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ARCTIC BOROUGH
'

" APPROVEDAPPROVEDBorough

Borough HailedHailed-

'New'NewNew' Challenge ,

New Departure '

By NORMABOWKLfrNOR1\IANOR1IANORMA\ BOWKL rrrr-
StJIt

f ff-
StaffStallStJItStaff WriterWriter-

In

WrIter-

In

Writer-

InIn a move1110ve describedue l.rIheulrIheu. b\bh\hbsbByronhByron\ ByronByron-

MJllott
Byron-

MillottMallottMJllottMillott, , headheJuheJuofheadofof the StatetJte LocalLOCJILOCJ-

IAfans
Local-

AffairsAffairsA/fansAfans/ Agency , asJ a.II. "reallyreally"rcJllyrcJlly" holdboldbold-

step

hold-

stepstep ,
" the StatetJte Local BoundaryBoundJryBoundJryC-

0l11nllSSl0n
Boundary-

CommissionCommissionC0l11nllSSl0n votedvoteu lastIJst weekweekinin11111-

1Anchorage

in-

AnchorageAnchorage to approveIPproVC, the petipetlpeti-peti-

tion

¬'-

tiontlon calling for the establishmentestahlishmentestahlishment-
of

establishment-
ofofofaa 50-million-acre50millionacre50-mllllOn'denmllllOn'denmllllOnden--- -' : first-classfirstclassrst.das\rst.daslfirstclass-
borough

rst.das-
borough

-. \
borough northnorthofot01of thethc BrooksBrooBrooks-

Range
"

Range
Range"ThisRange"Tills

"ThisThis"TillsTills" is a realrealchdllengerealchallengechallengechdllenge andand.Iandaand-

new
a.II..-

Inewnew departure ,
" Mallott told thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times inm a telephonetelephone-
mtervtew

telephone-
interviewinterviewmtervtew . With the "vastvast" areasarCJareas-
andand scattered people , we need liItoto-

develop
()>

developdcvelop locallocdl government mechmech-mech-

anisnis

¬.-

anismsanlsmsanisnis responsiverctlponslve to those circlrcir-circir-

cumstances
¬.-

cumstancescumstJnces . Hopefully , thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope Borough ,. will givegive-

the
give-

thethe slatestate a firml fln fixfl.xflx. on how besthesthest-

to
best-

toto establishestabbhestabbhreponslveestablishresponsiveresponsivere\ponslvereponslve\ local govgov-gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
¬-

ernment inm rural areas . "
All that remainsremams now beforebelbefore-

the
oreore-

thethe North Slope BoroughBoroughISis aa-

reality
a-

realityreality is the confinungconfmungconfiningconfmungvoteconfiningvotevote ot01of01-

the
of-

thethe residents of the Arctic areaarea-
No

area-

No
area-

NoNo one expects them to rere-rere-

fuse
re-

fuse
¬-

fuse thistillS opportunity for self-selfself-

government
sel-

fgovernment
self-

government
-

government ..

AccordingAcc rdmg to Joe UpicksounUplcksoun ,

a resident of Barrow and presipresI-presI-
dent

presi-
dent

¬-

dent of the Arctic Slope NativeNative-

Association
Native-

AssociationAssociation ( ASNA ) , when thethe-

Lacdl
the-

LocalLocalLacdl Boundary Commission apap-apap-

proved
ap-

proved
¬-

proved plans for the North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough , they "knewknew" whatWhdt theythey-

we
they-

werewerewe re doingdomg "

"TheyThey" did theirthen homework ,
"

helie said , in111 response to a.II. queryquery-
from

query-
fromfrom the Tundra TimesTnnes . "TheyThey"They-
knew

"They-
knew

"
knew the constitutionconslttulton and foundfound-
that

found-
thatthat our application for the borbor-bor-

ough
bor-

ough

¬-

ough was constitutionalconslttutlonaJ .
"

Now , helie said , he is tryingtrymg toto-

persuade
to-

persuadepersuade "aa" few to run for borbor-bor-

ough
bor-

ough
¬-

ough offices .
"

UpicksounUplcksoun wouldwouldespeciallyespeciallyespecially-
like

especially-
likelike to see Eben HopsonHopsonspecial1I0pson-specIaI1I0psonspecIaIHopson-specialHopsonspecial1I0psonspecIaI-
assistant

Hopsonspeciala-
ssistant

-specialspecial-
assistant to Governor WilliamWilhamWillnim A .

Egan and former slatestate legislalegisla-legisl-
atorrun

legisl-
atorrun

¬-

tor-runtorrun- for boroughboroughchairmanchairman ,

helie said , "sincesince"smcesmce" he helped writewrite-

Continued

write-

Contlnue

write-

Continued( ContinuedContlnue on Page 6)6)



Arctic Slope Borough Approved . . .

the borough concept" into statestate-

law
state-

lawlaw .

Very few people in AlaskaAlaska-

understand
Alaska-

understandunderstand the borough concept ,

Upicksoun said , but he thinksthinks-
the

thinks-
thethe people in his area see thethe-

idea
the-

ideaidea of borough government as aa-

means
a-

meansmeans of bringing the governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment closer to home .

Approval of the proposedproposed-
borough

proposed-
boroughborough by the Local BoundaryBoundary-
Commission

Boundary-
CommissionCommission came after nearly aa-

year
a-

yearyear ofofstudystudy and some opop-opop-

position
op-

position

¬-

position .

According to Mallott , hishis-

agency
his-

agencyagency received the petition forfor-

mcorporation
for-

incorporationincorporationmcorporation on April 6 , 1971 .

"WeWe" spent approximatelyapproximately-
fourfour and one-halfonehalf- months studystudy-study-

mg
study-

ing

¬-

ingmg the proposition ," he said .

"WeWe" made two separate trips toto-

the
to-

thethe slope , visited every comcom-com-

munity

¬.-

munity , visited the oil011 compacompa-compa-
nies

compa-
nies

¬-

nies at Prudhoe Bay , and comcom-com-

missioned
com-

missioned
¬-

missioned Peat , Marwick andand-

Mitchell
and-

MitchellMitchell , a nationalnationalaccountingaccountingaccounting-
firm

accounting-
firmfirm , to do an independent stustu-stustu-

dy
stu-

dy

¬-

dy as to the financialfinancialresourcesresourcesresources-
available

resources-
availableavailable to the proposed borbor-bor-

ough
bor-

ough

¬-

ough .
"

His agency'sagencys' "wholewhole" study ,"
he said , was "exhaustiveexhaustive" . "

Prior to the Local BoundaryBoundary-
Commission's

Boundary-
Commission'sCommission'sCommissions' hearing in BarrowBarrow-
onon Dec . 2-a2a- hearing attended by
350 people-thepeoplethe- Local AffairsAffairs-
Agency

Affairs-
AgencyAgency issued a report to thethe-

commission
the-

commissioncommission informingmforming them thatthat-

"in
that-

"in"inin" our considered opinionopmion thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed borough met the stanstan-stan-

dards
stan-

dards
¬-

dards for incorporation " spelledspelled-

out
spelled-

outout in10 the Alaska statutes , "alal"al-"alal"al-

though
"al-

though

" ¬-

though the physical size " of thisthis-

borough
this-

boroughborough "waswas" not foundfoundanyanyany-any-

where
any-

where
¬-

where inm the United States ," saidsaid-

Mallott
said-

MallottMallott ._

Some oil companies were in101-
0oppositIOn

in-

oppositionopposition to the petition forfor-

mcorporation
for-

incorporationincorporationmcorporation , Mallott said , bebe-bebe-

cause

be-

cause

¬-

cause they felt that "thethe" PrudPrud-Prud-

hoe
Prud-

hoe
¬-

hoe Bay oil field was a self-selfself-

sufficient
self-

sufficient
self-

sufficient
-

sufficient kind of entity andand-

didn't
and-

didn'tdidn'tdidnt' require local government .. "
OilOilcompaniescompanies , he said , advocatadvocat-advocat-
ed

advocat-
ed

¬-

ededaa state-statestatetax-. tax too , rather thanthan-

having
than-

havinghaving a local government "prepre"pre-"pre-

empt
"pre-

empt

" ¬-

empt the tax base . "
But , he said , under the newnew-

borough
new-

boroughborough , the some 3,50035003,500resI, resiresI-resI-

dents
resi-

dents
¬-

dents of the North Slope areaarea-

will
area-

willwill have "thethe" capability to de-de-

(ContlnuedContinued trofrom page l1)11)-

termine
')

.ermineerminetermine(
. how the land is utilized "
and will be "ableable" to tax taxabletaxable-
property

taxable-
propertyproperty at Prudhoe Bay areasateasateas-

as
ateas-

asas well as throughout the rest ofof-

the
of-

thethe borough ."
During the past few weeksweeks-

some
weeks-

somesome Alaskans feared that GovGov-Gov-

ernor
Gov-

ernor
¬-

ernor Egan'sEgans' proposed legislationlegislation-
forfor dividing the unorganized borbor-bor-

ough
bor-

ough
¬-

oughoughofof the state intomto smallersmaller-

units
smaller-

unitsunits and providing for a uniuni-uni-

form
uni-

form
¬-

form taxation on them wouldwould-
adversely

would-
adverselyadversely affect the petition forfor-

mcorporatlon
for-

incorporationincorporationmcorporatlon of the North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough .

State Senator Willie HensleyHensley-
ofof Kotzebue expressed this fearfear-

when
fear-

whenwhen he took the floor of thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate on January 21 to ask thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska State Legislature to "dede"de-"de-

fer
"de-

fer

" ¬-

fer any consideration of a taxtax-

bill
tax-

billbill for the unorganizedunorgamzed borbor-bor-

ough
bor-

ough
¬-

ough . . .."" untiluntilafterafter the StateState-
Local

State-
LocalLocal Boundary CommissionCommission-
meetmg

Commission-
meetingmeetingmeetmg on the subject in10 AnchAnch-Anch-

orage
Anch-

orage
¬-

orage on February 24 , 25 and
26 .

HisIlls fears were unfounded .

Such legislation describeddescribedinin1010-

the
in-

thethe Governor'sGovernors' State of the StateState-
message

State-
messagemessage has now been introIOtro-IOtrointro-IOtro-

duced
intro-

duced
¬-

duced in the Alaska State Legislegis-legis-
lature

Legis-

lature
¬-

lature andandreferredreferred to committeecommittee-
for

committee-
forfor consideration , but the LocalLocal-

Boundary
Local-

BoundaryBoundary Commission made thethe-

decision
the-

decisiondecision to approve the petitionpetition-
for

petition-
forfor the borough on the third dayday-

of
day-

ofof their meeting in Anchorage ,

followingfollowmg what Mallot describesdescTlbesdescTlbes-

as
describes-

asas a "thoroughthorough" review of the recrec-recrec-

ord
rec-

ord
¬-

ord and the file developed overover-

the
over-

thethe course of the past year..

"FridayFriday"FTldayFTlday" morningmorn 109 ,"" helie said ,

commission members took eacheach-

of
each-

ofof the standards for incorporamcorpora-mcorporaincorpora-mcorporat-

lOn
incorpora-

tion

¬-

tiontlOn ofofaa borough "oneone" bybyoneoneone-

to
one-

toto determinedeternllne whether or not thethe-

proposal
the-

proposalproposal met them .
.""

In the afternoon , he said ,

they "votedvoted" to approve the petipeti-peti-

tion
peti-

tion

¬-

tion for the firstfITst class borough ,

but not as submitted by ASNA ..""
AccordingAccordmg to Mallottlallott , thethe-

commission
the-

commissioncommission approved only thethe-

three
the-

threethree mandatory powers whichwhich-

first
which-

firstfirst class boroughs arearc requiredrequITedrequITed-

to
required-

toto assume-educationassumeeducation- , planningplannmgplannmg-
and

planning-
andand zoningzonmg and property taxa-taxatax-
ationbut

tax-
ationbut

tax-
ationbut

-

tion-buttionbut- left other powers suchsuch-

as
such-

asas police , fire protection andand-

sewer
and-

sewersewer and water for the locallocal-

area
local-

areaarea to determinedetermme because comcom-com-

mISSion

com-

mission

¬-

mission members "feltfelt" they diddid-

not

did-

notnot have sufficient informationmformatlonmformatlon-
as

information-
asas totto get a firm fix on all kindskmdskmds-

of
kinds-

ofof local powers borough resiresI-resI-

dents
resi-

dents
¬-

dents would wish to assume inm aa-

short
a-

shortshort tunetunctime .
.""

Will the size of the boroughborough-
present

borough-
presentpresent problems ?

"CommunitiesCommunities"CommuOltiesCommuOlties" on the NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope , in many respects arearcarc-

much
are-

muchmuch more closely knit in socialsocIal-

and
social-

andand cultural tiestiCS . . .andand. ( resiresI-resI-

dents
resi-

dents
¬-

dents) are able to get aboutabout-
more

about-
moremore than many others ,

" MallottMallott-
replied

Mallott-
repliedreplied .

In fact , he said , "inin" our studystudy-
we

study-
wewe found . .- .itit. it to be a provableprovable-
fact

provable-
factfact . .- .thatthat. when people on thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope have to get around ,

they have always been able toto-

get
to-

getget there .
.""

During the course of his agenagen-agen-

cy's
agen-

cy's
¬-

cy'scys' study of the petition , MalMal-Mal-

lott
Mal-

lott
¬-

lott said , he triedtned to keep anan-

open

an-

openopen mindmmd as to whether or notnot-

the
not-

thethe North Slope Borough should

be approved .

But , he said , he became "aa"a-

proponent
"a-

proponent
"

proponent of it " after his agencyagency-

work
agency-

workwork was done .

"II" applauded " the decision ofof-

the
of-

thethe Local Boundary Commission ,

he said . "II" thinkthinkIt'Sit'sits'' a reallyreally-

bold
really-

boldbold step and a real challenge ..""
Residents of the proposedproposed-

borough
proposed-

boroughborough live , for the most part ,

in five villages-PointvillagesPointvillages-PomtPomt- Hope1I0pe , BarBar-Bar-

row
Bar-

row
¬-

row , WamwrightWainwright , AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk-
Pass

Anaktuvuk-
PassPass and KaktovikKaktovlk .

The next step in theirtheIT planplan-

for
plan-

forfor incorporationmcorporatlon will be forfor-

Lieutenant
for-

LieutenantLieutenant Governor H.AHAII.AIIA11.A11A.. . "RedRed" ""'

BoucherBoucher-onceBoucheronce-once he has receivedreceived-

the
received-

thethe official report from the LocLoc-Loc-

al

Loc-

al

¬-

al BoundaryBOllndary Commission-toCommissionto- setset-

a

set-

aa date for a public election forfor-

residents
for-

residentsresidents of the proposed borbor-bor-

ough
bor-

ough
¬-

ough to have their say in thethe-

matter
the-

mattermatter..

Boucher said today that alal-alal-

though

al-

though
¬-

though his11IS office has not yetyet-

receIved
yet-

receivedreceived formalformalnotificationnotification ofof-

the
of-

thethe Local Boundary Commisfomnlls-fomnllsCommis-fomnllss-
lOn's

Commis-
sion's

¬-

sion'ssionsslOn'sslOns' decision , he has "setset"sctsct" upup-

meetings
up-

meetingsmeetings with his DirectorDITector ofof-

ElectIOns
of-

ElectionsElections , Dorothy MacKenzie ,

for this afternoon to discuss thethe-

procedures
the-

proceduresprocedures "forfor" carrying out thethe-

work
the-

workworkworkinvolvedinvolvedIOvolvedinvolvedininm completingcompletlOg thethe-

elect
the-

electionelectionelect ? n "atat" the earliestearhest possiblepossible-

date
possible-

datedate .
"

In the next few days , liehe said ,

Mrs . MacKenzie , as overseer ofof-

the
of-

thethe election willw"lwl" be meetingmeetmg withwith-

LII

with-

LilLilLII Angerman and Joann HarhutlIarhut ,

sincesmce they arearc responsible forfor-

overseelOg

for-

overseeingoverseeingoverseelOg elections in the InterInter-Inter-

Ior

Inter-

ior

¬-

ior andandinin10 the Nome area , to "getget"get-

on
"get-

on

"
on with " the election .

Helie foresees no difficulty'ilffilff' culty ,.

Boucher says , and can make aa-

rough

a-

roughrough guess that the entire propro-pro-

cess
pro-

cess

¬-

cess can be completed withinwlthm 6060-

days
60-

daysdays , even though Alaska StaSta-Sta-

tutes
¬.-

tutes allowaJlow a total time period of
120 days .

"WeWe" intendIOtend to proceed imU11-U11im-imU1-

1mediately
im-

mediately

¬-

mediately ,
" he said .


