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Federal Venture WouldWould-
e

Would-
Notorkae

.
Not Allow LocalLocaloror

,it
d'
t
s State Control ,

'

Et CeteraCeteraB-
y

Cetera-
d

Cetera-
y
di
ir

yr ByByLAELMORGANByLAELMORGAN-
C

LAEL MORGANMORGAN-
CC Writer for Alaska MagazineMagazine-

Results1 Results of hearings on federal off-shoreoffshore-- oil leasing ," ,. heldheld-
February

held-
FebruaryFebruary 3 and 4 in Anchorage , have causedcausedconsiderableconsiderableconsiderable-

g
considerable-

unrestg unrest in coastal Native communities . According to currentcurrent-
lawecurrente: law , there would be no local or state control on wherewhere-
explorationexploration and drilling Were carried out and no revenues

,, gainedined locally from leasing .,

, Yakutat , a Tlingitllingit village whichwhicwhic-
still

h

osoand;[ still depend s heavily on huntinghunting-

s

hunting-
arid

huntin gg

, s aridand fishing"fishing'"
, stands to be hardesthardest-

hithitrut as the only handy deep waterwatewate-

s

r

s;. portp.ort
.

onn the Alaska Gulf withw th aajetjetjet-

air:; airallair stripstnp .

S;i According to environmental
i statementsstatem\mtsstatemmts\ , the population ofof-

Yakutat
of-

Yakutat
oo-

Yakutat
f

Yakutat would normally reach
I
; 400 by 1985 but withWithoffshoreoff-shoreoffshoreoffshore-

oil
--

:
, oil activity it could hitWt 4,6004600, .

. .
l: "DevelopmentDevelopment" at the scalescale-
IIi forecast will amount to culturalcultural-
ee genocide ," warned Byron Mallott ,

Yakutat native and former

gg

Commissioner of Community andand-

g Regional Affairs , who spoke onon-

behalfgbehalfbehalfbehalfofof Yakutat'sYakutats' Mayor LarryLarry-

Powell
Larry-

PowellPowell .

"TheThe" traditional TlingitTIingit valuesvalues-
will

values-
willwill be lost and the lifestyle of thethe-

residents
the-

residentsresidents of thistWs community , soso-

prized
so-

prizedprized by whites and NativesNatives-

alikealike , will deteriorate and thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity altered to reflect justjust-

another
just-

anotheranother industrial town , .,"
Mallott was followed by LarryLarr-

yMerculie
Larr-

yMerculieffMerculieffMerculieff of the AleutAleut-
Corporation

Aleut-
CorporationCorporation who pointed out thatthat-

comparitively
that-

comparitivelycomparitively little is knownknown-
about

known-
aboutabout sea ice conditions andand-
volatile

and-
volatilevolatile activity of his earthquakeearthquake-
prone

earthquake-
prone

,

prone country and that currentcurrent-
information

current-
informationinformation on the eco-systemecosystem-- isis-

merely
is-

merelymerely a resourceresresourceurce inventory .

Richard Janson , executiveexecutive-
director

executive-
directordirector of the Chugach NativeNativpNative-
Association

.
Association , reported little waswaswas-
known

ss-

knownknown aboutaboJt! earthquake faultsfaults-
anq

faults-

andandanq ther was littleUttle drillingdrillin-
ginformation

drillin-
ginformationinformation in his area . InIn-

addition
In-

additionaddition , he testified that drillingdrilling-

platforms
'-

platf.orms
p-

latf.orms
p-

latformsdrilling'platf.orms'
platforms. would greatly interfereinterfere-
with

interfere-
withwith fishing and become hazardshazards-
to

hazards-
to, to, navigationnavlga tion . RogerR ' ger Lang"Lang'Lang"Lan-
gpresident

'Lan-
gpresident

"'

president of the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation ofQfNativesNatives , maintainedmaintained-
that

maintained-
thatthat if the fedf d eraeral! government isis-

to
is-

toto receive the benefitsbencfits of drilling ,

it shoul als.oalsoal
. o footJoot; the expense ofof-

impact
of-

impactimpact ,

"WeWe" ought to forego revenuerevenue-
.sharing

revenue-
sharing.sharingsharing.. of drilling profits in favorfavor-

bf
favor-

ofofbf impact funding , rlrlhe*'*' he suggested .

"AAuA" villagevi11age with as smallsmall-
populati

small-
populationpopulationpopulati n as Yakutat would getget-

maybe
get-

maybemaybe $5050$ on a populationpopulation-
revenue

population-
revenueimpactfundsrevenue sharing basis but impact
funds could be directed.."

As to the possibility ofofanan oilJilJil-
spill

oil-

spill
!

spillonlyshudder: in that area , Land could onlyonly-

shuddershudder: at the.thbughtthethbughtthethought., .

"ItIt" would screw '. up the onlyonly-

Continued

only-

Continued

only-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)



Offshore Leasing .* . .
(Continued from Page 1)1))

'

,

good year-roundyearroundyear-.roundyear.round.round--. fishing any ofusus-

have
us-

havehave ," he said .

With the hearings camecame-
testimony

camet-
estimony'stestimonytestimony'Itestimony'stestimonys'II'l that Texas had lostlost-

some
lost-

somesome $6060$60'miillion60miillion$
"-

million
m-

illion"'million and LouisianaLLouisiana-
some

uisanaana-
somesome $3030$ million because ofof'theoftheof'the-
impact

'thethe' the-

iInpactimpactiInpact onon their shores of outerouter-
'continental

outer-
continentalcontinental'continental shelf drilling . "- ,'

Gov . Jay HammondHammondworriedworriedworried-
about

worried-
aboutabout impactmpact and also federalfederal-
leasing

federal-
leasingleasing would lessen AlaskanAlaskan-
chances

Alaskan-
chanceschances ofofmakingmaking any moneymoneyonmoneyon-
its

'onon';,

its own lease sales .

The most provocativeprovocativete-
stimony

provocativete-
stimonytestimony , howeverhoweverlhoweverlcame, came fromfrqm

Jerry McCutcheon who askedasked-

why
askedasked-

whywhy the Department of InteriorInterior-
had

Interior-
hadhad selected 'AlaskaAlaska' as its nextnext-

leasing
next-

leasingleasing target when the state waswas-

considered
was-

consideredconsidered the most hazardoushazardous-
place

hazardous-
placeplace to drilldriIlandand waswas,5,000was5000, 5,0005000SooO, milesmiles-

from
miles-

fromfrom where oiloilwaswas needed .
"

"IsIs"'Is'itIsit'Is' it because you thought youyou-

had
you-

hadhad a governor you thought youyou-

could
you-

couldcould deal ' with and ' a legislaturelegislature-
you

legislature-
youyou could controlcontr l?" he asked.asked. .

But his question hunghung-
unanswered

hung-
unansweredunanswered at the end of thethe-

hearings
the-

hearingshearings .


