Calista, AVCP part ways
on gubernatorial support

by Geoll Kennedy
fur (e Tundra Times

HETHEL — Once again, the twu
regional entitics  representing  the
Yukon Kuskokwim Delta are tnking
opposite sides in a political race — this
time for the govermnor's rice

Three months ago, several officials
of Calista Corp. backed the can
diducies of Vern Hurlburt, a former
Slectmute state legislistor manning for
the state Senate, and Ivan M. Ivan, the
Akiak city administrator running for

the stute House.

Calista’s  ponprolit arm, the
Association of Village Council
Presidents, backed two  other
Democrutic candidates: Rep. Lyman
Hoffman, D-Bethel, running for the
seal vikcated by Sen. Johne Binkley,
R-Bethel, and Holfman's business
ﬂmnnr and brother-in-law, Bob

erron.

Mow that the winners of the August
primary, Hoffman snd Ivan, are mun-
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ning unopposed in the General Elec
non, Calista and AVCP officials are
wrming thesr attention o the race Tor
ROVEOT

Calista is supporting Sen. Arliss
Sturgulewski. R-Anchorage, while
AVCP s supporting the Democratic
candidate, former Anchorage Mayor
Tony Knowles

The candidates” stance on rcnrlr]:; -
tionment played o big part in the deci-
sion; saod Caliste President Johnny
Hawk.

Sturgulewski has pledged W ensure
that all the Yu'pik Emplc: i the Y-K
Delta reminn i the swme elechon
dhstrict, Hawk suid.

Do we want 1o reman divided and
let the NANA region have some of our
villages, the Benng Straits region hive
some of our villages and the Doyon
reghon have some of our villages?'”

Hiawk asked. * Arliss Sturgulewski has
said she will do everything she can o
unite our le.”’

But Knowles would support only the
“sotus quo,’ whmwmk peo-
ple are spread out in different election
districts, Hawk said.

Gene Peliola, 2 Knowles supporter
and mernber of the state Reapportion-
ment Board, disagrees strongly. The
board will reapportion the siate elec
tiow districis according (0 state and
federal luws, regardless of who oc-
cuptes the governor's mansion, Peltola
wiid.

The candidates” positions on sub
sistence had Litthe 10 do with Caliste's
decision 0 endorse the Republican
candidates, since both support o rural
preferonde, Hawk smd

Sturgulewsk) has had o “'track
record ” of supporting & constitutionil
amendment providing o rural sub

sistence preference in the Legislature,
while Knowles has puid only *“lip ser-
vice™ (o rurnl preference, Howk
sand.

AVCP Pressdent Myron Nuneny
discounted the Calisin decision

“Their ubsence from the reghm
makes it diffcult for them w keep o
good reputation,”’ Naneng sard abou
the Anchorage-based  corpomtion,
which recently aunounced ttentions
10 open a small office in Bethel.

The AVOP is supporting Knowles
becaiise *'the other camdidates thit are
ninning are nol close W the people, not

div they understand the people in the
williges ds much as Knowles, who has
bean working with u, amd we hpve o
r.l-“l line of commumication with
wm, - Naneng wnd

Ihe disagreement between the Twi
corporitions does not disturh N neng
In a way, il can help the repon i
erther Wnowles or  Sturpulewsks
becimes goyernnr, e sl

We have o take advamage of all
oire compections and, since Calista s
for Arliss Sturgulewske we can ise
that connection m cise Sturgulewski
gets elected ™



