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MINTOMlliTQMINTQ. POTLATCHPOTLATCH-ThreePOTLATCHThreeTLATCH-ThrTLATCHThr--Three,

elderly men are happilyappilyhappily drummingdrur"mlngdrurmlngdrur'mingdrurmingdrur'ming-
and

"' ii-

and

i-

andand singing at the recent potlatch heldseldeld at newnew Minto village . '\

The potlatch is said to be 'thethe'

the greatest since the one in1-in1in11927in ',-. 1927In7In7jIn7h-
eld

1927-
held

j
\

held at Nenana . About 500 people attended from many villagesvilli\gesvilliges\ .
;
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- The'The-The'- new village of MintoMintMintowaswaswas-
the

was-
thethe scene of one of thethelargestthelargest-
potlatches

,
largestlargest-

potlatchespotlatches heldh ld in this areaarea sincesince-
the_ the one sponsored by ., ChiefChief-
Thomas

Chief-
ThomasThomas in Nenana in 1927 . AnAn-

estimated
An-

estimatedestimated 500 people were inin-

the- the newnewrlliagevillage\rlliagerlliage\ .

Guests came from .CopperCopper., ,

Center , NorthwayNorthwayTanacrqss-TanacrqssTanacrqss-,' Tanacross ',, '
-

Fairbanks , Nenana , Fort YukonYuk n ,;"'

Chalkyitisik , Ruby , Stevens VilVil-VilVil-

lage
Vil-

lage
¬- '

lage ,. Anchorage and Huslia . . $;
The termtenn "potlatchpotlatch" " is oftenoften-

used

*;

used totQ refer to two entirely
'

differententirelydifferent
.

types of celebrations .: '':'
There is the frequentfre- .quentfre- quentfre.quentMgathering

.
"gatheringgatheringMgathering" "

,

which is celebrated at various "'

especiallylovertimes of 'thethe' year , especiallyespecially-
over

l-

overover the holidays . '

But the potlatch at newnew-
Minto

new-
MintoMinto was the traditional cerecere-cere-
mony

¬.-
mony to memorialize the resiresi-resi-

dents
¬.-

dents whow o have died within thethe-
past

the-
pastpast year .

This potlatch wasW3$ to comcom-com-
memotate

com-
memorate

¬-

memoratememotate the deaths of MosesMoses-
Charlie

Moses-
CharlieCharlie , Timothy Charlie , LouisLouis-
Silas

Louis-
SilasSilas and Catherine Jimmy , allall-

of
all-

ofofduringthewhom passed away duringduring-
thethe precedingpre eding year .

The emphasis at .MintoMinto., waswas-
on

was-
onon the traditions of the AthaAtha-Atha-
bascan

¬.-
bascan way of life . Most of thethe-
sp

the-
speechesspeechessp eches were given in AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
can

Athabas-
can

¬-

entirelyincan . The singing waswas entirely
in the native tongue .

. Some men such as Peter John ,

Melvin Charlie , Andrew Isaac ,

and Walter NorjhwayNorthwayNor 1way spoke ;: toto-

they
to-

theythey youngyoungyoungpeoplepeople both in theirtheir'nativ-

e

their-
native

'-

native
n-

ative' native tongue and in English toto-

remind
to-

remindremindforgettheirthe young not tot forgetforget-
theirthen-thentheirthenpast- past , but to also live in thethe-
modem

the-
modemmodernmodem world .

Even the making of IndianIndian-
Ice

Indian-
IceIce Cream was carried out inin-

the
in-

thethe traditional manner with thethe-
young

the-
youngyoung men stirring while thethe-
old

the-
oldold women sangsan songs of enen-enen-

couragement
¬.-

couragement..

Every morning the peoplepeople-
gathered

people-
gatheredgathered to sing mourning songs
forsongsforFollowingthethe deceased . FollowingFollowing-
thethe evening meal , the mourningmourning-
songs

mourning-
songssongs were sung again , but thisthis-
time

this-
timejoyfultime they were followed by joyjoy-¬.-
fulfut dances to show that thethe-
mourning

the-
mourningmourning period was over .

The singing and dancing concon-con-

tinued
¬.-

tinued tiuoughthrough the night andand-

the
and-

thethe teenagers often danced unun-unun-

til
¬.-

til breakfast time .

(Continued on page 6)6)



Minto Potlatch . . .
\

(Continued from page iy1)1))

BeginningBeginnmg last fallfan , the villavilla-villa-

gers
villa-

gers
¬-

gers began to saves ve moose , ducks ,

bear and other meats to provide ,..
food fo'r'theforthefor'thefor' ' the celebration !: DurDur-Dur-
mg

Dur-

ing
¬-

ingmg thethewinter-winterwinter-' months the wowo-wo-
men

wo-

men
-¬-

men sewed boots and mittensmittens-
and

mittens-
andand other items to present asas-

gifts
as-

giftsgifts at the potlatch ..
In addition , the visitorsvisitorsall-allall-' allall-

brought
all-

broughtbrought food to help ' provideprovide-
for

provide-
for'theforthefor'thefor "thethe"' nearlyearly 6,0006000, mealsmels whichwhich-

were
which-

werewere served overover the fourday-
celebration

four-dayfourdayfourday-
celebration

--
celebration .

One of the elders who hadhad-

passed
had-

passedpassed away , Moses Charlie , hadhad-
relatives

had-
relativesrelatives from the Tanacross-TanacrossTanacross-
FortyMile

Tanacross-
FortyMile

Tanacross-
FortyMile

-

Forty-MileFortyMile- area . At the gathergather-gather-

ing
gather-

ing
¬-

ing it was learned that CatherineCatherine-

Attla
Catherine-

AttlaAttla from Huslia , who 'hadhad'had-

come
'had-

come

'

come for the celebration , was aa-

relativerelative of Moses ' wife , Bessie .

In this way-waywaythe,;- the celebrationcelebration-

turned
celebration-

turnedturnedturnedout-outout'Out-'' to be a
, renewalrtnewalr newal ofof-

ol
of-

oldoldol , tiestiedtie ' and.and. '- relationship'sr- elationships'- relatiohsWpsr- elatiohsWps'- relatibishipsr- elatibiships' ( ' '';' fromfrom-

Huslia'to
from-

HusliaHusliaHuslia'toHusliato'toto' to Northway-theNorthwaythe- entireentire-

interior
entire-

interiorinterior of Alaska .
'

Fred Ewan andandothersothers fromfrom-

Copper
from-

CopperCopper Center said that theythey-

had
they-

hadhad 'heard-'heardheard.heard'heardof'. -. of the famous-famousfamoussongsfamous-songsfamoussongsfamoussongs-
and

-' songssongs-

andand dances from MintoMrto , butbut-

that
but-

thatthat this Was their firstfirst'oppor-first'opporfirstopporfirst'oppor-
tunity

'opporoppor'oppor-'oppor-
ttmity

' ¬-

tunityttmity to participate in them .

..
Many of the speakers at the ,.

potlatch said that the youngyoung-

people
young-

peoplepeople must lI'arnIarnyarn.'arn to be proudproud-

efe> . '
,

of their heritage and their traditr-ditrditradi-tradi-

tions
- ¬.-

tions . Several said that theythey-

wished
they-

wishedwished that the young peoplepeople-

would
people-

wouldwould retain the language .

Commenting on this , Dr .

Michael'' Krauss said.said. , ""TheThe'The"' onlyonly-

way
only-

wayway that the native languageslanguages-
wiJl

languages-

willwillwiJl be preserved is to have thethe-

old
the-

oldold peoplepeopl speak nothing butbut-

their, their native language1anguage to the very ;,

young ..""

The songsson s
,andapd dances will .bebe-

lost
be-

lostlost if the native tongue is abanaban-aban-

doned
aban-abanaban-

doned
¬-

doned , and so he ' recommendsrecommends-
that

recommends-
thatthat they preserve their languagelanguage-

and
language-

andand custpmscustQmscustoms . America.America. has beenteenteen-
the

\> eeneen-

thethe traditional "meltingmelting"" pot ,,""
but if the diversity of ingreingre-ingre-
dients

¬.-
dients is lost , then theth . strengthtrengthstrength-

is
trength-

isis gone .
"

The "potlatchpotlatch'potlatch"'
,

' " at Minto ,;,
then proved to be another bigbig-

step
big-

step
.

step for the native peoplep ople ., TheThe-

RevRev . Walter Hannum andaJ1d DavidDavid-

Paul
David-

PaulPaul of Tanacross celebrated thethe-

EpisCopalian
the-

EpiscopalianEpiscopalian Communionommunion 'SerSer'Ser-'Ser-

vice

'Ser ¬.-

vice for thetb: deceased , and laterlater-

joined
later-

joinedjoined in the dancingdancing-dancingto*'- to markmark-

the
mark-

thethe end of mourningmQurning .

It wasas symbolic of the oldold-

and
old-

andand the newT-pridenewTpridenew.pridenewpridenew.-pridepride- in the past ,

but looking towards the future .

The potlatch was not a signsign-

of
sign-

ofof assimilation , but compositioncomposition-composition-
the

-
the old and the hewnew .


