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BARROW-OnBARROWOn- July 1I ,. BarrBarr-Barr-

I

Barr-
ow

¬-

I ow Utilities Inc . is set to pullpull-
ii\
,

theththtt; switch on a large BureauBureau-
ofof Indian Affairs installationinstallation-
leaving

installation-
leavingleaving it without power , waterwaterwater-

and
water-

andand maintenance of its sewersewer-sewer-
age

sewer-
age

¬-

age 'disposaldisposal'disposaidisposai' plant . The shutshut-shut-
down

shut-
down

¬-

down will also shortcircuitshort circUit thethe-
city

the-
citycity of Barrow .

Last year BUI contracted toto-

maintain
to-

maintainmaintain BIAIA utilities andandreoandrerereore-rereo-

ceived
re-

ceived
¬-

ceived advance funding to pay
45 workers needed for the jobj<;>b .

Now , under a new federalfederaifederai-
regulation

federal-
regulationregulation , advance funding isis-

not
is-

notnot available for renegotiationrenegotiation-
ofof the contract and if a waverwaver-
is

waver-
isis not obtained , utility emploemplo-emplo-
yees

emplo-
yees

¬-

yees will walk out leaving thethe-
BIA

the-
BIABIA to mind its own business .

Since BUI buys its powerpower-
from

power-
fromfrom the BIA plant it has beenbeen-
maintaining

been-
maintainingmaintaining , it will put itselfitself-
out

itself-
outout of business as well .

"WithoutWithout" a contract we cancan-can-

not
can-

not
¬-

not legally set foot on governgovern-govern-
ment

¬.-

ment property ," explainseAplains NelsonNelson-
Ahvakana

Nelson-
AhvakanaAhvakana secretary of the boardboard-
and

board-
andand registered agent for BUI.. "II"I-

won't
"I-

won't
"

won'twont' leave the utility plantplant-
unattended

plant-
unattendedunattended . I can'tcant' jeopardizejeopardize-
thethe property of the government..

So TilrlJI'llIll' have to shut down
.

powerpower-
for

power-
forfor the whole town .:"

"CertainCertain" restrictions can bebe-

waived
be-

waivedwaived ' by the SecretarySecre\arySecreary\ of InIn-InIn-

terior
In-

terior
¬-

terior ," reported Fred Sloan ,

area plant manager for the state ,.

from his Juneau office . "We'reWere"We're-
in

" '
in a quandaryquandafY ourselves .

"WeWe" want to go ahead withwith-
negotiations

with-
negotiationsnegotiations . Last year BUIBUI-

did
BUI-

diddid a good job and pretty muchmuchf-

ulf11led
much-

fulfilledfulfilledfulf11led its obligations . ButBut-

its
But-

itsits up in the air . If they shutshut-
downdownjown'( we'llwellwe.1Iwe1I'. justjust, have to hanghang-
on

hang-
on "on somehow .

BUIBUIwaswas formed inm 1965 withwith-
aa S750.000S750000$750.000750.000750000S750,000$ ., BIA loan that wentwent-

Continued
went-

continued
went-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)

READY TO PULL THE SWITCHSWITCH-NelsonSWITCHNelson--Nelson Ahvakana ., secretarysecretary-

ofof the board and registered agentlgent forfer Barrow UtilitiesUtilities , Inc . isis-

ready
is-

readyready to shut off all.all. utilities his company furnishes the locallocal-

Bureau
local-

BureauBureau of Indian Affairs installation and the city of BarrowBarrow-
ifif a new contract to run the facilities can'tcantcar'tcart. ' be negotiated withwith-
the

with-
thethe government . Deadline is JulyJuty 11..
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mostly'lorlutilirymostlylorlutiliry'II' ,

"'
" '" " , "

utilitY\PutilitYP" " . '\' poles'andpolesand1' "

les
, ,

'
"

andnd
'

in-inin-

stallatio'n
in
, :'-, mostlymostlyf

,
;; for! !; utility 'polespoles ¬-

stallationstallatio'nstallat on' .:.' T
,

'. Proceeds.iProceedsiProceeds'
+ 1:', from 'pri-'pripri'pri-

rate
' pripri-pri-

vate
¬--

,, ;

vate\rateratevate\ enterprise areare notn t much andand-

withoutwithout: advance ,
fundingfunding'AhvafundingAhva, 'AhvaAhva

' ::' '

kana ' , saidsd '
:; theytheycannot'

;-cannotcannot- possibly1possibly1' possibly-

hire
:

hire the stafftaffStaff needed
.,

'
for , mainmain-mainmain-

tenance
main-

rr
¬--

". "rr ' "'- "ar'"\ % ' y

tenanceytenance.: "ffr, 41I
.,.' ,

i

., "ThisThis"rms"provisio-

n

rmsprovisio-

n:is'provisionisprovision
" ' provision ,, (orVhooilnooo'lno

'-

lno
l-no''
, "ad-"adad"a-

dva
."' .adad.
.ad-

vance
-

vancevava1cevance1ce funding'funding' ) was not in ' ourour-

last
our-

lastlast contract... Is it because of aa-

laV

a-

lawlawlaV'! Congress passed fromfr m 'thethe' theth-
eti

the-

timetimetitimene theth Indian people used bowbow-

and
bow-

andand 'arrowsarrows'
arrows ?" puzzledpuzz1 d ArnoldAmotdAmotd-

Brower

Arnold-

BrowerBrower ,. president of BUL"IfBULIfBUJ.1)"UBUJ.1UBUJ1UBUJ.1)"U-
so

BUI., k|) "IfIf"If-
so

"
so , why apply it nownow to IndiansIndians-

who

'

who have educatsdeducatededucat d themselvesthemselvesthemselves-
to

"'
to the same level as the U.SUS. ,. ,

'

Neither Brower13rower or AhvakanaAhvakana-

are
,

are too happyhappywithwith the contractcontract-
ll arrangement anyhow , becausebecaus itit-

limits
tt-

limitslimits profit to,
5$ per cent andand-

turns
and-

turnsturns Itit back'back' as paymentpaym nt onon-

the
on-

thethe BIA
,

loan ..'
. ,"

]

, "TheyThey'They"' '" have us right under'underundei'under-

their

' undei-

theirtheir hand .."" Ahvakana ! said .

"TheThe" board of directors can'tcant' dodo-

a
do-

aa thirigTthingthithingwithouti without the approvalapproval-

of
approval-

ofof the area director himself bebe-bebe-

cause
be-

cause
¬--

cause of the revolving loanlo
,

wewe-

have
we-

havehave .
'

"TheyTheyG'TheyGThey"' ., wrote the , require-requirerequire-
ments

require-requirerequire-

ments
require-

ments
-
:,_

" ments put ononn hiring a newnew manman-man-
ager

¬-:
ager and we can'tcant' find a manman-
here

man-
herehere with somesomeome of those qualiquali-quali-
fications

quali-
fications

¬-

fications .". We have a man I thinkthink-

would
think-

wouldwould probably be good if hehe-

had
he-

hadhadhadaa chance of getting the job.
- - But he can'tcant' meet their qualiquali-quali-

fications
quali-

fications
¬-

fications .."?"'
"They'veTheyve" ' drawn upupaa contractcontract-

of
contract-

ofof cost , plus five perpet cent ,"
Brower added . "It'sIts" ' not a concon-con-

tract
¬.-

tract where you can lose yetyet-

we've
yet-

we'vewe'veweve' been losing because ofof-

the
of-

thethe loan ,."

f'IffIf"IfIf"' the BIA would only forfor-forfor-

give

for-

give

¬-

give BUI on the loan and recogrecog-recog-
nize

recog-
nize

¬-

nize us as a utiltiy company and-

then
andand-

thenthen let us go and run thatthat-

company
that-

companycompanycompanywewe could do a lotlot-

better
lot-

betterbetterbetter-betterbetterAhvakana,,'"- Ahvakana maintainsmaintains-maintainsmaintains-
"We

..''"-

"WeWe" could make a lot more-
profit

moremore-
profitprofit if they'dtheyd' give us theirtheir-
pay

their-
paypay back more on the loan .."."

And if ,. BIAalA131A should refuserefuse-
to

refuse-

toto sell BUI power if the main-
tenance

mainmain-main-
tenance

¬-

tenance contract is, not renewed ?

"IfIf" they cut our franchisefranchise-

there
franchise-

therethere will be a suit and it willwill-

not
will-

notnot be a small one ," AhvakanaAhvakana-
warned- warned .

On a visit to Barrow thisthis-
month

this-
monthmonth , the Secretary of Interior-
was

InteriorInterior-
waswas apprised somewhat on thethe-
problem

the-
problemproblem and statedtated$ in a publicpublic-
pres

public-
presspresspres! conference ,, "FdFd"rdrd"I'dId" ' like to

'" ' 1
. , ' - ' , - . . ; - , ,

fI ': -'J'JJ: T1j ,, .
'-

where
w-

here
,'

, j.j'J . ' ,

,:
' knowknow'whereknowkriow

,
where , that'' (newtewsew: ) ,\

policy ;.:. :

t' .
camec e

. .

'iit' fromfropt .', myselfmyselfnyself . 'jj'jhp'/nn/; hpr , ObviouslyObviouslyiObviouslyi-
i

ously\ouslyouslyI-

t

'
;,:\

;

'>, Iti thethe '
.policypolicy.
: ;-'- can'tcantCjUl'tCjUlt'

.-
work

w- ork.,
work '

, if,. 'InIn1mj'
,
In ,

"II"Ifact",
. , fact , ,; therether .-. isn'tisnt' ?: enoughelo:1elo1! ': ' money

'
ney:

' ;<'

to do thetheJobjobjob-jobjob-
But

.." -, %'\. ' !:/,1,111;, >, , J>'-: I'

., ,
'°{,;, ButButthe

''

;the-the;
-

,' JuneauJ eau '
, BIABtA 1} Officeoffceffice ,

. has.yethasyethashs '.yet1yet1., yet :"; to , hearear :,;, anything ' offi-offioffi-

cial
offi-

cial
offi-

cial
-- :;

, cial and BUI, whichwlch hasn'thasnt' heardheard-
anything; anythinganytnIEJf' !,, officialoffoffcial! cial :

'

". or ;* otherwise ,

hasn'thasnthasn't-evenhasn'thasnteven'-'eveneven' seen a contract . ' "

. "IfIf" we don'tdont' here anything , '

we'llwellwe'nwen' ., . shutshut. down' .:.asas.
'
as plannedp antied ,:"

,
( AhvakanaAhvakana-AhvakanaqAhvakanaassured-; assured

'
the Tundra-

Times
TundraTundra-

Times
.

Times Tuesday ;; ,.
,

.

., Since it'sits' summerSUnUnersummer and ,
Barrow ,,

iyinlthe"landsofiyinlthelandsofis'is ' iin ttheth "' ; land {of the MidnightMidnight-

Sun

Midnight-

SunSunSundaylight, .-daylightdaylight- daylightdylightdylight f;. ;' is ono
,

hisSISIside;.'', 'sideside' sidesid-
eandhe

sid-
eandheand-rheandrheand--heheand-he--: -\, . addedadded-theaddedtheadded-the-addedthetownsfolk--the ;

'-

'
townsfolktownsfolk-

areare stocking5toc ingup
,

up',
onon batteriesb- 'atteriesb-atteries .


