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Veteran musher Lavon Barve of Wasilla gets ready for the race
pholos by MA  Kiuetar
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Iditarod '87: They’re off!
by Holly Relmer and elements o be the first o cross
Tumdre Times wrlied the imsh line W Nome.

This race covers more than | IXK)
itles of teantl, with condittons that are
unpredhctable  and  somenimes
uneapedied

(Continued an Page Fourleen)

Ihitapok] "7 — “"The last grear mc
on carth™ — Trom Anchormge 1o Nome
is it LSth year. This unigue race,
which started Saturday, has 63 com
petitive mushers battling with the (el
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The fdirerod Trenl comvers e thaan 1 OE0 i les

Safety is number one priority

(Conlinued fiom FPoage Onae)

b FOBS, Susin Butcher s feans was
stoduped by aoose, loraing ber o
dreopont ol the ace with 15 out ol 17
dogs npured

Ruce Monager Jack  Noggemyer,
speaking at @ fecent pre e press
comference, expressed concern bl
B bmportant safety i on the el tol
oot the muishers and the dogs

“Musher and dog salery s pronity
nuiniber one B all people whio dre in
volvied, ™" Niggemyer sl

Commmcations Coordimator T
Larsen cxplained that comunmications
ihrough both - volunieers LE

HAM Y amateur radio oprators
ated - protessionats  sponsored by
Alascom are ““the Tinest this rhce has
ever had " Adsa, through Alaskanet,
Larson s hopang o have hourly ruce

updintes

Niggemyer also discussed trnl con
ditioms Tocing the mushers this year

e el ey untal about 20 miles
ot ol Kk where soow conditions get
bctter, ™" he sid

The winner of the ruce  pets
S0, There are abwy ather prizes
awdirded throughow the tice an il
Teremt checkpoings,

Phe tirst musher that arcives in An
ik the fiest checkpomt wlomg the toul,
will be awarded with o six-couise
ponrmet sl with wine servied with
cch course,  compliments of  the
Clarion Howel, official Headguamers
Tor Idiarodd K7

At the halbway pennt, this year b
e af the ghost town of Tditarsd, the
First mmusher o urvive will be award
e with a silver trophy and $2, 50600
silver imgots, courtesy of Alascom.



