanNoondn said> Jld he stoppedtopped> thatthat-

practice

that-

practicepractice but now the airall serviceservice-

legally
service-

legallylegally chargeschJrges interestInlere t becausebcCall\CbcCallCbcCallC-

of
because-

of
\

of a sign inm hisIus office states> tdte hehe-

could

he-

couldcould and willwill-

"I
will-

"I"II"' will take a caseca'iecaie' hornfrom anylilYany-

person
,lilY-

personperson inmto any village unless hehe-

can
he-

cancan get a lawyer from somesome-

place
some-

placeplace else or afford one ," NoonanNoonan-
saId

Noonan-
saidsaid . Last January , when hehe-

stopped
he-

stoppedstoppedstoppedininm Kaltag , a small villagevIIlJgevIIlJge-

on
village-

onon the Yukon , helie acquiredacqUlreJ 2525-

new

25-

newnew consumer cases . Most vilVIl-VIlVI-

llagers

vil-

lagers

¬-

lagers are defenselessdefen eless becausebecuse:! ofof-

lack

of-

lacklack of knowledge of law and byby-

people

by-

peoplepeople who don'tdont' care if they'retheyrethey.rethey.re-
breakmg

they're-
breaking

'.

breakingbreakmg itit-

Besides
It-

Besides
it-

BesidesBesides the problems NoonanNoonJnNoonJn-
forees

Noonan-
forcesforcesforees in some villagevdldge consumerconsumer-
protectIOn

consumer-

protectionprotection cases such as the doordoor-

to

door-

toto door salesman , the pot andJndJnd-

pan

and-

panpan handlers , other IraudulentraudulentIIraudulent-
practices

raudulent-
practicespractices and the like , a majormajor-

problem
major-

problemproblem inm the villagesvdlJges is thethe-

lack
the-

lacklack of banksbanks-

Many
banks-

Many
banks-

ManyMany villagers endorse a checkcheck-

oror deposit them inm local stores ,

whether the storesstore be cooperacoopera-coopera-
tives

¬.-

tivestlves or privately owned enterenter-enter-
prises

enter-
prises

¬-

prises . They either deposit themthem-

for
them-

forfor future credit or towards theirtheir-

balance

their-

balancebalance sometimes Noonan sayssays-

sometImes

says-

sometimessometimes the villager does notnot-

even

not-

eveneven owe the store money butbut-

the
but-

thethe store will not return thethe-

check
the-

checkcheck to the villager.. A case hehe-

IS

he-

isis now workingworkll1g on is similar toto-

that

to-

thatthat one because a woman wantwant-want-

ed
want-

ed

¬-

ed her money back for a newnew-

palr.of
new-

pairofpair-ofpairofpalr.ofpalrof-. eye glasses and the storestore-

would
store-

wouldwould not return itIt..

Other help for village consuconsu-consu-

mers
consu-

mers

¬-

mers who suspect unfairunfan businessbusmessbusmess-

contracts
business-

contractscontracts , faulty merchandisemerchandise-
and

merchandise-
andand the like , besides AlaskaAlaskJ LegalLegal-

SefVIces
Legal-

ServicesServicesSefVIces , is to write to the AtAt-AtAt-

torney

At-

torney

¬-

torney General'sGenerals'' office inm Ju-JuJu-

neau
Ju-

neau
Ju-

neau

-

neau , FairbanksFalfbanks , or Anchorage ,

Noonan says


