Barges save walrus pups, taken to Sea World -

On August 11, a female wal-
rus pup weighing 122 pounds
was picked up out of the
Chukchi Sea off the, coast

pup  after she swam ashore.
This pup weighed 148 pounds.

All five pups were taken to
Sei World, San Diego, Calif-
ornia due 10 support from the
MNorth Slope Borough Mayor's

"Office, Health and Social Ser-

vices Agency, US, Fish and
Wildlife and Sea World. Wien,
United ‘and ‘Western airlines
were most helpful with the

transport. The primary prob-

" lem encountered was hyper-

thermia or overheating. lce
and refrigeration were provided
at all plane changes.

- A mature female walrus gives

birth about every Lhree years.
The pups are born weighing
over ane hundred pounds and

are dependent upon their
mothers for & minimum of

twelve Lo eighteen months.

At Sea World, they will be
bottle fed for approximately
eight months at which time
the weaning process will begin.
They will be maintained on

public display.
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