What others say...
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CRISIS line open in Alaska

To the editor:

Effectuve now, C.R LSS, Inc
has opened the erisis line (o the stale
of Alaska with a small grant received
from Alascom.

We are in the process of making and
sending brochures around the siate 1o
let people know of this service,
Although we have not had a wll-free
line before, many rural Alaskuns from
places as distant as Nome, Cold Bay
and Koke have called us just o talk
Now they can call free of cost

We are a nonprofit agency that hus
been in existence for over 1H years
C RS LS. aperutes phones 24 hours
duy every day in the year. Thise
phones are answered by Irimned
volumteers.  helpers coming from
almost every walk of Lite. Our services
are free 1o everyone

The crisis line 15 there for anyone
needing o alk 10 someone about any
problem they may have. 11 is not there
for therapy or any kind of long-1erm
counseling, but deals with crisis
inervenio

The wvoluntéers who answer the
ohione listen, nssess and, when ap

Empr'min. make referrals if long-term
elp is needed. Our service is con-
fidential in that we do not require
callers to give us their names unless
they ‘want to share that information,

yer the past year, we answered
more than 20,000 calls covering »
wide range of human problems. Abow
20 percent of these calls are suicide
related, people who may be suicidul,
but are still reaching out for help or
people who want (o know how (o Ll.ﬂp
a friend or family member who i
struggling with suicide. The volunteens
are specially trmined o handle suicndal
callers.,

Again, the crisis Line is there [in
anyone who would like 1o use the ser-
viee. We can’t solve another person's

oblems, but we can provide a listen-
ing, caring ear. Letus know il we can
answer any guestions or provide any
gdditional information. Our goal s o
help. Our toll-Tree number s
ROO-ATE- 16400

Sincerely,
Rosali Nadeau
Anchomgpe

‘Amerika’ has important analogy

To the editor

Lately 1've been watching the televi-
sion series "Amenka,’’ not because
I haven't anything better 10 do b
becaiise there arc some mther poignant
parallels between what the Soviets did
in the new Amerikn and what
“Americans'” are doing to the Yupik
arud other Native peoples in Alaska and
elsewhere

While viewing ' Amerika,”" | have
been expericncing some very iense
emotional reactions. 1t is the first time

I imagine | have come close 1o leel-
ing the way reflective Alaska Native
people must feel towsrds the imposi-
tion of o foreign pattern of life on their
own.

I hope that whike watching this mini-
series viewers have not missed feel-
ing this important analogy and that on
feeling it they begin o act 1o prevemt
further disintegration of cultures that
are but one expression of the infinite
beauty of diversity in the creation.

Frank Keim
Scammon Bay

Support from Peat Marwick

To the editor:

| have just read the editoral in the
Feh, 16 issue of the Thndra TTmes and,
on behalfl of the people at Peat Mar
wick, including myself, who have
worked with the Board of Directors
andd staff of the Tundra Times, | would
like to thank you for the lavorgble
mention in your editorial
~ We believe that the ongoing ex-
wstence of the Tundra Times is impor-

tant and pledge our continued support
and assistunce. It is nice to know that
it is sppreciated.

You are to be commended for your
efforts as well as your dedication in
carrying forward the tradition of the
Tundra Times.

~ Very truly yours,
John E. Siene ]jum. Pariner
Peat, Murwick, Mitchell & Co.

Al Adams discusses transportation

To the editor,

Al the request of the Alaska Ajr
Carnier's  Association, and afer

discussion with several individunl air
carriers in my district, 1 recently in-
troduced HIR 11 *'Relating to
transportation of mail to mainline and
bush communities in Alaska. "'

Aceording to the Alaska Air Car-
rier’s Associstion, the currem U.S.
Postul Service mail distribution policy
is causing severe lems for most
of the major airlines and bush carriers
in Alaska.

Specifically, the policy of allocating
(Cantinued on Page Twealva)
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ol 10 cargo-only curriers, which
by pass the regional hubs, ¢, Bethel,
Nome, [hllingham, Galens uand
others, has removed corilical mal
revenue from the vast morty of car
riers who also provide passenger see
vive to rural Alaska

This loss of revenue has forced
Ry carners o reduce passanger scr
vice and/or increase passenger farcs,
which s ot in the best interest of riral
residents,

This problen s Turther compound
vid by the Targe reductiom and Dikely

elimination of the federal essential air
service subsidy 10 Alaskan carriers.

It seems iluppmﬂariuw that the
federal government has been paying
o subsidy 10 unprove passenger et
vice through one agency, the LIS
Depaniment of Transportation, hinder-
g it throvgh the policy of unother
mgency, the LS. Postal Service.

Also,  the u.lpuﬂ'd B -percent
reduction in the tra-Alaskan mail
rale by the Federal Department of
Iransportation would further diminish
the poal of masl revenue available 1o
Alaskan carmiers

The cormers which serve my distoc
that have tken past positions i sup
port ol the issues raised s HIR 11 m

¢lude Barrow Air, Cape Smythe Aar,
Fronier Air, Mark Air, Alaska
Airlines, Audi Air snd King Air.
There are many other carriers outside
of my election district which also sup-
port this measure.

In sddition, other organizations
which have voiced support lor the
position taken in HIR 11 clude the
Alaska Federation of Natives, the O
ty of Barrow, the Barrow Chumber of

ommerce, the City of Dillinghim
and  the  Dillingham  Chamber  of
Commerce.

I emust also point out that o soila
resolution was passcd by the Alaska
Stafe Senate last year

| recogniee that there wre  somu

benefits to bush residents receiving
direct mail flights, but the benefits lost
are potentinlly muoch greater. Con-
tinued reliable scheduled passenger
Mights at reasonable rates is extreme-
Iy importiant 1o all of us. It does nol
scem prudent to risk this for more
direct mail service.

| appreciate hearing from all rural
Alaskans on this issue and welcome
further information in this regard. A
hearing on the resoluton will Ihr,
seheduled in the House Transportation
Committee o the near future

Sincercly.
Al Adarmy
Chrman, Howse Fianee Commtiee



