Murkowski favors
restoring BIA funds

Rejecting the administration’s Fiscal Year "B8 budget
that would have cut programs alfecting Alaska

atives, U. 5. Sen. Frank Murkowski, R-Alnska, recent-
ly voted in favor of budget levels which would restore,
and in some cases increase, furding for Alaska Native

pr%:ms.
budget proposal o Congress contained many recom-
mendations for funding for programs whmh affect Alaska
Native, Indian and Native Hawaiian people. Those pro-
msaly were referred (o the Senate Select Commitiee on
ndian Affairs, of which Murkowski is 3 member,

The committee voted out its own budget recommenda-
tion late last month which would restore funding levels
that were either eliminated or reduced by the administra-
tion’s proposal for the Bureau of Indian Affnirs and In-
dian Health Serrvice programs

Murkowsks called the recommendation *“woefully in
adeguate” for programs that provide Tor the basic health,
educational and socml needs of Indlans and Aloska Natives.

“Every year the Indian Affairs Commatiee is faced with
proposily 1o cut funding for Indian, Alaska Native and
Mative Hawaian people,”” Murkowski samd. 11 a figh
i what it takes each year, that's whigt 1" continue to do
o see that Alnskia Nutives recéive their fmr share ol
funding

Murkowks: saxd the commutiee reyected a BIA proposal
for work programs which would have had the effect ol
“reducing Alaska's funding for employment assistance,
vocational truining and adult education for Alaska
MNatives. ™"

He also smd the commutiee voted for g $6.9 mullion in-
crease for the Johnson-OY MH.“I:‘ program in the HIA,
which will bring this progriam’s Kudgm o $29.6 million
for FY "88, n $7.6 million increase over what the pro
gram received in FY "B7.

In the area of Hepatitis B, Murkowski said he was en
cournged that the Iﬁh budget recommendation includes
funding to continue to vaccinate all newborns because il
will help avoid early spread of the disease



