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At "74 , Walter .Chartiehin.Chartiehin.Chartiehin. , is It). excellent healthyhealth.health. IfeHe attribattrib..
utes this/tothistothis/ to the hard

'
workwork'work' and good nutritionnutrition he has

had through living a'hh' subsistence Ufestyle.Ufestylelifestyle.lifestyle . Now , he is
fighting to keep that lifestyle alive.alive.
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When-When-

Walter"WalterWalter"

Charlie'Charlie' hearhears
the16 word'word'

"aiscrii-nination4"aiscriiaiscriinination4"discriminationdiscrimination" - "'
usedused to describe , AlaskaAlaskans subsub.i.i.
sistence law/helawheJawheit/,

'
gets( ; angry.angry' .,

-Everybody'Everybody-"Everybody"Everybody" 'sayssays' ay itit'sits*' his1 t ,

rrightshts," Charlie stressesstresses, fromfro m
'thejtobbythejtobby'theobbytheobby' ) of thethe AhtniAhtng LudueLcsdk e ,

1 i few olflerMile ; easttact of hh'Gienh.hhGienh.hhGienhitis'GiennitisGienn'
.

alienallen
,
'home.home.home'home'

.,.' .HiHi.lielie. hithis, just re-reri -.
brnedIurried from'anfromanfrom ', . ,an unsuccessfulunsuccessfu t
da/shunKoritnopse.dashunKoritnopse.dashunKoritnopse.shunKoritnopseday'sdays/' hunt tot moose.moose.

"ButBut" I thinkthink-it's-prythinkit'sitspry-'jt'jt' my
" 'rightorightolight' [

.

Jt'sJtst'sts' heen'myheenmybeenmy;' fatherl'ather'slathers' *' "jrighi.jrighi.jrighix0t., myiny;'

grandfather'grandfather ' tight-tightfot ,- and, ihhisfii
falher'ii/rightfalher'iifalheriirightfatlieK'f'tightfatlieKftight'' ;/, ' i . . youyon

,
know ;;;'

lone' '
,
one thing-thingihlng, -

,
peopleoople'taikoopletaik,

'
i lk; about-

'

abou-
t

abpu
'

Ihtthis wbsisteticesAistence law 1',aridrid s9ysoy
Ys'aa' discrlmirtatlon.discrlmirtatlondiscrimination-discrimination .- It'ItIt'sIts' 'ii'a lay,1lay1law.lawr,.

4

.H'lnotdbtf'im'Inatiort.HlnotdbtfimInatiortHlnotdbtfimInatiort.;lt"slts'" not distiinitnattont''rdistiinitnattontr' ' "'"''
, CharKeCharlie , :, ae .ietfredietfred:.retred'i'railroadretredirailroad! ' 'raihoadraihoad'

manrnan'rnan' 'InIn'
fa good'good' health , at 74 ,

pausespauses briefly and , whhwith -aa-aa--
wave , of-of- hfits! nannel-sbirednannelsbiredflannel-skirtedflannelskirted-- (

,

'

arm draws attention ,!90 the
modernmodern , hotel 'su-rrouhding''susurrouhding'rrouhding' irrouriding

- '

himhim.him,. '"Jtui"ThisThis" Atni lodge , lfi'It'sIts'.ownedowned.
,

, by Native'Native ' people.peoplepeopIeWe., 'We.We.We''; .
don4don'tdont' :; see 'anybodyanybody'' come
1hr6ugh'1hr6ughthrbugh'.herethrbugh.herethrbughhere'

. here but'thenbutthenbint'thenbintthen' be'told'betoldbi'told'bitold' '

they haveha ve , "giigii"'-
so'

s-o' ' 1o'the"back1othebackt6-/lht6lh-;/' ' ",t aclc,
doorl.doorldoor,. That would be discrim ,
inationinationl! If ;they.hajtheyhajthey.had lojo

,
, gogo Jo'sJos?o'o'

".
tabletable out bade.badeback.back. ,

"
r,

"

*' *'When'When
,

Ifrst, first
'
'camecameatametame' In M-MAa-Aa-

chorage (aboutaboui 1940 ) r.wentrwent,' ., went ,
to a breakfast grill.grill., They5The told
me loto geget

, out !? I 'ramieramie' came vtdInttf
AnchorageAnch6rage at 'midnightmidnight'rr' idnight.idnight. ''II'
couldn'tcouldnt' evenget'aevengetaevenget'get' " hotel room;,"' '
That'sThatsThat'That'; ,. discriminationAiscriminationl? , IClove, v
with,3t.diicwith3t.diicwith3tdiicwitktdiscrimina, ., innnatlontion aUill .mymy"rnyrny."

.. Mifflire, I| wnix6re .don'don.don't.dontdont' likI&sRtharw0irdG-I&sRtharw0irdGIsRtharw0irdG& 'that-watiji'thatthatwatiji' - , - f

'dtscriminatlondtscriminatlon"discriminatlonl'discriminatlonl'" !
'

, ,lustbecauie*
we'rewere'' ' 'trying'tryingtrying"'" toito ; keepTkeep'keep'; , burbut"-not

n-ot"'-pot
p-

ot'fightstights, 'that'sthatsthat's' ' discrlmin-discrlmindiscrir6.discrir6.-'*""; - '
, ationstion ! ,

;
,
Charlie feelsfools itrongly.endughitronglyendughprongljr . endugh

about hihis rightrights as"a'asaas"as"" i'i' tubsis-tubsis- ' t
;% ,'' tencetense hunterhunter and fisher that hehe''

1

is actively'actively'
'-

Measure
M-

easure
'

,; ifghlitritifghtlris,1oifghtlris1o, to defeat
Ballot , JMeasure November, 79 ,

the ballot
,

initiativeiiiitiative which
'

would put'anputanput"an
'"

endendrtono the sub-subsub.-. 1,

aistence.\lawaistence.lawaistence.aistencelaw;istence.lawistencelaw.\' , , when.when., it comes.-comes.comes.comes..' -?,
'

up forfor''a, vote this November.November.,
, Charlie .-

servM'qri
.-
servMqri

s-
ervMqri.
ierves'6Aierves6A' Jhe siresub?; 1

Asienceistence board Tor.1or1or. hihis'his?' arcaarea , ' ., '

whichwhich ,will, pass ou-tout-'' of cxts"cxtsexii.exii". I

i tence-tencetencc - SebtSepfe'Sepfe.
' 3930 , because of'of'

, a'a'
,hackack ofpt funding ,;an-

d
and-.. qnon thelo-thelothe lo- 1', .

cal 'FistsFists' ish andind Came ,

'Depart.Depart'Depart.
mentadyisorybpardiment

'
ttdyisory boardvfj

?,
" ' '

"We.hadWe.hadWehad"
,We .? had sl 'votcrt'.registravotcrt.registravotcrtregistra' voter '' .registraregistra..' ,. 1i-',

ttonEton drjvdril Intit here.herehere"here.""' CharlieChiflie i
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n-tnt-,
, ,1-,11, r.--r.. ..speakspeaks ofoC ththe'the, Clennallen-top.Clennallentop.Clennallentop.topClegnallen-Cop-ClegnallenCop. .?- .-- -.-

perpet Rfver-GulkanaRfverGulkanaRiver-GulkanaRiver-- area before
the1the , primary-iriectlon.primaryiriectlon.primaryiriectlon.iriectlonprimary - selection.selection. -JustJust"Just-"
before

'
election day ;, I got'got' on

thetbd ''phonephonephone ,and canedcalled )lustust
about;; everyone I) could get

"-

a
ai" .,.holdholdhold'' of.of. I1waswas, not the only
one doing lt.,1lt.1lt1It.It., I guess well have
todo:; it again jinjn NovemberNovember..r'November.rNovemberr,. '

EvenEveit
, without the :,;ubsisubsis..

'tencetence"tell"tell'" " law being'being
'

repealedrepeale4,
ChaiwCharge has seen problemproblems ariseailse'

,'forforfor the subsistence usersusers , arididd
hahas done whatwtiat) he could to help
Improve things, ;, _
'many'manyMany'' ' urban1urban'urban' AlaskansAlaskans.,. hiistafc'hiistafcmistik',
enlyonly , believe.believebelitvesubsistence., , wblstence$ .useruser.'

users
'fanfan' can take as much fish andand'andgamegame"game"

aas 'theythey' wantpvant at anyanytime, time, theythey'they'

'tootootd0', are subjectSub ect by law to'teas-to'teastoteasto'tets-to'tetstotets' -

tonsandWglimlit.tonsandWglimlit,one'one' and hag limits.limits.
,

'The/'TheThe'TheyThey'' / , uuseded tqhave.a.'cari.tqhaveacari.tqhaveacarito-to,
- have .

a
.
'car-car#.-

1

bouou, lotterylottefy .overover"over." here.herehere.here... Most
of the-thethi'thi-' people 'who-who'who-, wantedwinted
A ciribouciidbou for subsistence

icouldn'tcouldntictiuldn'xictiuldnx' get'get', It.1It1147. *
.
AS , ai mem-memmem-*

.betbet!'

. ofpf thee fish and
.-As
A-s

game ad.adad . .'

ivlsoryvisor* toard-boardboard- , 'CharliehelpedCharliehelped'Charlie , , helped
'toto' a draft the proposal which
waas( approvedippfoved to Juneau, re"rere.".
jiltingItlng iriiii 400400'

'
caribou .beingbeing.teeingteeing.

,;xtet asideaside , annually , far,foitubsls
,
subsist 'ii'

. .tencetense purposespurposes , 4 "
","There'There'There'sTheres' ' some people that'thatthaN'

rtallyreally tov(of this( his initiative , stomasome ;? it

flhtng'that'shtngthatsing ,
' that'sthats' .going'.goinggoing.

' to hurt a'a'

lot(qt . 'ofof',of older
, people , otderj01de % i

peoplepeopler , that'thatthat's'thats' ' al1 food they'they' '
'-really
r-

eally'-reallyr-eally'
'

depend on.on., Other peoplepeople--.

can-'havecan-havecan have lettucelettu&lettu& and cucum.cucumcucurn.;
beirbets;; 'mix'YnixYnix 'thernthern'then, with othertitherk' i'i'-

fresh
f-

resh
''

fresh'fresh' vegetables ;, They can
''bebebe''

:,weweld , Mtlsfied.Mtlsfiedsatisfied.satisfied . But ,the'the(Ae ' Native
people Jiavehave 'aa' a diiferendideretitiklnd( , 'klndklnd' ,

,

of diet],; 'aomethihyaomethihy'somethtesomethte' j ' we'-twere.we-twere.we-twerewtr
' werd .

,

raised with.with.?, -' . ' .r.r.r.r.
A,As foifore; myselfmy'ielf"myielf'

" It wentwent awayaway
from home for 1212 yearyears , 1I
never , forgot'forgot'forgot'' ' my own'own' foodfoods ?;t
I1

,
gotgot enuughenough

,
to eat , but 1L;

still .wasn't.wasntwasntwasn'twasnt
.

' satisfied.satisfied. BecauseBcause; *

'the/wild'meat'thethewild'meatwildmeatthe/'wpdwpd' ', meat atit bur table
that'that''f purOur table(abler!"

ChirlieCharlies
, lives in a log cabincabin

with ihis"hishis" wife an4and some grandgrand-pgrandp-

chudrtin.chudrtinchildrevi., sometimes m6remore ofor,

them"them" thaithat)) at other limetimes.times. ,

"SomttimesSomttimesSometlmel", we get 10 kid ; ininT? (

the.the.. houseshouseow: , on * Ar weekend *, . IIi '

.don't.dontdontdon't"klckdontklck' " klck'i'lhcirtklckilhcirt' ' thewYout
?
out The/re-ThereTheyre/* ,- ;

good kids.kids. Nice kHs.kHskids., 1( enjoyenaoy'enaoy'
them around.aroundsrotiridp"srotiridp.*"' -YwYw

- '
TheyThey.. too , 'mustmust'

.bebe. e'e' i, fed, .

""MostMost" .ofof.,of the 'peoplepeople'people'people' ' are not i,

satisfied , with'with' ;store-boughtstoreboughttore-boughttore-

-food"food"foodfood"" , Charlie'stressex.Charliestressex.CharliestressexCharlie Stresses'
. "EvenEven"* E en .

1If'If' they . were*tit , they couldn'tcouldnt, '

afford it anyway.anyway .
"

Sportsmen .andand. others pro-pro-
1

molingmoting Proposition Seven
'oftenoften' oftenaccuso,acciw NativeNitive subsissubsis--
tence users'usersusers"

*

'" of
,

wastingwasting'greatwastinggreat, 'grealgreal'

'amounts'bfhwildamountsbfhwild' amounts '
bf.wlldbfwlld. meat ,,, CharlieCharlie

disagrees.-disagrees.isagreea.isagreead . -

The"The" NativeNatives -don'tdon'tdont-, ' justjust'gojustgo'go
Out.Outout ., and , thootshoot torfor 'aa' trophy.trophy.. '
We go put , getlet meat , and bringbring'?'
It to , .

"Today.Today.Today"Today" ., I see aof wHiowho)4who4) bunctibunch

of horns go by (on passing veve-ve-

hicles) but no meat.meat. Yet the
statesta'te' has , a law : no wanton
waste.waste. 4I don'tdontdon'tdont' know(ino.WjIftheyinoWjIfthey. jf they en ;
force'thaforcethaforce'thaf law ,

'"* couple 6f6C nightnights ago , a
?,'-
nian

n-

ian
'
moosemoose waswas kflledkilled (bby a sportssports--
man).: ., Them fellerfellers'fellers' lealeas( a
bunchotbunch bC nieat!feat,,' A NaUveNitive fellow'fellow'

"salvagedsalvaged"wivaged Itft , If1f. not , it wouldworld
have-havehave'-' gone(one ''toto' to waste.wasteivaste.ivaste. "

, When aa

man killkills a moose , he should
- take care ofof'' IUItl WeW ! ,

FindCord lots(o (
In garbage dump.dump. Aboutbout ,1010/00, /

i milesstifles j"romjromPorn
" here there was a

' whole'-whole'whole'',- pjilepile bbf{ caribou , their
'ribsribs'rillsrills' Just sticking putfpurl,

'

"II" can'tcantcan't'' ' tee'whereteewheresee'see' where the subsub.*.
listencesistence 'peoplepeople' wastewiste meat
Last year , .fourfour., four of us got

.twotwo.,
'
moose/ThemooseThemooseThe/: only thingthing-wethingwe-we

left'bchjEndleftbchjEndteft''beitindteftbeitind' wuwas what come putout
of the stomach4ornich ., .

,
. weweeven, even

take'take' thethe bonebones , to ; the hooves.hooves.

They rrtakemake goodgood soupsoup !,
"PigPig'BigBig"' gamegame guldenguides.MostguidesMost. ,Most of

; them 'areare' against
, subsistence

But what
'

are theythey doing ?

There;Theres'Theres* a , law against'against' selling
meatmeat.meat,.,, They get Sooty$ $

'
,000000, for, a

., .moose.moose.moosemooseh. , But
,

wewedoa'twedoat, don'tdont' getgel any.anyany-any.-
'thing.thing.thing'thing'

., ,
WeW'W',, just ,userise| the meat.meat. "?

Pressure IS eveneven now making
life'life' tougher fofrot the subsissub sis.sis.'tence'teinceteince , user 'inin' Charlie'sCharlies' yea.yeaarea.area.

Not many hunters had yet
taken a moose iwhenwhen, Charlie
spokepoke: , and , '.onlyonly. ,

'-
three

t-

hree
'
three days

were left Into thelife jteason.jteasonseason.season. Charlie
rememberremembers a timetime before 1930

..; when hunting , pressurepressure from
the first influx of'outslderofoutslderof'outsiders in

'''searchsearch' of gold had reduced
the moose populatlori-sqpopulatlorisqpopulation'-sqpopulation'population' - badly
that they were hardly seen.seen.

After decades of abundanceabandance.abandance ,.

Charlie believes from Kishis own
_' personalpbrwnal experience-experience- that even

;ttowttovy there aren'arenaren'tarent' nearly as
manymany moose as a few years
agogo.go.,

And the caribou , says Charlie ,

havehale gotten to alert and'ret-and'retandret' -

vous .fromfrom., ( overhuntingoverh4tniing that
'theythey'they'aretheyare' ' "are,

, almost impossible }joo
hunr.hunrhuntt;. ) ,} . ' ', --,

Arid then there itre'itreare'are' the
ducks.ducksducks.ducks. "There'sTheres"There'There' ananlsland"anlsland,island

"
upup

there at takeLake Louise.LouiseCoulse. We used
to'to' calltrail U"DuckUDuckit"PuckitPuck" Island.Island. Everylivery
year.year., ihevduck'thethe' , ducks come ;: up and
congregate.congregatecongregate.congregate. In the summersummer ,
they nestneat there.there. IT never hadhid
been up there for a few years.years.

Finally.Finally., I1 went back.back . I saw
that someone had built a house
on the island.island. There was not
a duck In sight.sight. ,

"II"1 really'really' felt bad about
that.that. The wayway

, you used to see
it , you'dyoud' go up , there'dtheredthere'dthered'' 1bee lots
of little duckducks) Uplip there ;, all
kinds o- .birds.o- birds.o- birdsof( .,birds. Now , nothing.nothing.,
III jumpedjumped.onjumpedon,. on , Fish.and.GameFishand.GameFishandGameFish. andGame.,

about it , but of'pwseofpwseof'ourseiheyofourseihey' ,* , they
Can'tCanttan'stans' do 'snythIng.WhywouldsnythIng.WhywouldsnythIngWhywould'any thing.thing. ,

,
Why would

anyone want ,
, ahouseahoust,,, in the

middle of a lakelake"llakel*"*
,


