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ILetters:letters from Here and There
.

:

.

:

;: :;: : : : :nn
Wants StandardStandard-

AlaskanAlaskan TextbookTeXIbook
TextbookJune

June 23 , 19711971-

DearDear Editor :

I have often wanted to subsub-sub-

mit
¬.-

mit an idea to native leadersleaders-
but

leaders-
butbut things are so hectict'lectictlectic' on otherotheri-
ssues

otheri-
ssuesissues that it'sits' hardMret to find a resres-res-

pective
res-

pective
¬-

pective ear . Would it be possiblepossiblpossible-
inin the next few yearsye rs ( if not tootoo-
late

too-
latelate ) for Native organizations ,

the Human Rights CommissionCommission-
oror some faculty in that area toto-

get
to-

getget together with the blessingslessingiblessings-
of

lessingi-
ofof our State ( no doubt ) andand-

construct
and-

constructconstruct a standard textbooktextbook-
ofof the State of Alaska .

My Concerntoncern is that there areare-

so
are-

soso many books on Alaska whichwhich-
are

which-
areare inaccurate and tend to gogo-

off
go-

offoff on the deep end in floweryflowflowery-
language

ryry-

languagelanguage , etc... , etc.. Also I bebe-bebel-

ieve
be-

lieve
-¬-

lieve above ' all that fair treattreat-treat-
ment

¬.-

ment
. of Alaska Natives mustmust-

bebe in THIS textbook whichwhich-
WILL

which-
WILLWILL treat us as PEOPLE , huhUehu-huhU-
eman

hu-

man
¬-

man beings with faculties , jgiftsgIfts,
, ,

ideas EQUAL to ANY humanhuman-
beings

human-
beingsbeings in this country and onon-

this
on-

thisthis earth .
I believe that it should bebe-

contructed
be-

constructedconstructedcontructed$ by historians *. bothboth-
native

both-
nativenative and non-nativenonnative-- and thatthat-
wherever

that-
whereverwherever necessary interpretersinterpreters-
should

interpreters-
shouldshould be used .

The reason I stressedtressed$ historhlstorhistor-histor-
ians

¬.-
ians is because we as people areare-

not
are-

notnot some species or sub-speciessubspeciessubspecies-
to

--

to be studied by other people .
We are people and not anythinganything-
else

anything-
elseelse in any other. anthropoloanthropolo-anthropolo-
gi

anthropolo-
gical

-¬-

gicalgial term !

By such a textbook we maymay-
yet

may-
yetyet lead other states into doingdoing-
what

doing-
whatwhat is fair and just and lastinglasting-
to

lasting-
toto our future and our childrenhildren .

There are other things of whichwhich-
II may ask about in the future .

Thank you for your consiconsi-consi-
deration

¬.-

deration in putting out newsnews-
for

news-
for

'
for us all . I enjoyenjoy readingread-'ingread-ing thisthis-
paper

this-
paperpaper wheneverwhetlever I purchase one .

Sincerely ,

AtAIAl JudsonJudson-
Box

Judson-
BoxBox 924

Hoonah , AlaskaAlaska-

P.S

Alaska-

P.S* P.SPS. . Those picked in writingwriting-
oror being on the staff may bebe-

appointed
be-

appointedappointed by the State and nana-nana-

tive
¬.-

tive organizations which maymay-
eliminate

may-
eliminateeliminate a lot of "paperpaper" " qualiquali-quali-
fications

quali-
fications

¬-

fications .

Backs UpicksounUpicksormUpicksounB-
oxBox 285 , Baychester St .

BrohxBrohit , N.YNY. . 1046910469-
June

10469-
JuneJune 15 , 19711971-

DearDear Sirs :

Whose Land is Alaska ?
I have read Joseph Upick-UpickUpick-

souns
Upick-

souns
Upick-

souns
-

souns statement to the HouseHouse-
Committee

House-
CommitteeCommittee on Interior & Insuinsu-insu-
lar

¬.-
lar Affairs May 3-434-3-4,197134,197141971- ,. 1971 .

I1 have asked the above quesques-ques-
tion

ques-
tion

¬-

tion in N.Y.CNY.CNYC. . . at random amongamong-
my

among-
mymy patients (ordinary people )

and among my highly educatededucated-
acquaintances

educated-
acquaintancesacquaintances ( Drs . , Lawyers ,

Bankers , PoliticiansPoliticIans , Professors ,
etc . ) . Almost aall! ) of them gavegave-
me

gave-
meme variationsvariatons! of the sameSme anan-anan-

swer
¬.-

swer "TheThe" USA owns Alaska ."
A few , who know of my CheroChero-Chero-
kee

Chero-
kee

-¬-

kee Indian blood ,. have smiledsmiled-
and

smiled-
andand replied "MaybeMaybe" it does bebe-be-bel-
ong

be-
long

¬-

long to the Indians , Eskimos ,.

Aleuts and other native peoplespeoples-
who

peoples-
whowho have always lived there ."

'OneOnebne' friend of mine laughedlaughed-
out

laughed-
outout loud after thinking aboutabout-
my

about-
mymy question , then asked rnelJ1ememe-

"Do"DoDo"00 you think it'sits' possible thatthat-
the

that-
thethe RussiansRuss ans pulled a fastfat$ oneone-
and

one-
andand sold the USA somethingsomething-
that

something-
thatthat was not theirs ? Did theythey-
fool

they-
foolfool the USA just like thethethe'city'citycity'city-
slicker

'city-
slicker

'
slicker *' has time and again soldsold-

the
sold-

thethe Brooklyn BridgeBr dge (owned byby-

the
by-

thethe City of N.YNY. . ) to some unun-unun-

knowing
un-

knowing
¬-

knowing country bumpkinbumplnbump\bump\< ln forfor-

a
for-

aa few hundred dollars ?"
The question in my mindmind-

is
mind-

isis ; What does the Native AlaskanAlaskan-
think

Alaskan-
thinkthink ? Has he been brainwashedrainwshedbrainwashedbrainwashed-
to

rainw shedshed-
toto accept the story put out byby-

the
by-

thethe 'pale-faces'palepalefaces' --- ' in the lower 48 ;
or does he know that "therethere"there-
is

"
is evidence that his ancestorsancestors-
lived

ancestors-
livedlived in Alaska as long ago as
6000 yrs . B.CBC. . (7.9717.9717971(7,971( ., yrs . ago ) ? "
Does he know that "BarrowBarrow" ,

.. .. . .

for example , has been a villagevillage-
for

village-
forfor 2,8002800, years .

I hear a lot about AlaskaAlaska-
here

Alaska-
herehere in New York City . I seesee-

many
see-

manymany film clips about AlaskaAlaska-
on

Alaska-
onon T.VTV. . The central theme isis-

always
is-

alwaysalways , what a wonderfulwonderfut valuvalu-valu-

able
¬.-

able land it is and how stupidstupid-
were

stupid-
werewere the Russians to sell It toto-

the
to-

thethe U.SUS. .

What are the Alaskans doingdoing-
to

doing-
toto counteract this idea of ownerowner-owner-
ship

¬.-

ship ? I only hear one lonelon-
evoicethat

lon-
evoicethatvoice-thatvoicethat-"-- of Joseph Upicksoun .

Are there Otherth.erther. Alaskans readyready-
to

ready-
toto fight by his side ? Are therethere-
clubs

there-
clubsclubs and frequent meetingsmeetings-
where

meetings-
wherewhere plnspli'nsplinsplans?;' and ideas are disdis-dis-

cussed
¬.-

cussed to prevent your childrenchildren-
from

children-
fromfrpmfrom being "trespasserstrespassers" in thethe-
land

the-
landland of their nativity ? " AreAre-

you
Are-

youyou trying to preserve your lanlan-lanlan-

guages
lan-

guages
¬-

guages ? Are you proud of youryour-
heritage

your-
heritageheritage ? Do you learn1earn youryyour-
history

urur-

historyhistory from the old ones ; haveha'iehaieha'ie-
they

have-
they

'

they told you of your heroes ?

When you learn'earnearn' U.SUS. . historyhistory-
inin school , do you also learnlearn-
the

learn-
thethe American Indian version ofof-

American', AmericanAmerltan history and learn ofof-

tlie
of-

thethetlie countless and proud IndianIndian-
heroes

Indian-
heroesheroes ? Are you aware of thethe-
devious

the-
deviousdevious means used to take InIn-InIn-

dian
¬.-

dian lands'andsands' in the past so thatthat-
the

that-
thethe U.S.AUS.AUSA.. . . could stretch fromfrom-
sea

from-
seasea to sea ? Will it one dayday-
stretch

day-
stretchstretch from pole to pole ? ?

The important answers toto-

these
to-

thesethese questionsqU8tions$ areareinin-in- the handhand-
of

hand-
ofof a few leaders and a fewfew-

students
few-

studentsstudents . Each'Each.'
'""" of you mustmust-

ACT
must-

ACTACT and show interest . EachEach-
must

Each-
mustmust also be aware that it waswas-

not
was-

notnot a 'palefacepaleface' *' who struckstruck-
down

struck-
downdown Chief Crazy Horse , afterafter-
he

after-
hehe badlad! wiped out the invincibleinvincible-
General

invincible-
GeneralGeneral Custer and his troopstr ops..

You saw what just happenedhappened-
toto the Indians exercising theirtheir-
treaty

their-
treatytreaty rights at AlcatrazAJcatraz.. TheyThey-
say

They-
saysay the government broke itsits-

word
its-

wordword to them by suddenlysuddenly-
physically

suddenly-
physicallyphysically forcing them off thethe-
island

the-
islandisland after solemnly saying$ying theythey-
would

they-
wouldwould not do so .

Time is runningrun\ingruning(\ out . NeedNeed-
II, say moremorel???

Sincerely yours ,

K . M . Young , M.DMD. .


