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TALE OF TWO VILLAGES ordr arthur E hippler associate pro-
fessor of anthropology at the university of alaska discusses his
work on a study of barrow and kotzebue published recently by
the university of minnesota

Aanthropologistr sayss4ysayS villagesI1 g
Ffarar firfromam0m digdisappearingeariigearwig

COLLEGE A recent study by
a university of alaska anthro-
pologistpologist dedicatesmaicatesiedicatesmaicates that a popular
notion that rural villages aredisare dis
appearing is hotnot true

Evievidencedende which shows that the
villages with some exceptions
are maintainingaremaintaining their present pop-
ulation and in some cases are
growing wawas published recently
by drodr arthur E hippler asso-
ciate professor of anthroanthropologyanthropolovpolov
at the institute of social eco-
nomic and government res-
earch

his work entitled barrow and
kotzebue an exploratory com-
parison of acculturation and ed-
ucation in two large north-
western alaska villages was
published by the university of
minnesota

hippler said the birth rate
and improvements in health to
extend lifespanlife span have maintained
population levels even though a
substantial number of persons
leave villages every year

hooper bay now has about
600 people a lot for a rural vil-
lage hippler said emangakEmangak
and alakanuk have about 450
people pt hope still has about
350 people eyen though there is
a tremendous outmigrationout migration from
there

he said both barrow and
kotzebue have native poptilapopula-
tions of about 2000 and that
continued in migration from
other villages has created some
social problems

he said that often persons
coming into a village such as
barrow and kotzebue are not
prepared to adapt from an es-
sentiallysentially subsistence life to a cash
economy and a foreign culture

this raises the issue of the
quality of life he said andland its
inadequate in about every way
you want to look at itito

for example for thethi last
two or three generations the na-
tives have been told they were
stupid and backward and that
they should try to become like
whites

this has created social pres-
sures and pathologies we know
that a teachers attitude deter-
mines what happens to a child
and there is no question that
not all of the teachers who come
to alaska are suited for their
jobs and that some are basically
prejudiced against natives

there is already an estab-
lished aura of failure among es-
kimos conceconcerningrhing what they can
accomplish and it continues to
grow because of white attitudes
toward natives even though
there is no overt racism apparent

in most cases whites continue to
make natives feel uncomfortable
and inadequate by patronizing
them

these people have had to
adopt a whole new set of values
to try and integrate into the
white way of life some of the
older ones not only dont know
how to explain to their kids how
to prepare for the white world
but if they did its not the cus-
tom for them to bully their kids
A generation conflict based on
different perceptions is hard to
avoid

hippler said there has been
continual disagreement over the
last few years about what should
be done and who should do it
but he does see some clear cut
areas for improvements

wee need to teach literacy in
the native tongue he saidosaid
this has both pedagogical and

psychological advantages
there needs to be some co-

ordination among the different
agency programs to effect eco-
nomic impact and stop the boom
bust cycles such as have always

persisted at barrow
education remains the cen-

tral issue whats terribly impor-
tant is the way members of the
dominant culture feel about na
livestives how they teach them andandaandj
to what ends I1


