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Former reporter seeksseeks-

facts

seeks-

factsfacts on Rock for biographybiograpl1y
I

By LINDA LORD-JENKINSLORDJENKINSLORDJENKINS-
Tundra

LORDJENKINS-
Tundra

LORDJENKINS-
Tundra

-

Tundra Times StaffStaff-

Lael

Staff-

LaelLael Morgan , a woman whowho-

moved
who-

movedmoved to Alaska in the 1960s1960s-

and
1960s-

andand workedworkedwithwith Howard RockRock-
on

Rock-
onon the Tundra Times , is writ-

ing.a
writ-

inga
writwrit-¬-

ingsing.ainga., biography of Rock..

Morgan has been working onon-

.the

on-

.the..thethe bookbook,, in aawayway , since RockRock-
died

Rock-
dieddied in 1976 . She says thatthat-

Rock
that-

RockRock started working on anan-

autobiography
an-

autobiographyautobiography several monthsmonths-
'before

months-
'before"''"beforebefore'before his death but ''hehehe nevernever-

completed
never-

completedcompleted it and asked her toto-

finish
to-

fmishfinishfmish his workworc! .

She says that she had a dif-

ficult
dif-

ficult
difdif-¬-

ficult time emotionally dealingdealing-

with
dealing-

withwith the subject immediatelyimmediately-
andand has written other books ,

including two for the AlaskaAlaska-
.Geographic

Alaska-
Geographic..GeographicGeographic Society , since then .

Work on the book about thethe-

man
the-

manman who is viewed as beingbeing-

crucial
being-

crucialcrucial in pushing the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative Claims Settlement Act ,

has been sporadic since then ,

she said .

Morgan said she has compiledcompiled-
hundreds

compiled-
hundredshundreds of pages of notes onon-

Rock's
on-

Rock'sRock'sRocks' life but found severalseveral-

blank
several-

blankblank spots in the ""picturepicture ."
She said that some of the blankblank-
periods

blank-
periodsperiods in his life include ..timetime.time-

spent
.time-

spentspent at the White MountainMountain-
School

Mountain-
SchoolSchool , his time spent as anan-

artist
an-

artistartist in Seattle , andaoc\aocaochis\ his timetime-

in
time-

inin the service in Tunisia .. SheShe-

m'ay
She-

maym'aymaymay' visit Tunisia in her queStqueSt-

for
questquest-

forfor information , she said .

Rock was stationed in TunisiaTunisia-
during

Tunisia-
duringduring WWorldorId War II . MorganMorgan-

also
Morgan-

alsoalso is seeking information aboutabout-
aa wartime buddy - CharlieCharlie-

Brooker
Charlie-

BrookerBrooker of Center Junction ,

Fla . , - whom Rock said he waswas-

v

wa-

svelosevvejjgjloseveloseose to .
- Center Junction no longerlonger-

exists
longer-

existsexists , Morgan said .

Her job ofofresearchingresearching. Rock'sRocksRock's-
background

Rock's-
background

'
background is made all the moremore-

difficult
more-

difficultdifficult because he was a pri-

vate
pri-

vate
pripri-¬-

vate man who spoke little aboutabout-
himself

about-
himselfhimself , said Morgan .

She is now in Alaska doing rere-

search

re-

search
re-re¬-

search at the University ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska , Fairbanks , and plans toto-

research
to-

researchresearch the time Rock spentspent-

in
spent-

inin White Mountain School...
""HeHe was a very private man .

Very few people knew muchmuch-
about

much-
about

much-
aboutabout him ," said Morgan whowho-

is
who-

isis seeking help from peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho knew him during his timetime-

at
time-

at
time-

atat White Mountain and whtlewhilewhile

he lived in Seattle .
She says he left his home vilvil-

lage
vil-vil¬.-

lage of Point Hope in 19271927-
and

1927-
andand didn'tdidnt' return again '''except-
for

'except-
for

except'except
for briefbriefvisitsvisits until 19661966.,. . HeHe-

studied
He-

studiedstudied art in Oregon in 19371937-

and
1937-

andand gainedgainedaa goodgoodreputationreputationreputation-
asas an artist in Seattle untiluntil-

he
until-

hehe returned to Alaska .

She says little is known of hishis-

time
his-

timetime in Seattle and she is eagereager-

to
eager-

toto locate people who knew him ,

worked with him , and whowho-

have
who-

havehave samples of his artwork .

""II talked to orifeon'eone' man whowho-

said
who-

saidsaid ''III knew Howard very wellwell-

yet
well-

yet
,

yet I never knew what mademade-

him
made-

himhim happyhappyoror made him sadsad-

That
sad/sad./:'

That sort of privacy has mademade-

it
made-

itit very difficultdifficultAto,Atoto find outout-

many
out-

manymany things about him for thisthis-

book
this-

book

I

book ," she said . ii-

SheShe said another problem inin-

her
in-

herher search for information isis-

that
is-

that

I

that she occasionally doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
know

doesn't-
know

'
know what questions to askask-

and
ask-

andand some people take a whilewhile-

to
while-

toto remember things . She saidsaid-

these
said-

thesethese are usually people whowho-

knew
who-

knewknew him more than 30 yearsyears-

ago
years-

agoago and dredging up ,. recollec-
tions

recollec-
tions

recollecrecollec-¬-

tions ab'outaboutaoout' events that old isis-

difficult
is-

difficultdifficult ,. she said .

Morgan is also searching forfor-

samples
for-

samplessamples of Rock'sRocks' artwork .

She says that little of Rock'sRocksRock's-
artwork

Rock's-
artwork

'

.
artwork is available currentlycurrently-
and

,

and she would like to '
includeinclude-

samples
,

samples in her book .

Morgan also is looking forfor-

someone
for-

someonesomeone to identify the per-

sons
per-

sons
perper-¬-

sons in a picture of studentsstudents-
atat the White Mountain School..

Rock , in his late teens , is pic-

tured
pic-

tured
picpic-¬-

tured with many other studentsstudents-
and

students-
andand a teacher who was instru-
mental

instru-
mental

instruinstru-¬-
mental in encouraging hinthim toto-

take
to-

taketake up art and study Outside .

Morgan says she feels thethe-

story
the-

storystory of Rock'sRocks' llifefe and his partpart-

in
part-

inin the Alaska LLandnd ClaimsClaims-

Settlement
Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act passage wouldwould-

be

would-

bebe beneficial to young peoplepeople-
growing

people-
growinggrowing up in the villagesvillages-

today
villages-

todaytoday . ""TheThe younger genera-

tion
genera-

tion
generagenera-¬-

tion doesn'tdoesnt' know what the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims fight cost or why itit-

happened
it-

happenedhappened . They only know itit-

did
it-

diddid .. They have no ideas whatwhat-

the
what-

thethe _
alternatives were or howhow-

to
how-

tough
how-

toughtotoughgh Itttvas\\vasvaswaswas ttototofive
-

live-fivefive in the BushBush-

ba
Bush-

batikbabacjkbatikk then . "

Her book , she hopes , willwill-

educate
will-

educateeducate them .


