
American Indians DevelopedDevel ped TodayToday'sTodays's Crops Centurieslenturies: AgoAg
Fall harvest limetime always rereore-rereo-

mmds
re-

minds
¬-

mindsmmds people of food - but fewfew-

people
few-

peoplepeople realizereahze that approxiapproxlapproxi-approxi-
mately

¬'-
mately 50 per cent of the plantsplants-
grown

plants-
growngrown in10 America todaytodaywerewerewere-

developed
were-

developeddevelopeddevelopedcenturiescenturies ago by InIn-In¬-

diansdlans .

This observation was mademade-

rece'lIly
made-

rece.ttlyrecentlyrece'lIlyrecelIlyrece.ttlyrecettly'. by Dr . Raymond BB..

Farnsworth , nationally knownknown-
agronomist

known-
agronomistagronomist from Brigham YoungYoung-

University
Young-

UniversityUniversity ,. in a speechsprech to some
ISO150 couples attending anall agriagri-agri-

cultural
agri-

cultural
¬-

cultural and home managementmanagement-
conference

management-
conferenceconference at BYUBYUmBYUininm Provo ,

Utah . Participants came fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Midwest to the West Coast ,

and from Canada to Mexico .

"ContraContra"ContraryContrary" )' to popular belief ,

AmericanAmencan Indians of the pastpast-
were

past-
werewere not mainlymaPllymanly hunters andand-

f
and-

sher
and-

fishersfishersf sher . The vast majority ofof-

them
of-

themthem livedlivedinin11! villages and tilledtdledtdled-

the
tilled-

thethe soiluII ,." Dr ,. FarnsworthFarnsv.urtFFarnsworth-
pointed

arnsv.urtarnsvurt. hh-

pompointedpompointedouttedtedououtout-

Americans
ouout-

Americans
tt-

AmericansAmericans andanduthersandothersothersuthers in111 thethe-

v.mld
the-

worldworldv.mldvmld. toda\todatl1da\tl1datodaytodacouldtl1dacould\' could not eveneven-

Ihmk
even-

thinkthinkIhmk aboutaboul goingwlngwlngYdthoutgoingwithoutwithoutYdthout corn ,

potatoesputatoes , tomatoestnmatoes , pepperspeppers-
watermelon

peppers-
watermelonwatermelon ., beans , squash ,

pumpkinpumpkm , sunflower , artichoke ,

pineapplepmeapple ,. or banana ..

The Indians developed thesethese-

and
these-

andand moreMore-
They

'

They domesticateddomestIcatedsuchsuch wildwddwdd-

berrIes
wild-

berriesberries as the strawberry , rasprasp-rarasp-
berry

p-p-p-
berry

¬-

berry , blackberryblack berry , andandgoosejoose-joosegoose-goosejoose-
berry

goose-
berry

:oose-ooseoose-

berry
-

berry - as well as grapes . TheyThey-

are
They-

areare responsiblerespoIlSlble for long staplestaple-

cotton
staple-

cottoncotton and for nuts such asas-

the
as-

thethe pecan , walnut , butternut ,

hickory nut , chestnut - andand-

particularly
and-

particularlyparticularly the use of theI'leIlet'tette' PmonPrnonPmon-

nut
Prnon-

nutnut which westerners like soscsesc-

Yo

se-

wellwellYo ell..

DrDr.. Farnsworth also pointedpomtedpomted-
out

pointed-
outout that Indians developed thethe-
use

the-
useuse ot01of rubber , certaincertam athletic

activities , the oirchbirch barkbarkcanoecanoe ,
the hammock , and tappingtappmg thethe-

maple
the-

maplemaple tree for its syrup . ManyMany-

concepts
Many-

conceptsconcepts included in the ConCon-Con-

stitution
¬.-

stitution of the UnitedLJOledUntied: StatesStates-
also

States-
alsoalso came from the IndianIndian-

people
Indian-

peoplepeople through their practicepractice-
of

practice-
ofof tribal government well knownknown-
among

known-
amongamong the early eastern setset-setset-

tlers
¬.-

tlerstIers .

"ProbablyProbably" the greatest of allall-

the
all-

thethe contributionscontnbutlOns by the IndiansIndians-
Was

Indians-
waswas the development ofofcorncorn . ItIt-

IS

It-

isis apparent that Indians werewere-

some
were-

somesome of the best plant breedersbreeders-
and

breeders-
andandandselectorsselectors of crop varietiesmetlesv

about which we know ," Dr..

Farnsworth said .

"TheThe" discovery of AmericaAmencaAmenca-
was

America-
waswas the discovery ofofcorncorn . TodayToday-

CO'I

Today-

coilco'iicoiiCO'ICOIcoil' , is the backbone of AmeriAmenAmeri-Ameri-
can

¬.-

can agriculture - and hadhadItitI-
tnot

it-

notnot been for corn the earlyearly-
settlers

early-
settlerssettlers received from the In ¬.

diansdlans , the.rthertheir. coloniescoloOies would havehave-

undoubtedly
have-

undoubtedlyundoubtedly endedendednendedinin, n tragedytragedy-
and

tragedy-
andand the colonizationcoloruzatlon of the NewNew-
World

New-
WorldWorld delayed for many years} ears ,

"
he added .

Dr FarnsvscrtJiFarnsv'rthFarnsworthF arnsv-'rtharnsv'rthrth. ,-' pointedpomtedpomtedoutpointedoutoutout-
tha

out-
thatthattha t corn is believed to havehave-

Continued

have-

Continued

have-

Continued( Continued on page 10)10)



Indian Husbandry . . .
( Continued from Page 7)7)

been developed from the anan-anan-

nual
an-

nual

¬-

nual 'TeosinteTeosinte"Teosinte'" " plant.. ModernModern-
plant

Modern-
plantplant breeders have not yet de-dede-

plicated

de-

plicated

de-

plicated

-

plicated the originalonginal work by thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian in the basic developmentdevelopment-
ofof corn .

A wild prototype of corncorn-

has
corn-

hashas never been found , andandininm itsItS-

present
its-

presentpresent highly-developedhighlydevelopedlughly-developedlughly- concrn-crncon-crn-

dltion
con-

dition
, ¬-

ditiondltion ,, could not existeost) anywhereanywhere-
Inin a wildwildSt.ltcwildstatestateSt.ltcStltc. All of thethe-

changes
the-

changeschanges andandImprovementsimprovementsImprovements-
which

improvements-
whichwhich white men have made areare-

insignIficant
are-

insignificantinsignificant whenIN hcn comparedcompared-
with

compared-
withwith the workworkofof the IndianIndian-

with
Indian-

withwith thistlus plantplant , the notednoted-

agronorrust
noted-

agronormstagronomistagronorrustagronormst saidsaid-

In
said-

In
said-

inIn hisIus visits to Mexico andand-

other
and-

otherother Latin AmericanAmencan countriescountnes ,

Dr . Farnsworth saidlJd that he waswas-

amazed
was-

amazedamazed to see the tremendoustremendous-
varieties

tremendous-
varietiesvarieties ofofcorncorn In these areasareas-

are
areas-

areare found the greatest reservereserve-

bank
reserve-

bankbank of"corn-gcrm-plasm"corncorngcrmplasm"corn-germ-plasmgermof"corngermplasm" - -- " inin-

the
in-

thethe world .

MelieIle said that in some of BYUBYU-

agriculture
BYU-

agricultureagriculture projects in southsouth-south-
eastern

¬.-

eastern MCMCOMexicoMe ICO , agriculturalistsJgnculturalistsJgnculturalists-
have

agriculturalists-
havehave attempted to introduceIntroduce-
Amencan

introduce-
AmericanAmericanAmencan sweet corn . The in111-111in-in11-

1sects

in-

sects

¬-

sects and bugs literally "feastfeast" onon-

the
on-

thethe plant " while native varietiesvanetiesvaneties-
appear

varieties-
appearappear to be diseasedl cJse and insectInsect-

reslstan
insect-

resistantresistantreslstant..

Historically ,, Dr... FarnsworthFarnsworth-
said

Farnsworth-
saidsaid , eailyeallyearly explorers wrote acac-acac-

counts
¬.-

counts ofofwhatwhat theyfhey saw thatthat-

amazed
that-

amazedamazed them . Columbus ' exex-exex-

pedition

¬.-

pedition totdt Cuba in 1492 rereore-rere-

oported

re-

ported

¬-

ported a greatgrca t deal of tilledtil/edtiledtiled-
land

tilled-

land
/

land , some sowed with beansbeans-

and
beans-

andandandaa corn called maize whichwhich-

tasted
which-

tastedtasted well , 'iakediaked'lakedlaked'bakedbaked' or dried , andand-

made
and-

mademade into flour .

A French expedition in thethe-

Iroquois
the-

IroquoisIroquois are of western NewNew-

York
New-

YorkYork in 16871687reportedreported that theythey-

spent
they-

spentspent five or six days cuttingcutting-
down

cutting-
downdown corn with theirthe r swordswords . InIn-

the
In-

thethe villages nearby , they foundfound-
plenty

found-
plentyplenty of horses , black cattle ,

fowl , and hogs .

Dr . Farnworth observed thatthat-

the
that-

thethe horses referred to in thisthis-

account
this-

accountaccount were evidently dede-dede-

veloped
¬.-

veloped from the remnants of

those brought to America byby-

the
by-

thethe Spanish . The horse hashas-

since
has-

sincesince been an important assetasset-

of
asset-

ofof the Indians , although it hashas-

largey
has-

largelylargelylargey] been replaced by thethe-

"pickup
the-

"pickup"pickuppickup" " truck today .

'TheThe"The'" Indian was entirelyentirely-
responsible

entirely-
responsibleresponsible for survival of thethe-

early
the-

earlyearly American settlers TheyThey-

taught
They-

taughttaught the colonistscolol1lsts to plantplant-

corn
plant-

corncorn with ad fishfishInin order toto-

Increase

to-

increaseincrease the productive capacitycapacity-
ofof the soil ,

" hefie saidsaid-

One
said-

One
said-

OneOne of the plantsplan ts mostmost-

generally
most-

generallygenerally associatedsoclatedJ with thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian is tobacco . ItI t was aa-

luxury
a-

luxuryluxury to them and wasWdS notnot-

commonly
not-

commonlycommonly smoked HoweverIfowever ,

it was used primarilypnmanlyprimarilyinin111 religiousrehglousrehglous-
rites

religious-

ritesrites and as a means of weldingweldwelding-
the

109109-

thethe "bandsbands" of peace and friendfnendfriend-friend-
ship

¬.-

ship .
" Some tribetnbe ; , however ,

did have both men and womenwomen-
smokmg

women-
smokingsmokingsmokmg the "sacredsacred" " plantpla'1tpla1tplait' ..

Many tnvestrlvetrives believed thatthat-

tobacco
that-

tobaccotobacco hadhadunusualunusual healinghealing-

powers
healing-

powerspowers and was used to preservepreserve-
and

preserve-
andand maintainmamtain good health RogerRoger-

Williams
Roger-

WilliamsWilliams reported that it waswas-

used
was-

usedused extensively to relieverehevereheve-

rheumatism
relieve-

rheumatismrheumatism and toothachetoothache-
Dr

toothache-
DrDr.. Farnsworth pointedpomted outout-

early
out-

earlyearly Indian use of tobacco waswas-

In

was-

inin accord with the teachingsteac.lungsteaclungs. ofof-

the
of-

thethe first LDSLOS Church prophet ,

Joseph Smith , Jr . In his "WordWord"Word-
of

"Word-
of

"
of Wisdom " declaration , he saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat the Lord tells us thatthat-

"tobacco
that-

"tobacco"tobaccotobacco" is not for the body ,

neither for the belly , and is notnot-

good
not-

goodgood for man , but is an herbherb-

for
herb-

forfor bruises and all sick cattle ,

to be used with judgment andand-

skill
and-

skillskill.. "
After congratulating thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian participants for whatwhat-

their
what-

theirtheir ancestors have contributedcontnbutedcontnbuted-
to

contributed-
toto the food and anricultureanriculture-
industry

anriculture-
industryindustry , Dr . FaFarnsworthrnsworth desdes-des-

cribed
des-

cribed
¬-

cribed in detail how importantImportant-
the

important-
thethe women were and are toto-

Indian
to-

IndianIndian life - everything fromfrom-

caring
from-

caringcaring for the fields to thetiletile-

variety
the-

varietyvariety of home managementmanagement-
and

management-
andand cultural skills found in thethe-

home
the-

homehome .


