New governor faces tough challenge

Stevens: Subsistence is biggest issue

by Holly F. Reimer
Tunilre Thnes reparior

Subsistenve s gomg 1o be the big
resh issue Adaska s new governor will

ve 1o mdidress, according o Sen. Tad
Stevens, R-Alaska,

Daring o press conlerence list week
m Anchorage, Stevens sand moany ant
gun, antl-huntmg and anti-subststence

groups. have wken an interest i sub-
sitence since federal takeover of hun-
e and fishing management on federal
lamvds begun last July

Stevens warned thal these groups,
as well as others, have also wlked
abwsul bevoning board miembers on the
subsistence board 1 federal mkeover
beciines permianent

Stevens said he hopes Alaska will
ICEan managoment because  other
states whose  opimions aboul  how
Adiaska’s wubsistence use works are ol
the same as Alaskans” ommons. Oy
other states may ool be o favor of sub-
sistence o hunting  altogethes

“{her states dom't Know what s
right or wrong for Alaskans, " Steviens

sand. " And they don’t know whaon Dife
is like in Alaska. ™

I lederil menspemend does becore
permanent  those  Owlsude  opimons
could hurt Alaska Native subsistence
lifestyles, the senitor sand

Anid i Tederal mapagement becames
pertinent. Aluska will be the only

confinuad on page aghl




e Stevens: Subsistence must be priority

cantinusd Irom page one

wtate in the union that doesn’t regulae
s own hunting and fishing on federal
fandds, he acied,

USomchow  we st
plan,” He saud

Alpskans gor w0 expernience  the
federal government s wea of how
Abaskanns should hont last seuson

In many arcas people didn’t know
whether they were on federal land o
stk lomcd. This coused mass confusion
i i tferent ghrts of the state. Hunters
didn’s know whether they were Follow
e the gl sel of nules. The wo
proups even hwd thew own hunting
dates, wivich abso overinpred and just
dclided o U conlusion

This comfusion Over whiose Lo was
whiose also consed many hunters whe
wsnally rely om subsistence s o
fewdd thenr families o avind participa
b e the hwanis

Feders! takeover wias the momst gy
parent in the Ahtone regaon where the
Linndoas doneal, by lederal amd state
o] Lods wihneh have mo batin
diines markers o indacane the dil
ferenee. S0 many  honters were
s oura ped

W meed Lo ke subsistenve o
prostity . Adusikans can still regan st
pemagement, but thiere's only six o
v inonths,  Slevens sisl

Public meetings on subsislonee bre
Py bl 1o SECA Las kian commimmiies

revise the

o wiell as i Seattle and Washangton,
n.C

Phose  whe  cunnot attend  the
meehings are urged (o send witlen
Jomients

Another issue Stevens talked about
wits proposed federa] bodget cuts tha
cothd albegr Alpsha

Bl saud Tor the e being A lska s
nhiary wion | be vud nioe will the In
dian Health Service

Stevens warned that H the budget
wids aut sevarely that the Alasha Nuo
onal Guard wouldn™t even lave
enpugh money o conduet roubine
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“The National Guprd wanild e
Dmited (o uctual emergeéncy missions

There would be no searching: mis
sioms, " he added

“The stike ol Adaski could not sur
vive a sequester, 1 told the floor ol

——

“The options o wvord il ire getting
more remote,”” Stevens said

Althouph the president mlone doesn’t
have the authority 1o push the " *war




