
Hearings to SeekSeek-

Implementation
Seek-

ImplementationImplementation
ImplementationOf
Of Land ClaimsClaimsSe-

nator

ClaimsSe-

natortodayFebSenator Mike Gravel today
( Feb . 22)22) announced thathat(( fiat thethe-
Senate

( hehe-

SenateSenate Interior Committee willwill-

hold
will-

holdhold hearingshearll1gs inm WashingtonWashmgton onon-

1arch
on-

MarchMarch\1arch1arch\ 22onon variousvanous matters rere-rere-

lated
re-

lated
¬-

lated to the implementationIInplementallon ofof-
the

of-
thethe AlaskaAlaskJ Native LandLdnd Cla'msClamsClaImsClaIms-
Act

Clams-
Act

'

Act which became law inm DecemDecem-Decem-

ber
Decem-

ber
¬-

ber.. Senator Gravel will chairchair-
the

chair-
thethe hearingshcanngs .

The AlaskaAIJska Democrat statedstated-
that

stated-
thatthat helie was "extremelyextremely" pleasedpleased-
toto make the announcement " andand-

heralded
and-

heraldedheraldedheraldedItit as an opportunityoprortul1ltyoprortul1lty-
for

opportunity-
forfor the Senate to "resolveresolve" somesome-

of
some-

ofof the confusion which has ococ-ococ-

curred
oc-

curred
¬-

curred from various interpretainterpreta-111interpreta-
tions

terpreta-terpretaterpreta-
tlOns

¬-

tionstlOns of the Claims ActAct-

Senator
Act-

SenJtor
Act-

SenatorSenatorSenJtor Gravel said that thethe-

major
the-

majormajor item to be discussed waswas-
the

was-
thethe financingfnJncll1gf nJncll1g inm the current fislFis-FisFis-

cal
s-ss-

cal
¬-

cal year to enable the NativeNatIve-

Corporations
Native-

CorporationsCorporations and the agenciesagencies-
of

agencies-
ofof government to beginbegll1 theirtheIr-

work
their-

workwork of land selection and NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive enrollment under the termsterms-

of
terms-

ofof the Act..

The bill authorizes 12.5125. milmll-mllmil-mll-

hon
mil-

lion
¬-

lionhon dollars inm the 1972 fiscalfiscal-

year
fiscal-

yearyear for thistlus purpose .

In addition , he said that varivan-vanvari-van-

ous
vari-

ous
¬-

ous inconsistenciesII1conslstencles and minormmormmor-

errors
minor-

errorserrors inm the final bill need toto-

be
to-

bebe corrected and that the hearhear-hear-

mgs
hear-

ings
¬-

ingsmgs would provide an opportuopportu-opportuI-
1Ity

opportu-
nity

¬-

nityI1Ity for that to be done thorthor-thor-
oughly

thor-
oughly

¬-

oughly .

The witnesses at the hearingsheanngsheanngs-
will

hearings-
willwillwillincludeincludemclude representatives fromlromlrom-

Alaska
from-

AlaskaAlaska Native organizationsorgal1lzatlOns ,

( ContinuedConlmue on Page 6)6)



Land Claims . . .
( Continued from page 1)11)-

from
1)-

from
1)-

from
)

from the state of Alaska , andand-

from
and-

fromfrom the federal government ,

accordingaccord 109 to Senator Gravel..
Helie noted that he was "exex"ex-"ex-

tremely
"ex-

tremely

" ¬-

tremely optimistic " that thethe-

appropnatlOn
the-

appropriationappropriationappropnatlOn of 12.5125. millionmIllion-

dollars
million-

dollarsdollars in the current fiscal yearyear-

would
year-

wouldwouldwouldresultresult from the hearingsheanngs .

"AlaskansAlaskans" shouldshouldunderstandunderstandunderstand-
that

understand-
thatthat I willw l do all thatth at I can asas-

chairman
as-

chairmanchairman of these hearingsheanngs toto-

assure
to-

assureassure that these funds arearc mademade-

available
made-

availableavailable at the earliest possiblepossible-

moment
possible-

momentmoment .
.""

The decisiondCClsion to hold hearingsheaTlngsheaTlngs-

was
hearings-

waswas made this morningmornmg at thethe-

AppropriatIOns
the-

AppropriationsAppropriations Subcommittee ,

at which SeniorSenatorSen or Gravel testitesti-testi-
fied

testi-
fied

¬-

fiedfiedinin10 favor of the 12.5125. millionmillion-

dollar
million-

dollardollar appropriation . The ChairChair-Chair-

man
Chair-

man
¬-

man of the Subcommittee , SenaSena-Sena-

tor
Sena-

tor
¬-

tor Alan Bible , decided that thethe-

matter
the-

mattermatter warranted fuller discusdiscus-discus-

sion
discus-

sion

¬-

sion and qskedaskedsked Senator Gravel toto-

hold
to-

holdhold hearings on this andandrelatedrelatedrelated-
matters

related-
mattersmatters . GravelGravelagreedagreed and setset-

the
set-

thethe date of March 2 , tomorrow .


