
Ya r rr-
EnergyEnergy Crisis Evident at Thompson'sThompsons' Nomination

By RICHARD LA COURSECOURSE-
WASHINGTON

COURSE-
WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , DC-DCDCA-

IPA
D[) C --

( AIPA ) People flocked to thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate hearingshedTlng here November
14 on the nominationnommatlOn of thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian Commissioner-designateCommissionerdesignateommlssloner.deslgnateommlsslonerdeslgnate(' -. ,

MorrisMorns Thompson , attestingattestllIg toto-

the
to-

thethe troubled state of IndianIndian-

affaIrs
Indian-

affairsaffairs and a widespreadwidespreadconconcancon-con-

cern
¬.-

cern for the decline of thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Indian Affairs ( BIABlA )

and the collapse ofofmoralemoralemorale-

among
morale-

amongamong its 16,00016000, employeesemployees-
overover the past yearyear-

Although
year-

Although
year-

AlthoughAlthough the post of thethe-

IndIan
the-

IndianIndian Commissioner has beenbeen-

vacant
been-

vacantvacant since the firingfinng of LouisLouIs-

RR Bruce last December 6 , thethe-

national
the-

nationalnational energy crisis prevailedprevailed-
over

prevailed-
overover the BIA vacancy as a.II. totaltotal-

of
total-

ofofofsevenseven senators came and wentwent-

horn
went-

fromhornfrom the hearinghedflllg room as theythey-

were
they-

werewere req 'irediredTed'firedfired' ! to vote on a billbil-

lrequiring

III-

IrequIrmgrequiringrequIrmg mandatory fuelfuelaifuelalalai-aial-al¬-

locations fortor the nationndtlOn on thethe-

Se.Lte
the-

Se.lteSe.i-teSe.iteSe.iSeiteSe.LteSeLte. -_ floorfloor-

At
floor-

At
floor-

AtAt timestlme only one senatorsenator-
would

senator-
wouldwould be left inrn the hearingheanngheanng-
room

hearing-
roomroom to listen to anddndandInterrogateinterrogateIlIterrogateIlIterrogate-
Thompson

Interrogate-
ThompsonThompson
ThompsonTestifyingThompsonTestlfymg

TestifyingTestlfymg on the abilitiesabJJltJes andand-

character
and-

charactercharacter of Thompson werewere-

Senator
were-

SenatorSenator Mike Gravel , D-AlaskaDAlaska- ,

SenatorS <:nator Ted Stevens , R-AlaskaRAlaska- ,

Rep . Donald Young , D-AlaskaDAlaska- ,

State Sen . John Sackett , D-DD-

Alaska
D-

Alaska
D-

Alaska
-

AlaskaSecretaryRogers, and InteriorIn tenor SecretarySecretary-
RogersRogers C . BB.. Morton .

Sen . James Abourezk , D-S.DDS.DDS.DSD- . ." ,

chairman of the Senate IndianIndian-

Affairs
Indian-

AffairsAffairs Subcommittee , chairedchaIred-

the
chaired-

thethe overall session of the fullfull-

InteTlor
full-

InteriorInteriorInteTlor and Insular AffairsAffairs-

CommIttee
Affairs-

CommitteeCommittee .

Thompson himself fieldedlIelded aa-

host
a-

hosthost of large questions andand-

responded
and-

respondedresponded with the broadbroadoutoutout-out-
Ime

out-outout-

line
¬-

lineIme of the( tic projected characcharac-char dC ¬'-

teristicstens tICS of his BIABIAadmimsadminisadmllllsadmims-admimsadmims-
tration

¬,-

trationtratlOn
trationHetratlOnHetrationfie

Hefie wasWd grilledgnlled lengthilylengthIlyononon-

whether
on-

whetherwhether he wouldwould"r01lwould"roll"rollroll"r01lr01l" back thethe-

reorganizatIOn
the-

reorganizationreorganization of the BIAIHA "
,

whetherwhe ther he intendedIn tended to suggestsuggest-
Indlans

suggest-
IndiansIndiansIndlans for the top positionspOSItIOns-
dUTlng

positions-
duringduringdUTlng his tenure , whether therethere-

Continued

there-

Cootlnued

there-

Continued( ContinuedCootlnued on page 6)6& )



Thompson Hearing . . .
( ContinuedContinued-

were
tt-

werewere jnyany pressurespressure onoil him toto-

name
to-

namename a specificspecltc individuallOdlvidudl to bebe-

IllS

be-

hishisIllS deputydepu ty commissioner , howhow-

he
how-

liehelie intendedInteninter iedred to reform the concon-con-

troversIal
con-

troversial
¬-

troversial Indian education propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram
¬-

gram administrationadmllllstratlOn inIII the BIABIA-

Jnd
BIA-

andandJndJndwhetherandwhetherwhether he or someone elseelse-

wouJd
else-

wouldwouldwouJd "actuallyactually"JctuallyJctually" be running thethe-

BlA
the-

BIABIABlA " Thompson'sThompsons' majormJjor resres-res-

ponses
res-

ponses
¬-

ponses were these
-. On directdnect accessacces, to thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior Secretary , ThompsonThompson-
SJld

Thompson-
saidsaidSJld helie would haveldve] this byby-

reportmg
by-

reportingreportingreportmg directlydlectly[ to MortonMorton-
rather

Morton-
ratherrather than as inU1 the pastpast-

through
past-

throughthrough an intermediary ,

- Helie had made "nono" comcom-com-

mitments
com-

mitments
¬-

mitments to any individualmdlVldual " forfor-

the
for-

thethe position of deputy comcom-com-

missioner

¬.-

missioner .,

Helie wouldwouldnotnot favorfdvor thethe-

BlA
the-

BIABIABlA echelon ofofareJofareaareaareJ directorsdirectors-
but

directors-
butbut wouldv.ouldvould. "maintainmaintain"mallltJlnmallltJln" levelslevellevelsof, ofof-

cummunllatllHl
of-

communicationcommunicationcummunllatllHl at all levels ofof-

the
of-

thethe BureauBurcdu andJnd with the IndianIndlJnIndlJn-
commulllty

Indian-

communitycommunitycommulllty "
,.,

To stem an "exodusexodus"exoJusexoJus" " ofof-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian careerCJreer employees fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe BIA helie would "stabilizestabilize" " anan-

orgalllzatlOn
an-

organizationorganizationorgalllzatlOn entity "withwith"with-
sOme

"with-
some

"

some integrityIIltegrlty to workworkIIIworkininIII "

Thompson said his adminiadmlnladmini-admini-
stration

¬'-
strationstratlOn , ifIfconfirmedconfirmed , wouldwould-

first
would-

firstfirst ofofallall be responsive toto-

Indian
to-

IndianIndian initiativesIIlltlatlves , he said . ThenThen-

he
Then-

hehe would use the mechanismmechalllsm ofof-

consultation
of-

consultationconsultation withWI th tribal groups ,
intertribalIIltertnbalIIltertnbalaSSociationsintertribalassociationsassociations andand-

others
and-

othersothers , and would "holdhold"hold-
hearmgs

"hold-
hearings

"
hearingshearmgs on all major changeschJnges "

withinwlthm the BIABlA .

HisI lis lastIdst andandcontmuIngandcontinuingcontinuingcontmuIng efef-ef-
fort

ef-

fort
-¬-

fort , he pledged , wouldwuuld be toto-

"mamtdm
to-

"maintain"maintainmaintain"mamtdmmamtdm" personalpersonJl contactscontacts-
WI

contacts-
withwithWI th the Indian people themthem-them-

selves
¬.-

selves .
"

Other tellingtemgtorig: : aspecisaspeclaspects of theIheIhe-

SEnate
the-

SEnateStnateSEnate: confirmationconfirmdtlon hearingshcarmghearings-
onon Thompson were these

- A total of three personspersons-
who

persons-
whowho were alsoJlso inm the CommisCommis-Commis-
sioner

Commis-
sioner

¬-

sioner sweepstakessweep takes with ThompThomp-Thomp-
son

¬-

son out of a total of ninenlllenllle-
attended

nine-
attendedattended the Senate hearingshearIngs-

These
hearings-

TheseThese were Forrest Gerard , aa-

Blackfeet
a-

BlackfeetBlackBlackfeetfeet and legal counsel toto-

the
to-

thethe Senate InteriorIntepor and InsularInsular-
Affairs

Insular-
AffairsAffairs Committee , ReavesReaves-

Nahwooksy
Reaves-

NahwooksyNahwooksy , Comanche andand-

Indian
and-

IndianIndian affairs specialist at HUDIIUD ,.

and MartinMartm Seneca , a SenecaSe neca andand-

former
and-

formerformer White House Fellow whowhoI-

Sis presently a law professor atat-

the
at-

thethe University of UtahUtili .

- Testimonies of key senasena-sena-

tors
¬.-

tors andandcongressmencongressmen on the

'romromfrom' om page 1)11-

)nomination
1-

)nomlllation
1-

)nomination
)

nominationnomlllation includedlI1c1udcd massivemJSmassiv-
eindictments

lvelve-

IIldlctmentsindictmentsIIldlctments of the stateslate ofof-

affairs
of-

affairsaffairs and the level ot01of moralmoral-

inm111in the BIABlA which ThompsonThompson-
will

Thompson-
willwill leadlcad andJndJndattemptandattemptattempt to sparkspJrkspJrk-
If

spark-

ifif helie is confirmed SittingSlttmgSlttmg1fISittinginin1fI1f-

IIhe
in-

thetheIhe room a/idaidand/ listeningIislenmgIislenmgwllhouflisteningwithoutwithoutwllhoufwithout-
aa.11. visible reactionreallllJlIreaetim to thosethoe, in111-111in-in1-

11dlctments
in-

dictments
¬-

dictmentsdlctments wasWJ , HarrisonIlJrrlson LoeschLlle ch ,

formerfurmer AssistantAslstdnt, InteriorIInn tenor SecreSeereSecre-Secre-

tary
¬.-

tarytdrY for Public Land ManageMI1age-MI1ageManage-MI1age-

ment
Manage-

ment
,! ¬-

ment , immediatermmedlJte overseerover eer of01 theIheIhe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA who wasWJS firedtiredtredwithtiredwithred with BruceBruce-

last
Bruce-

lastlast December , and who is nownow-

mlllorlty
now-

minorityminoritymlllorlty counselcounsrl tot the SenateSenJteSenJte-
ntenor

Senate-
InteriorInterior( ntenor CommitteeComrmttec

- PotentialPotenllal opponentsopponent , of0101-

Thompson
of-

ThompsonThompson from withinv.ltlnnvltlnn. thethe-

RIA
the-

BIABIARIA and InteriorIntcnor woreWcrewere also inIn-

eVidence
in-

evidenceevidence , confidingconfldmg theirthelT criticntl-cntlcriti-cntl-

clsm
criti-

cism

¬-

cismclsm and disappointmentd"JpplJlntmentdJpplJlntment" withwith-

the
with-

thethe InftIrIft( rift ot01of Thompson'sThompsonsThompson\ThompsonThompsontesll'\ testitesll-teslltesti-tesll-

mony
testi-

mony
¬-

mony to newsmennew\mcnnewmcn\ andJnd friendstnends ,

bodinghodll1g a.11. possiblepO\\lhkpOlhkpOlhkUUrLC\ source\UUrLCUUrLC\ otofot-

trc
of-

freshfreshtrcfreshoppositionhhoppmltlonoppositionoppmltlon fromIWIlI withinv.lthll1vlthll1v.lthll1-

thJt
within-

that
.

thatthJt agencyJgency a.11. factorfJltor( actor , responsirCSpJlISIresponsi-responsi-
ble

( ¬'-
blehie inIInn! theIhe demisedcml e otof LouisLoUl RR-

Bruce
R-

BruceBruce and hisIII caretakercare tJker successucces-succes-

sor
succes-

sor
¬-

sor , MarvinMdrvIn L FranklinFr.lIlklinFrlIlklin.


