Soviet Natives fight for autonomy

by Mike Rostad
fowr il Tuniides Thmers

KODMAK — Tweney-sin imidigenous
peoples in the Sovier Unian inc lnding
groups of Alents and Eskimos have
arited i therr  struggle o pan
autonomy  as encrdachimg  indusiry
threatens thew subsistence hifestyles
amd culiwres

Revent Kodiak visitor, Jens Dahl,
wits al this Congress in Moscow 1
which an assocmbion of the mdigenous
grovps wies formied. Dahl, an assoc i
wolessor an the  Institute ol
ti\hmniﬂpy m the University ol
C openhagen (Drenmark ), s currently
on lepve. He s the execunve director
ol the secretaral of the Internatiomal
Waorkyroup lor Indgemnous Alfnrs, an
lependent imtermnonal organeation
which suppeorts indhgenous peoples m
their struggele aguinsl pprossum

Phahl wrode the imtroduction for o
puabledaton documenting the Ristor
mecting o the Kremlm: Pabl sod tha
il COEress Wis o 2Ivan veTtain
signdbicanve with ihe preseoce ol
Mok hul Ciorbachey

Fhos weas the Toest tomie the 26 groupes
amted i one vinee, expressing the
COTESEE TR e Ehie sonti o thae
Soviel Nocthe saud Dahl

Privw 1o e formation ol e
Assarcttion of Sowall Peoples of the
Soviel NMorth, regmonal s iations
were lommed. Dahl sond

Ihe fowriation ol bhis asso it o
stgrmbies that ondigenones, people ol the

Soviel Ugieom for the Tirst time m
fistory ave obtimed the opporiunty

ter speak on their own behalf inoa na
tonal seting. . Due o perestrobki
undd glasnost, the whole world is now
remunded of the consequences of Rus-
sinn colomalism and the disregand and
neglect of indigenous peoples’ nghts,”
Dahl wrote inoa récent article.

Dahl said thut the people in the
Soviet North ““look  forward 1o
cimperating with peoplé from other
pares of the Arctle, ™

The indigenous Saann from Norway
andd It from the ¢ircumpolar region
alsor attended the congress,

The assowition 1 defined us u
podibical orgunization uniting the soall
peoples of the economy w mprove the
soctal and cularal hving stomdacds nrd
o ide fend their rights, workimg within
the Trumework of the constitation amd
aws ol the USSE

I'he opemng specch on the congness,
given by Chuner Taksann, “identified
conniey and the ccological situn
thon, as i real cotastrophe in the Soviel
Uion,  reported  Daht

Muore than W people representimg
the 26 groups ghve sccouits of

*huie construction, ol gas wnd
TRRANAE compamics. moving i the
Labngtan andd funedrn. showing m Tespedl
b the vulnerable Atctic amnd sub
ATTI elologey

*Forests tapslly con down o sup
Py tiimbier or joant veotures between
the LISSE und private compuanies from
Stritheast Asja

*Cogante hvdeo-electre companies
dmmung the nvers

*lndustries  pollutimg  reimdeer

frasfunes,

sSovinl 1ssues thut plague the -
digenous peoples such as poot hous-
m% al disease.

ndigenous culture, art and history
are alse being threatened, according
tr the documentation. Folklore collec-
tors take works of art and sacred ob
jects, people are discouraged from
spenking their mother tongue, children
ure tuken from their homes and ac-
Climated in state schools.

Objectives of the association include
defining the legal status of the in
digeniouy peoples o make sure they are
represented ot all governmental levels,
restormg  abandoned  villages  and
migranon camps, allowing people w
produce products accordime 1o their
trailitional methosds, tansferring hunt
ing and fishing wrens bod reindecr
pastures 10 inchividual famihies and
lanmly tribes  for  permanent  use.
vieange cultnral centers thal preserve
the mdigenous culiure and hastory
centers thay would be s place lfor phono

LY

one .
the situation in the
Soviet North.

exlnbitions, national festivals, games
atid preservition of old songs.

Dbl wus accompanied w0 Kodiak
fuland by his wite, Ria, un an
thropologist who hus worked i Alnca
and Greenlaml. The Dahls visited Okl
Harbwwr where they were guests of
Sven and Moary Haokanson. The
Pramsh couple hosted the Hankansons
during thewr visit 1o Denmipek and
assisted Hankamson in Boding  his
Lramish gncestors



