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NorthNorihNoah Slope students learn survival in school ' - -

The followingfoUowlng aIS oneOlle in aa-

senes
a-

seriesseneisenesseries of articles about Bar-
row

Bar-BarBar-
row

" -

row .,
""thethe farthest north1I0rth iCIty "

writtenwnttell by the StudentsStudellt. ofof-
Barrow

of-
BarrowBarrow High School in coop-

eration
coopcoop-¬.-

erationeratlon with the City OfficeOffice-
and

Office-
andendand therhe People of BarrowBarrow-

For

Barrow-

ForFor students of the NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope , Arctic Survival is aa-

required
a-

requiredrequiredrequiredcoursecourse at the highhigh-
school

high-
schootlevelschoolschootlevellevel Students of Arctic-
Survival

Archc-
SUlVlval

ArcticArchc
SurvivalSUlVlvalSUlVlvalatSurvivalatat Barrow High SchoolSchool-
are

School-
areare in the processproL-essproLess- of bUIlding-
an

building
an umiapiaqumlaplaq under the direc-

tion
direcdHecdirec-¬.-

tion ofoflamesJames NageakNageak-
An

Nageak-
An

Nageak-
AnAn umiapiaqumlaplaq is a boat thatthat-

the
that-

thethe InupiaqInuplaq use for whal ¬.
ingmg ItIthas--hashasnas a "wooden"oodenooden frameframe-
and

frame-
andandandISis coveredcoveredwithwithwIthugrukugrukugruk-
skins

ugruk-
skmsskinsskms
skinsTheskmsThe

The construction of thethe-

uuudplaq
the-

uiruapiaquiruapiaquuudplaq started in10 the spring-
of

spnng-
of

springspnng
of 1981 This year threethree-
classes

three-
classesclasses are workingworkmg on the

project
projectThe

The tools being used are aa-

router
a-

routerrouter , an electricelectnc drilldnll., aa-

screw
a-

screwscrew driverdnver , screws , andandananan-

adz
an-

adzadz Nageak and Gaylen SearlesSearles-
made

Searles-
mademade the adz in10 the spnng-
of

spnngspringspring-
ofof 1981981J The reason for mak-

109

mak-

ing
makmak-¬-

ing109 the adz was to farmhar-

Ize

familiar-

ize
familiarfarmhar-farmharfamiliar-¬-

ize students with tools usedused-
before

used-
beforebefore the influxmflux ofofmodemmodem-
technology

modem-
technology

modernmodem
technology
technologyBuilding

BuildingBulldmg the boat hashas-

brought
has-

broughtbrought up discussions of why-

whaling
why-

whalmg
why

whalingwhalmg is conducted amongamong-

the
among-

thethe InuptaqInuplaq Nageak uses thesethese-

dIscussions
these-

discussionsdiscussions to teach InupiaqInuplaqInuptaqInuplaq-
culture

Inuptaq-
cultureculture and traditiontradlllOn to Inu-

plaq
Inu-

ptaq
InuInu-¬-

piaqplaqptaq and TanikTanlk teenagers-

"The

teenagersteendgersteenagers-

"The""TheThe buildingbulldmg of the umiaqumlaqumlaqI-
S

umiaq-
isis a symbol ofofaa lot of thingsthmgs
happeninghappenmgthmgshappenmgthingshappening- not juslJust gomg-
out

goinggomggoing-
outout and paddlingpaddlmg It involves-
tradition

mvolves-
tradlllon

involvesmvolves
traditiontradlllon that

. .
is the way-

of
way-

of
way

of the Eskimo "

qualifiesPracticalPrdcncalPrdcncalexperiencePracticalexperienceexperience qualiquallquali-¬'-
fies Nageak to teach ArctIc-
Survival

ArcticArctic-
SurvivalSurvival His experiencesexpenences as-

a
asas-

aa boy , as aa-ar;awhaler- whaler ,. and as-

someone
asas-

someonesomeone who has been lostlost-
at

lost-
atat sea andandmademade it11 baback , en-

able
en-

able
en-en-

able him to teachteachnotnot only-
the

onlyonly-
thethe prapracticalpracticalways!= tlcaltlcalwaysways of thethe-
Inuplaq

the-
InuptaqInupiaqInuplaqInuptaq , but also the emo-
tIOnal

emo-
tional

emoemo-¬-

tional aspectsaspedS involvedmvolvedmvolvedIninvolvedinin sursue

vivavivalvlvaJSlopeHe) on the Slope
-

He teaches in the Of.uOfuoralOf.u-

tradUlOn
oral-

tradition
.

Inupldq"ThaI'sInuptaq"That'straditiontradUlOn olof the InInupldqInuptaq
""That'sThats"ThaI'sThaIs'' something thatthJt I feel-
has

teelfeelteel-
hashas been lost We didn'tdidntdldn'tdldnt'' habasebase-
to ",to teach hohow" to readreddreddorreadoror "write-
in

"ntentewrite"nte-
minm InupiaqInuplaqInuptaq so our listlistenmlisteninglistening-
abilityability wasWdS good IImm prettprettypretty-
good

}

goodgoodatat rememberingremembenngrememberingwhatwhat-

other
whdtwhatwhdt-

otherother people tell me ""UhoutUhoutwithout

havinghd'mghdmghaling' loto use a tapetaperecorderrrecorderrecord-
erI

recorder-

cJn

recorder-
canI cancJn repeat in10to the classroomclassroomt-

h10gs
classroomclassroom-

thingsthingsth10gs I1 have heard from thethe-

old
the-

oldold peoplepeopleoithout\/without\/oithoutoithout havinghavmg toto-

refer
to-

referrefer to notes '

Students and teachers ahke-

look
alikeahkealike-

looklook forward to10 the day thatthat-
the

that-
thethe umiapiaqumlaplaqumtapiaq is finishedfimshed andand-

Cdn

and-

cancanCdn be used dunngduringdunngwhalmgduringwhalingwhalingwhalmgwhaling-
season

whalmg-
sedsonsedsonseason: ason


