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What Are Migratory Birds?

Mugratory badds are byds thint l|.'g.r eiveh year hetwesn
thie e wleere thasy wirter anid the areas whiene they
el aned spendd thes summer. Mo than J000 kinds
ob Burids can b dound 0 Noth Amienes, and meosd
of them are rgratory, Each sprng, redents of Alaska
st Lo Hlod ks of soageatony birds sunh s dlucks, g
anid swans apriving to spend the summes Alaska pro
vidles Largee areas och (o tood aned Hess frome distor
B that atteact birels from places all over the worlid,
prn Doachirnst Mesa o Yhe Loasaer 4B states, Jagaan, Canacda
fher Sewvliol Ulndon, andd even South Amenica, Migraton,
bty Drecpuently dises thae same winten g andd somemes
i areas e b year and follow the same moties whien
they taveel bebween these areas

Crurerig thie course ol an annoal oycle of breoding,
wintering and migration, most magratory birds range
et o lange e aned depend foe their well-being on
habitats in diffesent states and frequently diffeccent
comntres. Thus, Alaska’s migeatory birds e shared
by people in several countnes and many states, and
the concern and responsibility for ther preserstion
s shansd, oo,
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Migratory birds frequently use the same winlerning
and summering areas cach year and follow the
same roules when they travel between these areas.

Who Is Responsible For Managing Migratory Birds?

Management of migratory bieds in the
United States Is guided by intemational
treaties with four other natons: Canada,
Mexico, Japan and the Soviet Union

These treaties and the Laws that imple-
mieent them designate the Secretary of the
Interior as the offictal whao s mesponsi-
ble for overall management ol migratory
birds. This responsibility in iwm has been
delegated to the LS. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the primary lederal government
wildlife management agency. Although
theme isa '.-tru:('nf federal responsibility for

[

sibtlity tor migratory birds is shared by
state, federal and sometimies local juris-
dictions. Thus, the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice coomdinates closely with state
wildlife agencies and other (nrerested
groups on virtually all aspects o
migratory bied management. The states
are consulted regularly on the develop-
mient of federal regulations for migratory
birds and may develop more specific
management strategies within lederal
guldelines. The states also work closaly
with the Fish and Wildlife Service to pro-

migratory hirds, the states play an im-

portant role in managing these and other
species of whdlite, In practice, respon-

Management of mi

! ﬁ:ﬂtur}r birds in the United States is guided by inter-
national treaties with lour other nations: Canada, Mexico, Japan and the
Soviet Linion,

The goal of migratory bird management in Narh
America s 1o conserve and manage migratory binds
1o provide optlmum opportunity for thelr use and en-
joymnent by people. This is done through a cooperative
effort involving many agencies, organizations and in-
dividuals. Major elements of conservation and
management are preservation of habitat and contrl
of harvest through hunting regulations, In addition,
the Fish and Wildlife Secvice, working with the states,
infarmation about bird populations, thelr

abitats and harvests to evaluate the management

program.
Hunting regulations are important as a means of assur-

How Are Migratory Birds Managed?

ing that harvest levels are blologically sound, consis-
tant with maimtaining the populations being hunted
and provide hunting opportunites 1o all users, Hun-
ting regulations in the Linited States ane set each year
through a joint process that involves the LS. Fish
and Wildlife Service, state wildlile agencies and other
conservation omganizations. Since particular states
share the same populations of birds, these states are
grouped administratively into (] Them are four
lyways in the LS, - the Pacilic Flyway, the Central
Flyway, the Mississippi Flywary, and the Atlantic Flyway,
Due 1o its unigue location in the far north, Alaska
shares its waterfow! with all four flyways, but it s
mast closely telated to the Pacific Flyway.

tect habitat and 1o help gather informa-
fion needed to make management

tecisions,
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