Russian priest studies cultural treasures

by Mike Rostad
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A priest from Russia has discovered
mistoncal and cultaral treasures in old,
irayed books stacked in the archives
of the 81, Innocent Venimminoy
Musewm st S1. Hermun's Seminary in
Kowdink.

Father Sergey Shirokov, who servies
i the {','hun.'ﬁ:ﬂ the Teon of Donskoey
Maother of God in Moscow, resetirched
reams of material wnitten in his
mative language for a book he is work
g on.

The book will show the connection
between the old Valasmo Monasten
near Lemingrad, where missionury
Fither Hermun resided before coming
o Alaska in 1794, and the Russian Or-
thodox missionary activity in Aluska

Father Sergey said that ihe
monastery, closed for 70 years follow
g the Russian Revolution of 1917,
wits returned to the Ornthodox Church
list year,

Currently, there are 20 monks in the
mondstery, e sail. Shortly before

Father Sergev Shirokoy

coming o Alasks, Father Sergey
visited Valasmo with a group that
truveled there from Leningmd.
Father Sergey is writing the book in
anticipation of the 2(0th anniversa
ol Orrthedoxy in America, which will

take place i 1994, He would like o
see an exchunge between Soviet and
American scientists, anthropologists,
historians, lcﬂnnﬂuphm and
theologians, who could give o greater
insight into the activities  which
transpired during Russuan occupation
of Aluska.

Poring over original journals of S1.
Vemammov, a Russian missionary
who established parishes und schools
in Alnskn in the carly 19th century,
Futhet Serpey said, *"We have no such
matenal in Moscow, | am the first

Kussian pricst that has the
10 work in these archives,””

Hefore conducting  research in
Kodink, Father Sergey studied
muterial in the archives wm Sitkn
Father Sergey said he is gratetul to
Hishop Gregory of Aluska for **allow-
ing me o come here., ™’

He “'fecls a somtlarity™ between
Russin and Kodiak Island

“It's very interesting (o know the
Russian culture is alive, | especially
feel it at Holy Resurrection Orthodox
Church,'" in Kodiak, he sad

ssibility



