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Commissioner Max Brewer Says Small Oil Spills JVeedNeed to Be Taken SeriouslySerioUsly
JUNEAU-LastJUNEAULast- year moremore-

than
more-

thanthan 100 oil spillssp ls contaminatedcontaminated-
Alaska's

contaminated-
Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' waters ; none was masmas-mas-

sive
mas-

sive

¬-

sive but according to Max BrewBrew-Brew-

er
Brew-

er

¬-

er , commissioner of environ,

mentalment conservation , each waswas-

an
was-

anan ecological timebombtime bomb loadedloaded-
with

loaded-
withwith potential for significantsignificant-
damage

significant-
damagedamage to the environment ...

Brewer believes that the rereore-rereo-

cen
re-

cent

¬-

centcen t public awareness 'regardingregarding', regarding-
large

regarding-
largelarge oil spillssplils is a "tremendoustremendous"tremendous-"tremendous-
ly

" ¬.-

lyIy healthy sign ," but he is concon-con-

cerned
con-

cerned

¬-

cerned that the "smallsmall" spillspIl-

lproblem
spill-

problemproblem " often has been disdis-dis-

missed
dis-

missed
¬-

missed by some as being insignifinsignif-insignif-

Ican

insignif-
icant

¬-

icantIcan t..

"AfterAfter" all , a series of whatwhat-

could
what-

couldcould be labeled 'smallsmall' spillssplils ' isis-

the

is-

thethe cause of the world'sworlds' biggestbiggest-

OIl

biggest-

oiloil pollution problem . Two-TwoTwo-

thirds
Two-

thirds
Two-

thirds
-

thirds of all the oil contaminatcontammat-contammatcontaminat-contammat-
ing

contaminat-
ing

¬-

ing the world'sworlds' waters today isis-

entering

is-

enteringentering those waters throughthrough-
sewers

through-
sewerssewers ," Brewer said .

Another category of "minimini"mIDImIDI"mIDI-

spIlls
"mini-

spills

"
spills " which worries Brewer is

the inshore spill .

"WeWe" must become aware ofof-

the
of-

thethe fact that the small inshoreinshor-
espillin

inshor-
espillinspill-inspillin- the 25-2525to25 -. to 50-gallon50gallon50gallon-
rangeprQbably

50gallon-
rangeprobably

--

rangerange-prQbablyrangeprQbablyrange-probablyprobably-probably causes more enen-

vironmental
en-

vironmentalvironmental damage than thethe-

IOOOgallon
the-

1,000gallon- out to " hehe-

said
he-

said
1,000-gallon1,0001000gallonIOOO-gallonIOOO, -- spill sea ,

said .
The spillssp1Jls at sea tend to dissidissi-dissi-

pate
¬.-

pate over wide areas ; the smallsmall-

inshore
small-

inshoreinshore spills "getget" the shellfishshelllshellfish-

and
shsh-

andand the fish fry just enteringentering'theenteringtheentering'the-
sea

entering'
thethe-

seasea and contaminatecon taminate the beachesbeaches-
of

beaches-
ofof small boat harbors ," BrewerBrewer-

said
Brewer-

saidsaid .

Department records showshow-

that
show-

thatthat many of the smallmallsmallinshoreinshorelllshorelllshore-

spills
inshore-

spillsspills occur during fueling operaopera-opera-

tIons
opera-

tions

¬-

tions of vessels , suchsuchasas fishingfishlllgfishlllg-

boats
fishing-

boatsboats and pleasure craft..

It is the result of carelessnesscarelessness-
and

carelessness-
andand both the fishing boat operaopera-opera-

tor
opera-

tor
¬-

tor and the fuel distributor shareshare-

the
share-

thethe responsibility and liability-liabilitylIabllity-lIabllityliability-
the

lIabllity-
the

liability-
the

-
the distributor because he transtrans-trans-

fers
trans-

fers

¬-

fers the fuelingfuelmg hose to the vesves-ves-

sel's
ves-

sel's

¬-

sel'ssels'' crew , the boat operator bebe-bebe-

cause

be-

cause

¬-

cause he carries out the fuelingfueling-

operation
fueling-

operationoperation .

"We'veWeve" ' found that thosethose-

Alaskans
those-

AlaskansAlaskans who should be mostmost-

concerned
most-

concernedconcerned about oil pollution ,

such as fishermen and boatingboating-
enthusiasts

boating-
enthusiastsenthusiasts , are causing seriousserious-

water
serious-

waterwater pollution problems in thethe-

environmentally
the-

environmentallyenvironmentally critical area ofof-

the
of-

thethe sea , without being aware ofof-

the
of-

thethe damage: they are inflictinginflictlllginflictlllg-
on

inflicting-
onon the environment , their livelilivellliveli-liveli-

hood
¬.-

hood , or their pleasure ," BreVerBre'werBrewerBre'wer-

said
Brewer-

said 'said ..
When the manager of a packpack-pack-

ing
¬.-

ing company recently was calledcalled-

m
called-

ininmhajoccurredto explainexplam why an oil spill hadhhaj
occurredoccurredasas one of his firmfirmsfirms-
boats

ss-

boatsboats was beingbelllg refueled , he exex-exex-

pressed
ex-

pressed
¬-

pressed surprise thatth.1Ith1I. the DeptDept..

of Environmental ConservationConservatIOn-
waswas concerned about the incilOCI-lOCIinci-lOC-

Iden
inci-

dent
¬-

dentden t..

After discussions with'with' departdep.art-dep.artdepart-. ¬-

ment officials , the packing comcom-com-

pany
com-

pany

¬-

pany managermUlager said "II" alwaysalways-

knew
always-

knewknew oil pollution was bad forfor-

the
for-

thethe environment and the fishingfishing-

industry
fishing-

industryindustry , but IInevernever realizedrealIZed-

that
realized-

thatthat I was a potential polluter . "

Brewer believes this incidentincident-
points

incident-
pointspoints out the ecological naivetenaivete-

which
naivete-

whichwhich exists throughout thethe-

state
the-

statestate .

"II" think it'sits'' time to abandonabandon-
the

abandon-
thethe numbers game and penchantpenchant-
forfor concern only about the largelarge-

oiloil011011spilloilspillspill ," Brewer said . "WeWe"We-

must

" < .
must realize that allallofof us are popo-popo-

tential
po-

tential
¬-

tential polluters and take stepssteps-

to
steps-

toto eliminateellnunate small petroleumpetroleums-

p1Jls
petroleum-

spillsspillssp1Jls caused by carelessness .
"


