
VISTASTA volunteer missss andrews
files snitsuit for jobob reinstatement

objections to the VISTA pro-
gram in alaska are once again be-
ing raised only this time they
will be heard in court

blanche andrews a former
vista volunteer who was fired
jan 15 the village of kongi
ganek where miss andrews was
reassigned and 18 of the villages
residents have filed suit in the
US district court in anchorage
seeking reinstatement of miss an-

i drews as the villages VISTA
volunteer

filed against state and feder-
al officials operating the VISTA
program in alaska the suit con-
tends that willie alienallen arbitrar-
ily capriciously and without
proper authority terminated miss
andrews from VISTA

alienallen is the coordinator of the
VISTA program in alaska

As implied by alienallen the VIS-
TA volunteer was fired because
of a letter written by her in no-
vember containing criticisms of
VISTA program

according to him she had
acted irresponsibly and had stated
her disagreement in a disagreeable
manner

distributed by her immediate
supervisor to volunteers largely
in the bethel area the letter
charges that the VISTA program

is a farce and does not care
what the native people think or
want miss andrews called on the
volunteers to strive for local con-
trol

the matter of local control
has been a topic of controversy
for several months now in janu-
ary 51 villages in the yukon
kuskowkwimarea including kon
giganak adopted a resolution cal-
ling for local administration of

the VISTA program currently
the program is sponsored by the
state

in the suit filed by alaska le-
gal services miss andrews al-
leges that she cannot be expelled
from the program for the letter
she wrote because this letter
commenting on a public issue
and distributed to other VISTAs
by her superior was within the
freedom of speech guarantee of
the first amendment to the con-
stitutionstitution

furthermore she says that
VISTA denied her her constitu-
tional right of due process by not
providing a hearing for her a no-
tice of charges against her con-
frontationfron tation and cross examination
of witnesses and assistance of
counsel

the village of kongiganakKongiganak a
small eskimo village in southwest
alaska on the kuskokwim bay
claims that the termination of
miss andrews was done without
66consultation consent or con-
currence of the village and was
thus a breach of an agreement
that the village had with alienallen

in alaska the program is
sponsored by the state but the
villages have the obligation and
the authority to supervise the ac-
tivitiestivi ties of the volunteer

miss andrews had served as a
volunteer in the village since aug
21 1968 ordinarily volunteers
stay in a village only one year but
she stayed for a seebodsecnodseenod year at
the villages request

As stated in the suit during
this time she had worked in the
areas of adult education volun-
teer head start operation of lo-
cal government and aiding indi-
viduals in dealing with governgovemgolem

ment agencies
several villagers were prepar-

ing for the general education
development test this summer
with miss andrews help in the
hope they could obtain hihighgh
school diplomas

pending developments in the
case she is presently staying on in
the village ofofkongiganakkongiganakKongiganak at the
request of the village the village
is helping her with food and fuel
and her landlord is letting her
stay free of charge in the house
she rented as a VISTA volunteer

the 18 villagers who joined in
the suit are participants in and
direct beneficiaries of the VISTA
program they along with other
villagers a total of 30 filed affi-
davits in support of retaining
miss andrews

As stated by her landlord
roland phillip in his affidavit
all of the people in the village

liked her and benefited from her
teaching the adult education
class

1 I need the money from rent-
ing my house but feel the village
needs blanche more than I1 need
the money

other typical statements from
the villagers

in my opinion there was no
reason for blanche andrews to
have been fired from VISTA she
has never been in any trouble
whatsoever

1I wish to see blanche con-
tinue as a VISTA volunteer so
our adult education program
can keep going and becanwecanwe can finish
school

she helps the people here
with their problems and she is
always around when they need
heroher

she tries to learn the native
ways and respects us 19

and as stated by the village
council president evon azean
1I am disgusted with the VISTA
administration for their com-
pletely disregarding our feelings
out here and their lack of con-
cern for our adult education
program arid how much it means
to us I1 am very upset that the
VISTA admadministrationbiffiiffi istration wouldfirewould fire
blanche andtellandrelland tell her to get out of
this village even though everyone
here likes her and wants herhe r tofo
stay

her termination from VISTA
alaska harshadhashadhas had a bad effect on
this whole village


