Fish abound once again
at abandoned Batzulnetas

hy Donna Galbreath

fier the Toimaldra 1 umes

I the Mentasta Valley s a regnm
Colled Nabesa Wathin this reglon wis
wosenall villoge called Batzulnetas.

The willnge sprawled along the
Vamada Creek 1o where it drained in-
o the Copper River, Tt was located i
a salley surmounded by the Wangel
Mountains  wnd  overlooked Mount
Sanfond

Thee B! there suppaorted SO/t 1K
peaple during the wanter, and many
nwire people came anto this urea dur:
g the sumimer months o fish o
sulmon ow of the Copper River
About 40 or 50 years agn, people
hegan moving out of this village
arcas more accessible 1w jobs amd
schooling, wnthl oo one remained in the
village

the famalies thot had voileed this
ared fon Bishing: continued 1 do so until
the  Alasks  Department ol
Fish & Game closed the asrea’ o
ishing.

Pwior wiomen whose famulies hived
aned fished ar Batzulnetas are Kate
lohn, 72, of Mentnsta, and [ons
Charles, RS, of Dunt Lake. Because ol
their Canihies” involvement with this
arei, both of these women applied for
and recerved Native allotments ar Bat-
sulnetias. This area is completely sur
rounded by federal park Taml which
mhe access difficult.

These two
women dreamed of
being able to fish
for salmon at this
site again.

These two women dreamed of be:
g ahle w fish for salmon at this sine
g, After Tour vesrs of legal action,
Tohn and Charles were given permis-
sion (o cross park lands and o put o
fish wheel in the Copper River. With
thie wad o relutives, local residents sl
the Park Service, John and Charles
were ussisted an setting up i bish
wheel _

Both women were adiumant about
being ot Batzulnetss 1o see thew dream
come true. John was ready 10 walk the
nirrow, rough and muddy three-mile
il 1o gel 1o the site. Charles,
however, wias unable to walk the
distance, and with the aid of the Park
Service and  locsl resudents,  both
women were given rides i off-the-
road vehicles.

The women oversaw the placing of
the fish wheel, and on July 1, they
wittched the wheel begin operation.




