by the federal and state govern-
ments.

As a start in that direction,
last week the Alaska Federa-
tion of Natives sponsored a
statewide conference on the
Indian Reorganization Ast.
The purpose of the conference
was to bring together inter-
ested members of the Native
community and knowledgeable
experts to begin exploring the
many issues and questions re-
lated to Native sovereignty.

Although many questions are
still unanswered, considerable
helpful information was pre-
sented. According to represen-
tatives of the Department of
Interior, neither the Alaska
Statehood Act nor the Alaska
Native  Claims  Settlement
Act altered the sovereign polit-
ical status of Alaska Natives.

However, that fact does not
end the inquiry. What is the
nature of that political status?
What is the extent of govern-

tions are not yet known. But
what is' important to the sur-
vival of Alaska Natives as a
distinct people is that, for the
first time since passage of the
Alagka Native Claims Settle-
ment Act 11 years ago, they

now are being sought.
Why do Alaska Natives have

to be distinct why do they
want to be distinct; That ques-

tion is rife among non-Natives.

link to the culture and the land

they live on, the values and
the heritage fundamental to
their people for centuries.
From the smallest Native vil-

lage to Alaska’s urban centers,

what Natives want is for their

vive, J
In the weeks and months
ahead, the Alaska Federation

of Natives intends to work |

closely with traditional and
IRA councils, and federal and
state government (o ensure
that the issue of Native sover-
eignty — particularly the re-
lationship between Native gov-
ernments and state govern-
ment — is considered by all
parties in a fair and rational
manner.

Alaska Senator Ted Stevens
recently called for a state-
wide dialogue on the issue of
Native sovereignty. The Alaska
Federation of Natives whole-
heartedly supports that pro-
posal, But if such a dialogue is
to achieve productive results,
all parties must agree at the

people and their history to sur-
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