
Oil in at 10:061006: ajna.mam. .. Monday -
Oil Begins to Flow through the-

Trans
thethe-

TransTrans Alaska Pipeline this week
By WILLIAM B . ARESARES-

North

ARES-

NorthNorth Slope oilad flowed Into-

the
into

the trans-AlaskatransAlaska- pipeline at
10100606 Monday morning at Prud-

hoe
Prud-

hoe
Prud-Prud-

hoe Bay starting up an oil pro-

duction
propro-¬-

duction system that has beenbeen-

threethree years and billions of dol-

lars
doldol-¬-

lars in designing and building .

Start-upStartup- came nearly ninenine-

yearsyeanyears to the day from the pro-

ven
propro-¬-

ven discovery of the vast oiloil-

fieldfield at Prudhoe Bay . And alal-

most
al-al¬-

most on time .

Scheduled to enter the pipepipe-

at
pipe-

atat 9 ajnam . in the scraper build-

ing
buildbuild-¬-

ing section at pump station I1 .,

it was delayed for just overover-

anan hour because of some minorminor-
problemproblem with a flange connec-

tion
connecconnec-¬-

tion . There was a small amountamount-

ofof oil leakeage before the nec-

iMiju4jHStment
nec-

tment
nec-nec-

iMiju4jHStment* tment could be com-
leted

com-
leted

com-com-

leted anano he long awaitedawaited-

frPrrtfrPrrt controlcontro.center-
In

contro.centercontrocenter. center
In gav the fin ''O.KO.KOK. .

liJystart th oilyoilywingwing .

Pi para, tlortftlortfadi ad been com-

210,000

com-

pleted
com-com-

pleted oftrn', with the twin
210,000210000, bagbamybagcontrolcontrol tankstank-

srr do,

at the pump stationlaUonttatlon (diedhIledtilled toto-

the
to-

thethe required levels for :starttart upup-

and
up-

andand allaU necessary .:checkinghedung andand-

double
and-

doubledouble .:checkingheckmg had been donedonrdone-
Leaving

donr-
LeavingLeaving only the finalfmal pennit-
from

permitptnntlpennitptnntl-
fromfrom the Department of InterInter-

lor

Inter-

torlortor to actually start operationsoperations-
That

operations-
ThatThat came on Sunday So withwith-

aa few last minutemmute bnefingbnefmg ses-

sions
ses-

sions
sesses-¬-

sions with techrtechnicianscaans bby) IICom> mm-

pany
¬.

pany officials the ""pigpig"pagpag " waswas-

inserted
was-

msertedinsertedmserted into the pipeplpt and Ihe-

vault
theIhethe-

vaultvault looking hatch atal thethe-

end
the-

endend of the pipe was locked intomtllinto-
place

mtll-

placeplace
placeThis

This cone shapedshaptd metal andand-

plastic
and-

plasticplastic batchingbatchmg pig as it is caJcalcal-

led
aJaJ-

ledled will go before the oiloU and bebe-

tracked
be-

trackedtracked by sound andandradiOradio aU-

the
allaUall-

thethe way to the Valdez terminaltermmaterminal-
and

}
and will be replaced twice on thethe-

trip
the-

triptrip south It separates the 01-

1from

oil011oil-

fromfrom 6 million cubic feelfeet ofof-

nitrogen
of-

nitrogennitrogen that was put inm thethe-

pipe
the-

piptpipepipt firstfllSt to remove oxygen thatthat-
creates

that-
createscreates a firenre hhazardZard when exex-

posed
ex-

posed
ex-ex¬-

posed to crude oil vapor . TheThe-

pig
The-

pigpig will also be used throughoutthroughout-
operational

throughout-
operationaloperational life of the pipelinepiptlinepipeline-
periodically

piptline-
periodluUyperiodicallyperiodluUy to remove any par-par-

rafinraftn (hatIhalthat 'ixiursUllUrs'x.ursx.ursxurs. n.ltunltunaturallynaturYll. , n\nnIn\ In-

crude
inin-

crudecrude mlutiall andandlouidandLouldmuldlouidLould huHuiJJhuildhuildupddupupup.It\mi\.It.It.mm-

the
.I-

tthethe sidesudes oof' the pipepipe-
The

pipe-
The

pipe-
TheThe oil011ad011ISadisis expectedexptl'tedexptlted' tt.tttIII<. > rc"h-

VaJdel
reachrc"hrchreach-

Valdes
"

Valde/ValdeVaJdelValdesValdein/ in littleillite overliver *;0o daysdays-
and

days-
andand is travelingIravellng at I ' milesml1es perptrper-

hour
ptr-

hourhour HieflteThe tr3kmtracking.: team will bebe-

keeping
be-

keeplnkeepingkeepln a 244 hour watch thethe-

entire

the-

enttreentireenttre length torlor any stresssueu oruror-

signs

ur-

SJgnssignsSJgns of01 possibleposuble lrouble-
The

troublelroubletrouble-
The

trouble-
TheThe event also drew a largelarge-

crowd
large-

crowdcrowdcrowdof..1111oft newsmen from allatlall-

over
atl-

IweroverIwer the country whowhowertwerewertwere-

given
wert-

givengiven a start-upstartup-- bnefingbnefmgbneftng andand-

photographa
and-

photographicphotographicphotographa tour ofor the pumppump-
sUlion

pump-
stationstationsUlion and other facilitiesfacUlties onon-

Sunday
on-

SundaySunday morningmomlng Some otof thethe-

press
the-

presspress crew had a few anXJous-

moments
anxiousanXJousanxious-

momentsmoments on the Monday tourtour-
when

tour-
whenwhen one of the buses supphed-
by

suppliedsupphedsupplied-
byby the oiloU companies rolledrolltdrolltdoverrolledoveroverover-

on
over-

onon itsUS side There were notnot-

Injuries
not-

injuriesinjuries and only slight damagedamage-
toto the bus


