Guest Column:

en. Blnkley . the state is not broke

by Sen. Johne Binkley

B ihe Tiunidea Tores

During an sddress 1o g joint session
ol the Legislmure, Gov, Steve Cowper
vitlined specific programs he feels
need o be cot 1o meet the projecteéd
revenue shortiall this fiseal year amd
produce o budgel Tor next year with
about hall the revenues that were
uvailable just two years ago

Phe governon s proposed Tiseal plan
i combimation of budget cuts, spen
ding cash deserves and proposed mew
revenue  measures  that  aneludes
reanstatement o @ ['H;"l"ilill.'-ﬂ TR TV
fnx

Many of those program cuts will
bve o direct amd wdverse impact on
the resecents of rural Al 1t is now
the responsabiling of the Legaslature (o
revicw the governor's plun amd 1o
develop s own badger Tor The state

Boecenthy . 1 luad the oppodtumiy. 1o
spcih betore the Villnge Participation
Conlerende here i Jancau. e
rewessiee | shared wath then, and what
U Dk s shire with you, s the o
perrtiniee o thankang. o perhaps
retbunb g what s wltiiate peiorites
e

We huve been very tortunalye in re
el vty i oe abahity by constridi
wend donplerment many progecis and ser
vices thoophout rucal Aluska. We
mow Fiave schools, aiporis, health
vhinwes, vormmmmty baibdimps, el
it sy steris, erosaor ool and
Sl Watlen ] saniiiey SysICIs i ol
villagres

We have developed an edocatuon
preogriom which s controlled by foeal
||I'n:nl.1h.' We have local commmuniy col
cpes, We have tained public salely
el andes.

il Ncers, leachers amld

teacher wides, as well ws villuge clerks
and adminisirators

We have o Permianent Fund savings
account Tor our Tulure generalions

We have the Limgevity Bonuos Fro
gram and Permanent Fond dividend
program. We have the rural hotsing
wssastanioe loan progeam. We have the
stident Toon and rural teacher scholas
shiap login prograns

We have the student laan and raral
ticher swholarshiup loan progonms
Wi huviethe Power Cost Egualization
Program, weathenzation,  duycare
Hewdstart, Muomempal  Assistunce
revenue shanmg, public school Tun
e, s sy e of other programs
that were Lnrgely vilunieer or pone s
istent in the days belore orl dollors
Hovwed boito the stute preisury

Yet, we pay mol stale property or in
SR I R

Fov apnte ool sl one groond fortuane and
progress, we lend toosee arouamd us
what we don't have. 10 sometines
secis thiat we have Tost saghe ol our
st important asset - thie health and
will-being o ourselves  amd  on
Fanmilies .

We must continue Lo strive 160 make
improvements in ourselves and o
surroundings. We must coniinue o
fight for what is fuir and just. But we
must never lorget where we have
come from in just i lew shorl years
We st ool forgel our frue prioriices

in lile .
Mo, the state 1s st broke . The state

just smply cannot comtinue 1w provide

the same level of financial support for
services, projects and programs we
have come to expect. We must do with
less. That is our challenge

11 15 important that you partcipate
in the legislntive puu.u‘-.h by contacting
yur legislator or my office in Juneau
with vour ideas and suggestions. 11 is
a time 1o pull together: To seek new
solutions for old problems




