Students join to say thank you to Truitt

by Greg Nothstine
Fir the Tundrs Thues

During the week of the 1990 Alasks
Fedenution of Natives Convention,
Mi. Edgecumbe High School alumm
guthered at the Visual Ans Center in
downtown  Anchorage o hono
.'F"F":“d teacher and principle Gil

Uit

Inupiat Paitot
FPeople's Heritage

OPINION

A ML Edgecumbe gradunte lumsalf,
Truitt went o work for s alma mater
13 years ago and just recently retired.
Many students and Triends refer to him
now iy “Mr. Edgecumbe, ™ and those
who were mischievous enough m ther
school days remenber having 1o spend
miore than o few moments o his sterm
company . Cthers, more fortunate und
wizll beluved, received the plesurne of
s pentle  demeanar and  positive
iLeEnon

Trun's dedication w0 his job in
educanion became his irademark. He
wanted every student 1o get the best
liearming expenence i education the
school had 1o offer.

Throughowt the AFN week (here
were of least 3,000 Alaska Natives
whi partcipated directly or indirec
by in AFN's process. From all thoge
who were in town more than 300 M
Edgecombe alumni and  friends
shoiwed up at the Visval Ans Center
ot only 1o show their appreciation for
Truin's valued comributions, but w
Fui A chance o medt up with old

rerds

When ML Edgecimbe High School
winy first opened in 1947, i1 was run
by the Burcau of Indian Affairs, and
only Alaska Natives and American In
dians could attend. Many have gone
on to become signilicant contributors
and advocates i Native affairs
throughout  the state. The  school
Rliu}'ml o osignificamt rode in Aldaska

dlive history.

There are about 20,000 Alaska
Mutive gradustes of M1, Edgecumbe's
Bording school. All of them share o
common groand in the edocational ex-
perience the school had o offer. There
used 1o be o time when most Aluskn
Natives either knew of i person po-

ing 1w Mi. Edgecumbe or knew of

someone who had graduated from
there.
Tixday, this is not so much the case

In 1963, the school became a public
boprding school run by the staie of
Aluska, Tt is now open 1o the general

public. In the (tansition, the stile
wiaiiied 1o keep the séhool name, but
wanted (o change the school logo., col
urs and fight song

However, it has since kepi
everything the same. The spoat and
uftjueness of thee school reamun mtac
thanks 1o Droatt, who cared coough g

speak up on behall of e school

In thas lust reursion, Bdward J. Shav
s Sr. represented the closs of 1945
wnd Nins D Haynes represented the
Cluss of 1990, while the remuining
SO0 of us Tell somewhere between.

This school has played a mgmbican
rode i eduenting gencrations of mural
ik wrban Alasks Natives, It wis ap
parent this was the case duning the
week of AFN.

Even Gov, Steve Cowper made an
mnprompty appearance. He mide his
wiy 1o the center of the crowd at the
Visual Arts Clenter o sy o few wirds
about our school and shout Trum. He
tlked ubout hiw  Truie was o
strumental in the re-opening of the
sehool,

A Southeast Alasks Thingit Indian,
Truin wouehed the lives of many, leay
ng u legacy 0 educational commit-
ment 1w follow, Thank you, Mr
Tromn! Thank you for all the years you
spent with us students.

FPhrough thick and thin, you wese
with us. We hope you contimue to re
muin getive inowhatever edocational
chdedvors you pursue. Moy God bless
vou and keep you wntil then!

Special  thunks 1o the M
Edgecumbe Alumm coordinatons
June Degnun and Jeltrey Maupin, M|
Edgecumbe volumteers Florn Soloonwin
andd Eleanor Weedman Case, and von
tnihutors Aliascom — Junior R,
Aluska Native Foundmtion —  Emil
Mot amd Visual Aris Center — Tl
Hartwick



