May 10 commencement exercises

Four Alaskans to get honorary degrees

FAIRHBANKS — Four Alaskans,
whiowe service 1o their fellow Alaskans
totals more than 16 decades will
receyve honorary doctorates from the
Ulniversity of Alaska-Farbanks at the
umversity s May 10 commencement
eACIrCises,

Receiving the degrees will be
Harold Kaveolook of Kakwovik, Sadie
Neakok of Barrow, Walter Tecland ol
Wasilla and Florence Weber ol
Fairbanks

Mae and Harold Kiveidisok.
pihete by B Hasy

h tuulnhri. % i L'duL.lml whe will
recerve an honory Bloctor of Educa
o degree. Borm during World Wi
1. he didn't enter school until he was
I

After completing hns elementary
education st Point Barrow, he attend
¢d the Bureau of Indan Affmirs boar-
ding school at Eklutna,

Kavealook began his teaching career
m Kaktovik on Barter Island in 1951
after being recruited by the BIA. His
only previous teaching expenence wis
o year as a teacher’s ade

Upon acrival on Barer [sland, he
fownd his first school was o 14-foot by
8 -foot blding, There were no sup
phies, no furmiture, mo records and lew
textbonks. The entire student body
consisied of eight school-age children
and four older residents who wianed

an gducaluon, -

Fluent in Inupiat, he
taught in both the Native
language and English.

In 1953, wuh assistance [rom
sudents and  parents,  Kuaveolook
started the construction of a new,
lurger school. Using scrap lumber,
much of o salvaged from freigh
pallets and containers, they built the
new school. Completed in 1954, the
building served the community until
964 when a pew two-room school
wirs completed.

With the new school came add)-
tional teachers, Kaveolook had been
the community ‘s only teacher in a one-
room school with as many as 46
students.

Fluent in Inupint, he teught in both

the Native langunge and English
Kaveolook used Inupiat to teach
nbstract ideas, He also wrote aind

translated stories in Inupiat for
classroom use.

He stressed the *‘three r's, " fecling
they were the foundation of anyone's
education,

Totally dedicated to the communi-
ty, Ii[.lvmlnnl;l lﬂ:_:l E:h;:lﬂruﬂ 1o secure

office. He felt that having a post
would bring better mail service
o the community, It did. It also
brought air service for the

first ume. Later, he also helped
organize the village counail
hen wdditional teachers came o
the community, Kaveolook switched
to adult education. He taught people
how to fill out their own Income tax
lforms and how (o order from catalogs,
as well as basic education. Later, he
refurned 1o the school as both a teacher
and principal
en Kaktovik built a new school,

it was named in Kaveolook s honor,

I 1970, he transferred o Barrow
s an elementary school principal . He
helped start the commumiy s primanry
bilingual program in 1974, Later, he
served the North Slope Borough
School District as the vi lage limison
In this role, he helped establish ad
visory school boards and served as o
miechiator for the commiumities anid the
i hiowy],

Last June, at ape 68, he relired.

presented al the dedication ceremonics
for the new Aluska Court System
building in Barmow

Her role &as a
magistrate Is best
known.

~ Aniong her many other hionors are:
Alnski s Mother of the Year in 1968,
serving on a White House special
commiltee in 1969, Soroptimist
Woman of the Year in 1974, and
Alusky Native Woman of the Year
Iwice.

MNeakok has been married o Nate
Neakok of Barrow lor 46 years. The
couple has 12 children of their own,
They also have rused numerous fostes
chilldren.

Teeland was g charter member of
the Community College Council for
the Pz:tl-ﬂu Community College. He
was & member of the council’s sub-
committee, which selected the site for
the college's first permanent facility.
He later helped sequire the college's
present site, He served on the council
friom 1969 w 1974,
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Hmemng an honoary Doctor ol
Law degree will be Sadie Neakok, the
first Native woman Lo serve as o
magistrate in Alaska,

Borm in Barrow in 1916, Neakok
wad the sixth child of Charles and
Mu-uu%ﬁiuk Brower. After completing
the eighth grade in Barrow, her father
s hu 1o San Francisco where she
carned her high  school  diploma.
Returning to Barmow, she put her high
school degree to work, Later, she
recrnted local students to attend the
BIA vocational school a1 Ekluina

Accompanying her recruits, she
spent o year at Eklutna, working as an
assistanl dormitory matron and cook.

In the mid- 19305, she eniercd the
University of Alaskn, seeking a degree
in education. After two years of col-
lege, the BIA recruted her to teach in
Harrow. She planned (o return 1o the
umiversity to complete her degree, but
“the chance never came around
Theére was so much more o do here
(i Barrow) than going back 1o ¢ol-
lege,"" she smd

With her teaching, Neakok emberk-
ed on @ more than 40-year career as
a public servant in Barrow, She serv-
ed the community as o public health
nurse and volunteer social worker.

Her role as a magistrale is best
known. For 20 years, she was the
community 's magstrate. She introduc-
ed the Alaska court system to the
North Ettn:: explaining the Iegnl
system to the Inupiat and adapting
when 1'||r:-m|.z|nxzl to Inupiat ways. Shr:
also used the Native language in the
courtroom, Part of the time, llu- hcld
court at her kitchen table and
without a law clerk or .

Representatives of Alaska's judicial
|y|um unil’n;rnltr ﬁ‘h her wnlt as
' B

n
ploneering

I was

Walter Teeland
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Pioncer marchant Walter Teclund
will be awarded a Doctor of Public
Service. Born in Cleary City, Teeland
lived in many of Alaska's gold rush
unnmumtm dunnF the first part of the
century. For the first half of his hie
he lived throughout the state — An-
chorage, MNome, Tanana, Nenana,
Ruby, Seward and Coldfoot

In 1947, he purchased the Knik
Trading Co. of Wasilla. Renmming it
Teeland's Country Store, Tecland and
his wife Vivian have since then made
the Mat-S5u area their permanem
home. They operated the store for 25
vears until they sold it in 1972,

An advocate of Alaskan agriculture,
education and the community, Teckim
helped support ull three

His store carned  supplies  amd
materials the area’s farmers needed,
During lean times, his liberal exten-
sions of credit enabled many 1o con-
tinue farming. Through his store, he
bought and sold local agriculiural pro-
ducts, providing a market for his far-
MINE Customerns.

An advocate of
Alaskan agriculture,
education and the com-
munity, Teeland helped
support all three.

Since 1953, he has been an sctive
member of the Alaska Rural
Rehabilitation Corp, The ¢ ration
E:mwm financing of the Matanuska

alley Colonization ram and still
finances agricultural operations and

MAnages Federal Land Bank in
Alnska.

Later, he became a director of the
Matanuska Valley Bank. The bank
was renamed the Alnsks Bank of
Commerce and is now the Firit In-
lerstate Bank. Teeland still serves as
a director.
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Recewving an honorary Doctor ol
Science will be Florence Weber. As
a professional geologist, Weber has
worked throughout the 49th state
Through her publications and  her
teaching, she 15 recognized for help
ing prepare hundreds of geologists for
work in Alpska.

Her dedication 1o the state 15 wide

Iy roc?:mm . Many of her colleagues
conslder her w be the most
knowledgeable geological scientist in

the world with respect to the
geological mstory of Interior Alaska,

Since coming to Alaska in 1949,
Weber has worked with the U.S,
Geological Survey. Her studies are an
invaluable foundation for undersian
ding much of the sme’s geology.
Shortly after arnving in the Territory,
Weber began an eight-year study of
the subsurface of the N;rcnh Slope in
the Naval Petroleum Reserve

She has written or co-
authored almost 50 pro-
fessional papers.

She conducted engineering geology
and road studies for proposed roads
from Talkeetna to McGrath and [rom
Fatrbanks 10 Nome. In preparation for
the construction of the Trans Alnska
Pipeline, she made a geologic study
of the then proposed pipeline corridor
from Paxson to the Yukon River.

Weber did the geological mapping
of the Big Delth and Circle
gquadrangles as part of the Alaska
Mineral Resource Assessment Pro-
gram. She also ma the geology of
the Livengood and Eagle quadngles,

Other major studies include the
E!ilciil geology of the Yukon-Tanans

Ipland and the glncial geology of the

southern end of the Alaska Peninsula.
She has writien or co-authored almost

F]mﬁmimul papers.
or 8 decade, 19591968, Weber
taught at the University of Alaskn as
an adjunct professor while continuing
to work for the USGS.

Before coming o Alusks, she had
worked for Shell Oil Co. as a subsur-
face in Houston,

from Milwaukee, Weber
her bachelor's and master's
m in geology from the Univer-



