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BeginningBegi ing the,
the first .ofof., off MarchMarch-

most
March-

mostmostmost motorists will be able to taketake-

advantag
take-

advantageadvantageadvantag of .thethe.themail.in.bailthemailin.bailthemailinbail. .themail.in.bails-
ystem

'mail-in'mailmailin'nail-in'nailnail'' -.
.'

bailbail-
systemsystem

,
designedd sigI1ed by'' the AlaskaAlAlaska-

Court
skaska-

CourtCourt SystemSyst tn, It willwillnono longer bebe-

n
be-

necessarynecessarynnecessarycessar' for most1'lost1lost' .
, motorists toto-

appear
to-

appearappear inhi
, court

,

in responserespol se to aa-

traffIc
a-

traffictraffic ,. ticket.. '

Except for the more seriousserious-
vjolations

serious-

violationsviolationsvjolations , motorists willwiU have thethe-

option
the-

optionOptioiioption of posting bail
,
by mail , andand-

if
and-

ifif they so desire they may, let thethe-
bail

the-
bailbail stand as their fine for thethe-
charge

the-
chargecharge .

"ThisThis1lis'This1lisnew'Thisnew"'} new mail-inmailin- bail systenTwassystem waswas .',.\1 developed by the Alaska CourtCourt-
SystemSystem as part of a generalgeneral-

statewide
general-

statewidestatewide revision of traffictramctramc-
'citation

traffic-
'citation'citationcitation' procedures undertakenundertaken-
by

undertaken-
byby , the ' court systemS'ysttemSysttem'

, thethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Public SafetySfety ,. the
'

DepartmentDep'artmDepartm' nt of RevenueRevenu andand-

representatives
and-

representativesrepresentatives of the generalgeneral-

public
general-

publicpublic .
This cooperative effort waswas-

ropported
was-

supportedsupportedropported by a federal grant fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe National Highway TrafficTraffIc-
safety

Traffic-
SafetySafety AdministrationAdmin stration and sawsaw-
the

saw-
thethe development of the pointpoint-
ystem

point-
systemsystemystem) administered by theththe-
DepartmentDepartment pff Public Safety andand-
the

and-
thethe adoption

,
of the UniformUniform-

Traffic
Uniform-

TrafficTraffic Citation by all lawlaw-

enforcement
law-

enforcementenforcement agencies in the state .,

The Alaska Court SystemSystem-
assisted

System-
assistedassisted in the design Off thethe-

Uniform
the-

UniformUniform TrafficeTraffIc Citation and the ,

development of the AutomatedAutomated-
TraffIc

Automated-
TrafficTraffic Processing System , toto-
assure

to-
assureassure rapidrapidupdating-updatingupdating-, of traffictraffI-
crecorJs

traffic-
recordsrecordsrecorJs(.. In accordanceaccord ance withwith-

statutory
with-

statutorystatutory provisions enactedenacte t<; in ,

1973 ,. theth court system drafted aa-

stateWide
a-

statewidestatewide uniform bailbailsch'edbailscheduleschedsch'edscheduleschedule-
and ' uleule-

andand designed the mail-inmailin- bailbail-
system

bail-
systemsystem
.

.

Under this system there areare-

three
are-

threethree types of offenses : 11.. thosethose-

which
those-

whichwhich which a court appearanceappearance-
for

appearance-
forfor arraignment ; 2,. those forfor-

which
for-

whichwhich a court appearance isis-

optional
is-

optionaloptional and for which bailbailmaymaymay-

be
may-

bebe paid by mail ; 3 . those whichwhich-

may
which-

maybemaymaybebe dismissed .

As in the past , a$ court'court'court-
appearance

' coUrt-
appearanceappearance for arraignmentarr!gnment'- isgnment- is

'
is stillstill-

mandatory
still-

mandatorymandatory .forfor., those offensesoffenses-
which

offenses-
whichwhichwhich-whichrequire'- require the .filingfilingfding., ofCCaofaC-
criminal

of-

criminal
a

criminal complaint .., These are :

operating a motormotomotorvehicle, vehicle whilewhil-
eintoxicat

whil-
eintoxicatedintoxicatedintoxicat ,

"-

reckless
r-

eckless"' reckless drivingdiiving,,
negligent drivingdrving,, careless driving ,

leaving the scene of an accidentaccident-
and

accident-
andand driving while license isis-

suspended
is-

suspendedsuspended or revoked . ',
,'

A court appearance is alsoalso-
required

also-
requiredrequired for citations which carrycarry-
six

carry-
sixsix. or more penalty points . FprFpr-

these
Fpr-

thesethese a court'court' appearanceappearance isis-

optional
is-

optionaloptional'' on the part of thethe-

motorist
the-

motoristmotorist andart4 he may choose to '

take advantage of the mail-inmailin- bailbail-

system
bail-

systemsystem .
"

At the' time the motorist isis-

issued
is-

issuedissued a citation a courtcourt-
appea

court-
appearanceappearanceappea ance date will be set-ButsetBut. - hehe-

ilio
he-

alsoalsoilio will be given an envelopenvelopeenvelope-
addressed

envelope-
addressedaddressed to the nearestnearest' DistrictDistrict-
Court

District-
CourtCourt .

IfIfhehe d oes not want to appear inin-

court
in-

courtcourt for arraignment , but if hehe-

does
he-

doesdoes want to contest the charge hehe-

may
he-

maymay indicate this in, anan-
appropriate

an-
appropriateappropriate box on a copy of thethe-

tick
the-

tickettickettick t submitted to the court withwith-
the

with-
thethe correct amount of bail .:

'
'

He may also indicatelndicate his desiredesire-
for

desire-
forfor a jury or non-jurynonjury- trial . TheThe-
court

The-
courtcourt will then advise himhn of hishis-
trial

his-
trialtrial date by return mail . If thethe-
following

ee-

folIqwingfollowingfolIqwing trial he is found notnot-
guilty

not-
guiltyguilty ,.; his bail will be returnedreturned-
and

returned-
andand no penalty points will bebe-

assessed
be-

assessedassessed .,assessedIf
If a motorist does not want toto-

contest
to-

contestcontest the charge he may '"
indicate this intention of the copycopy-
of

copy-
ofof the ticket sent to the courtcourt-
along

court-
alongalong with the correct bail . In soso-

doing
so-

doingdoing he enters a plea of "nono"no-
contest

"no-
contest

"
contest" to the charge .

This will be treated as aa-

cl3nviction
a-

convictionconvictioncl3nviction.. The bail will bebe-
accepted

be-
acceptedaccepted as the fine for the chargecharge-
and

charge-
andand the Department of PublicPublic-
Safety

Public-
SafetySafety will assess the appropriateappropriate-
number

appropriate-
numbernumber of penalty points againstagainst-
his

against-
hishis record.. But a conviction based

onon a "nono"" contestconte t" plea canholcanhot bebe-

used
be-

usedused in civil actionaction which maymay-
arise

may-
arisearise from the charge .

The third typetype\typestypeoftypesof(\
of offenseoffense-

involves
offense-

involvesinvolves citationscitation for equipmentequipment-
violations

equipment-
violationsviolations or driving without aa-

license
a-

licenselicense in possession ,. and these areare-

dismissable
are-

dismissabledismissable . At the time thethe-

cita
the-

citationcitationcita ion is issued a courtcourt-
appearance

court-
appearanceappearance date will be set.. But ifif-

the
if-

thethe motorist can ddemonstrateemonstrate tctc-

the
tc-

thethe law enforcement agency priorprior-

to
prior-

toto that date that the equipmentequipment-
violation

equipment-
violationviolation has 'beenbeen' corrected oror-

that
or-

thatthat he does possess a validvalid-

driver's
valid-

driver'sdriver'sdrivers' license , the charge will bebe-

dismissed
be-

dismisseddismissed .


