Riaskan Natives clung to promise of their land and won
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He explained that Native

corporations are facing a diffi-
cult task of having to cope
with today’s reality while mak-
ing a life tomorrow. That task
is all the more difficult, said
Mallott, because no one else
has had a similar task before.
There is no one for the Na-
tive corporation leaders to
onsult with.

“The corporations and the
land were left to us to build,
to shape, to make grow or to
dispose of as we see fit. If
we fail, we fail because we
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falled ourselves. If we succeed.
we succeed because we did
1 ourselves. Utilizing our own
capabilities. our own strength,
our own vision.

Mallott also talked of his
vision tor the Alaska of the
future a state where there
1s a shared challenge for
Natives and others to main-
tain the natural resources for
mutual benefit: a state where
there exists “the desire among
Alaskans to maintain and en-
hance racial and cultural diver-
sity in a state, the social
texture of which is profoundly
influenced by the 20 percent
of its population which is
Alaska Native.”

And, most of all, Mallott
said he seees a state in which
*“the color of a person’s skin
is not a basis for discrimina-
tion but a reason for celebra-
tion. A society in which a
culture is not destroyed but
rather nurtured. A society in
which differences in philoso-
phy, religion, dance, and lang-
uage are not reasons for sep-
aration but are the basis for
admiration and mutual educ-
cation.

Mallott told the group that
such a wisioln 1s not Incon-
cevable

He also thanked the mem-
bers of the tribes and the

'NCAl who stepped forward

more than 10 vedrs ago to
lend support financial and
political — to Alaska Natives

when they were fighting for
land claims.

Naming the Yakimas, Nava-
jos. Sioux. Makahs. Cheyenne.
Arapaho, and many others,
Mallott said “We learned from
you — your history of victory
and defeat, of treaties and
trails of Texas, of land and
the dispossessed: but more
than anything clse — of hope
in the face of despair. Of
continuing survival in the face

of a century and a half of
attempted  destruction.  You
have endured and this has
inspired us and we are grate-
ful.”

Mallott  said  the tribes
should now unite in finding
a vision embodying Spirit, Sov-
ereignty and Survival, a vision
of how we will achieve our
tomorrows.



