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Tyonek sues to ... --
evict families
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(Continued from Page One)

This is the second time this
summer that the question of
residency in Tyonek has arisen.
The village council in June
sent oul letters to all white
residents in town informing
them that they had to leave by
a certain deadline.

That letter was rescinded
when one white resident ap-
pealed the eviction. At that
time Village Council President
Don Standifer said the village
would schedule a vote on the
matter,

Standifer this week would -

not say if the. council had
voted nor would he comment
on the council’s decision other
than to say the council voted
al & meeting to file suil.

He 7aid that the council had
approved a publi¢ information
release last week and he would
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make that stafement available
to people on Sept. 21 “unless
something more pressing comes
up.”
Standifer was quoted by
The Associated Press as saying
he was unaware that the people
being evicted were white,

The suit will be vigorously
fought in court by allorneys
for the Kaolas and for the
Pucketis. Attorney Robert
Wagstaff of Anchorage said he
is willing to fight the eviction
on “primarily constitutional;
equal protection, grounds”

He said that Mms. Kaola is
“appalled” at the tribal coun-
cil's' actions and added “She
resents it as much as the
Pucketis do.” -

He disagreed, however, that
the matter is racially moti-
vated. "This is being cast

| a8 somewhat of a Native-

 white battle and | don't think

it is. It's the present political

structure . versus the
world. It's not a Native-
white issue.”

Wagstafl said the village does
have some powers of self-de-
termination because of its stat-
us as an |RA (Indian Reorgan-
ization Act) village “but it does
nol mean you can go againsl
the constitution.”

“Tyonek can't prohobit
whites from living there or
villagers from renting to whites
any more than the Assembly of
Anchorage can prohibit people
from renting to Natives."

Mrs. Constantine declined
to comment on the matter but
Mrs. s Slawson, a volunteer
worker at the Tyonek school,
said “We don't know why
they're . pulling this. 1 don"t
know how | feel yet - hurt

- mostly. It's pretty rotten,



