Honored Athabascan Elder Belle Herbert died September 10
Storms, sun mark Belle Herbert's death
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Mys. Herbert was born long
before Alaska was passed into
United States contral - and
spent mach of her life on the
Black River.

She was raised in traditional
ways according to her recent
biography “Shandaa: In My
Lifetime™ which was published
by the Alaska Native Language
Center at the University of
Alaska, Fairbanks.

In her book, Belle Herbert
tells of her life growing up
after her father died which was
before she got to know him,
she says. As was (he custom
when a family  could no
lomger care for children, her
mother tried to adopt Belle out

brother cried s0 muoch she
ook them back and Lhey
stayed with relatives and
friends and her mother trapped
rabbits for food.

She was married to Joe Her-
bert and they had children
while living a life ¢f subsistence
hunting and (shing. Skin teap-
ping was unknown until many
traders came to the
aread (0 buy the skins and she
often mked In her slory,
“what did we need to caich
them for?™

In the biography, she spoke
of many things - life spent in
hunts, delivering children, life
pefore  he .while men came,
the arrival of white people and
marriage rituals,

Here ‘are some excerpls
from “Iln My Lifetime,” the
lile ol Belle Herbert:

The coming of the
white man. .

ilice: Whai did they use for

while

led

They ate & little mear and
fhen futl drank the broph.
could they drink,
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We didn't evea Enow gbouf
wilije mén.

I mypelf saw when the [firnl
whiie men camec around Rere,
Up there where they  coll
(ld Rempart, therm wag only
a priest, and a chigf sidyed
there, that 't all we heard.

And far away we heard phere
was g setilement gt Dawson.
And Tanan {Fairbanks! where
all the people go, il came inlo
existence in my liferime,

It was noi too long ago that
it was esiablished.

And when they sruck gold
down in Tanane, that was the
last l"’“ strike), I think they
calf " it. Talkeetna, that too
happened in my lifetime.

In Dawson and in Clircle they
siruck - gold, and after that,
they struck gold down river
there. ;

from thet time on we began to
1e¢ white men.

And after they atruck gold in
Circle, the sicdmbogt sfarted.

From rhat time on, we faw
lot - of while men, w
we didn't see them-all

fr hasm't beégh low

they re

In her final years Belle Herbert lived a simple lifé in this Ch

that was when the while mén
started coming around.

At thai time we were. reglly
poor. Bui we survived out
here, our families would rake
care: of uz, 50 we had things
But we wire really wery poor
thern

On pain and heding...
When | was gquite small, an)
fime someone goi hurk, #ven
people who had nothing e do
with it used to ery a lot

If that hgppened now, |l bei
they ' kill themselves
Nowadays people just kil each
ather

In the old days people hardly
erer died exoepr of naturgl
causes, They lived as dhe
animaly do oul there, how
would they die?

That's the way il was.

How was i1, they lived ag the
animals do, how would they
ged wick,

that's  the  way  ir owas, bul
roday  we live here om the
We fust stay in ome place apd
work for -ourselves; we dom't
do much amy more,

Ah! grandchild, women really
niffered @ lot  then. Even
during my lifetime. Now.

She IEH'IEJ:I'P killed her mother,
the id. Even the men got
tired,
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So [ wenp down there and |

came in and sai in froni of her,
3he wai in labor and had con-
rractions. She waz in labor
aad fusr doing this, this way,
She had contractions bul rhey
siopiped, She grabbed hold pf
me and then ghortly while [
was  Rolding her the baby
came,

My arms felt like they were
dead,

That's “what we glways did.
That s all we did.

Nowaday: they just e  flai
ot their backs and nobody
helps  them, Ar- thal  time
when women were in labor,
that s how we rregted them.
We would hold ~ them
with . alf
while we did thar
would be barn,
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our  strength and -
the Baby
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